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RIGVEDA 


SOOKTA 40 


Jiitilii-VislnvamUray 


Having extracted the Soma we are invoking thee, O Indra, 
Therefore do thou drink of the sweet juice, 1 


Accept graciously the extracted Soma that gives wisdom, 
0 Indra, praised of many ! Drink and swallow the delectable 


Promote with all the gods, O Indra, O lord praised by the 
people, our sacrifice rich in obtations. 3 


These extracted Soma juices that are delightful, are run 
ning to thy seat, O Indra, lord of the good. ^ 


Hold in thy stomach, 0 Indra, the excellent extr 
Soma— thine ( are ), these heavenly juices. 


\ 3 i%? I 



RIG VEDA 


Drink of the extracted juice, 0 Thou fond of praise ! Thou 
art being filled with streams of the sweal t Soma ) Tinni only 
art the giver of glory, O Indra ! h 


The rich Oblalious of the liberal Sacri fleer run towards 
Indra uninterruptedly. (Tndra) has grown mighty by having 
drunk the Soma. 


Come unto us, O Killer of Vritra, from near and trom atar. 
Accept these our hymns. ^ 


Though thou niayest Inive been called to a distant place, 
and to one near at hand, or to an intermediate place, do thou 
come here thence, O Indra. 9 


SOOKTA 41 


Ilkki -Vish Ikkfi 


Being praised come hither quickly unto us with thy yellov^ 
horses, to drink the Soma, O Indra, wielder of the thun- 
derbolt. 1 


Our invoker has sat down, who always knows the season. 
The grass has been spread continuously; the pressing stones 
have been set to work m the early morning. . 2 


% Mci:, 5 t: qrfl I siT?n%: I 1 

's is arfir i 'tctt wr#f i 


<t sn \ 

% # ( f# ) 3K I TOSf ?f: srqfrssr^ sir i 

1 3if^; €ripfira% Jrsi^^?r: sir § i 

•>, lilt ig; I tf|: mm% i 



RIGVEDA 


As. 3, Ad. 3 I 


[ M. 3, S. 4i 


These hymns are being made, O thou who dost accept a hymn. 
Come and sit on the grass. Eat the offering, 0 brave Indra. 


Take pleasure in our offerings of Soma, also in these 
hymns, O killer of Vritra, ( and ) in the prayers, 0 Indra 
fond of praise. 4 


The hymns lick with fondness Indra the drinker of Soma, 
the great lord of strength, even as mothers lick their calf. 5 

Be exhilarated, therefore, with the Soma to ( give us) 
great wealth. Make not (thy) praiser an object of evil words, 6 


Fond of thee, and having prepared the offering we are prais- 
ing thee, O Indra ! Be Thou also, fond of us, O Vasu ! 7 


Do not unharness ( thy horses ) far from us, O thou who 
lovest the golden horses ! Come hither. Be exhilatated here, 
0 mighly Indra. 8 


May thy maned horses bring thee hither, O Indra, in thy 

comfortable chariot— (thy horses) dripping with ghee to sit, 
on the grass, 9 (4) 
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SOOKTA 42 


VisMmmitrf 


Come to our exirauitju 

yellow horses. O Indra, ( and ) in thy ( c hariot ) whiol, ( is 1 

fond of us. 

Come to that exhilarating Soma extracted with the stone 
and placed on the grass. Be thou greatly delighted with it. 2 

May my hymns sent forth from here with sincerity go to- 
wards Indra to send him hither for drinking the Soma. t 

With praises we invoke Indra hither to drink the Soma 

May lie come by ( our ) ]iray ers. 

These Somas have been extracted. 

O Indra, possessed of hundred talents 
wealth. 

We know, O wise ( Indra ), that thou art the con- 
querar of spoil and defeater of the enemies in battles 
■ : ' ' fin t-.- HIT imi'ilnrinp' tViv bountv, O Iiidra. ^ 


Hold tliem in thy belly. 
, 0 thou possessetl o1 


% 3Tr *lf? 


\ #crr: m ^ au# m- * 

V ^ i arm?! i 

s ^ '<t43r# f^a ! ^ ^ 1, 


As. 3, Ad. 3 ] BIOtVEDA [ M. 3, S. 43 

Come, 0 Indra, and drink this Our Soma mixed with milk 
and extracted with the strong pressing stones. 1 

I send, for thee alone to drink, 0 Indra, the Soma towards 
thy own home. May it play in thy heart. 8 

We, the Kusikas, desirous of help, are invoking thee the 
ancieTit One, O Indra, to drink the Soma. 9 (6) 

SOGKTA 43. 

lU^ld-ViBlnmiraiir(ryDeih^^ 

Come hither mounted on thy chariot. To thee only belongs 
from ancient time the drinking of the Soma. Unharness the 
horses thy dear friends, near the sacred grass. These bearers 
of the oblation are calling thee. / 

Come thou, leaving many other people; come to our earnest 
prayers with thy yellow horses. These hymns, composed by the 
poets, ( and ) desirous of ( thy ) friendship, are invoking thee, 
0 Indra ! 3 

Come quickly, O resplendent Indra, accompanied by thy 
yellow horses to our sacrifice that prospers with hymns. For 
offering the sacrificial obtation mixed with ghee, I am again and 
again invoking thee with praises to the drinking chamber of the 
delicious Somas. 3 
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May these thy friends the strong, well-yoked and hand- 
some yellow horses bring thee hither— May my friend Indra, 
enjoying the soma-offering accompanied with friexl barley, hear 
the prayers of ( this ) his friend. 4 

Do make me a protector of the people, Do ( niake me ) a 
King, 0 liberal One to whom Soma is offered ! Do make me a. 
sage that has drunk the Soma, Do bt^stow on me the ininiortaJ 
wealth. 5 

May te great yellow horses that are exhilarated along with 
thee, O Indra, bring thee hither being yoked ( to tlie chariot ); 
( those ) quick ( horses ) which, well-touched by thee, the hero, 
rim in straight ways in the two directions of the heaven. 6 

Drink, O Indra, of the strong Soma prepared by tlie stronp; 
heroes; the Soma which the Hawk brought for thee that lovest 
( to drink it ); in the exhilaration of which thou didst overthrow 
the mighty enemies; in the exhilaration of which thou didst 
throw open the strongholds of the cows. 7 

Let us invoke for blessing in this light, in ( this ) battle, 
Indra, possessed of wealth, ( and ) most brave — ( invoke ) in bat- 
tles for protection mighty (Indra), who hears ( our prayer ), 
wlio slays the enemies, and who wins booties, 8 (7) 


RIGVEDA 



As. 3, Ad. 3 ] 


EIGVEDA 


[ M. 3, S. 44 


SOOKTA 44. 

Let this nice Soma extracted by the nice ( stones ) be 
thine. Enjoying, ( it ) come to us, 0 Indra, with thy golden 
horses. Mount thy golden chariot. 1 

Desiring the nice Soma, thou dost make the Ushas shine; 
desiring the nice Soma, thou dost make the sun shine. 
Knowing and obsrying everything thou, O Indra, possessed of 
yellow horses, dost promote all glories. 2 

Indra upholds the heaven that nourishes the yellow Soma, 
and the earth of good shapej the great nourishing place of his 
yellow horses. And between the two, goes the good ( Indra ). 3 

appeared, the good hero illuminates all 
brilliant space. ( Indra ) possessed of yellow horses bears the 
^yellow weapon — the yellow thunderbolt-on his shoulders. 4 

Indra discovered the lovely, white, strong Soma, extracted 
with the good stones. He released the cows with his yellow 
horses. ■ 
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RTOVEDa 

SOOKTA 45. 


, Rwhi-ViHimHiraMra; . BeUy-Iwlm. 

Come, O Tndra, with thy joyous yellow liorsf's, iiavins 
hair like the plumage of a peacock. Let no one catch ihoe, 
even as the hunters ( catch ) a hird. (kune across them as over 
the deserts. } 

Indra ( is ) the destroyer of Vritra, the .slayer of Vaia, the 
shatterer of the (enemies’) fortresses, the releaser of tlu' waters; 
he that mounts his chariot to drive his yellow horses, the 
breaker of even those that are strong. 2 

Thou do,st fill the perfomer of the sacrifice like the deej) sea, 
yea, like the cows. As the well-guarded cows (run) to the gi’ass 
(or) as the canals to the lake, even so the ( strea.!ns of Soma ) 
run ( to thee ). 3 

Bring to us wealth that shall overawe ( the enemies ), as a 
( father ) gives a portion of his wealth to ( Ins son ) that knows 
his right. Shake down to us, O Indra, wealth that shall ful- 
fil our desire even as a man witli a hook ( shakes ) a, tree for a 
ripe frint. ' 4 

Thou art independent, and a ruler by thy own right. (Thou 
art ) of good rule ( and ) of independent renown. Growing strong 

with prowess he, O thou praised by many, the best giver of good 
property to us. ‘i 
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‘As. ,■?. Ad. 3, 1 MGVEbA [M. 3, S. 46 

SOOKTA 46. 

Rishi-Vishivamitra; Beity-Indra, 

Great are the exploits of thee the great One,— thou, G Indr.a, 
who art warlike, heroic, reigiiing in thy own right, mighty, ever 
young, eternal, overpowering, undecaying, wielding the thun- 
derbolt, and renowned. 1 

Thou art great, 0 mighty Indra. With thy powers thou art 
a conqueror of riches, a subjugator of others, O terrible one ! 
Thou art the supreme king of the universe. Therefore, do thou 
conquer and settle the people. 2 

Resplendent Indra excels the mountains, Indra, unmeasured 
on all sides, excels the gods, Indra excels heaven and earth by 
his power; he, to whom the Soma is offered, excels the vast and 
great firmament. 3 


' The extracted Somas have from ancient times entered 
Indra, even as the rivers enter the sea, Indra who is vast, deep, * 
mighty, the capacious lake of hymns offered. 4 


The priests are offering to thee that Soma, are purifying, 
0 hero, for thee to drink that Soma, which, 0 Indra the earth 
and heaven bears through love for thee, as a mother (bears) 
afoetus. 5(10) 
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SOOKTA 47. 

V-khwamitra; Deity-^hidra, 


;Co tli Ju, G liidra, tlie hero, with the Mauris, drink the Soma . 
for '.Ik,' hr.itle, for thy exhilaration according to thy strength. i 
Po';r.' (lie wave of the sweet juice into thy belly. T,!ioii hast ever J 
h'C'i ;he king of the extracred Somas. 1| 

Do thou, 0 brave Iiidra, drink the Soma, thou accompanied | 
Ir; II y troops of the Maruts, thou the killer of Vritra and lull; 
0; knowledge. Strike the evemies, destroy the foes. And make', 
u,'; free from fear on every side, 2 '• 

A.nd O Indra tliat drinkest in seasoiey, drink thou our e:c- ' 
t, acted Sooia along with thy friends, the brilliant M'ariits, with i 
wiiom thou sharest the { Soma ), the Maruts who helped thee ii> 
kill Vrilrc-j, ( and who ) gave thee strength. 3 

.rirink the Soma, 0 Indra accompanmd by the wise Maruts 
who strengthened thee, O Maghavan, in killing the serpeni; 
who { strengthened ) thee, O thou possessed of yeliow isorses, 
in the light with Shambara; who ( strer;gthened ) thee in the 
iigh'; for the cows, and who cheer thee even now, 4 

Lc'.' us invoke hei’e for new favours that mighty _ 
accovipanied by the Maruts, who has mighty ('iirniit's. who i- 
lioiiV.'ujy, who guides and coiKiuciw, all, and who is the nrigv’Viy 
giver of strength. <> 


'1 G fW: i w-f; sjiH sif siit i yi 

sn% i 

s’?, .kw 1 sT=7^{:3i'fk i ijv; ''f? 

STET If: !%n; 3?¥r4 fsl I 

3 Sn, ts, sir SUTa:, % ^ yl 

3fiR: I , ■ 

, , , V Ir !• 5r.'^k ^ -^r Ir rkr-ir: F-.r aigfl-if'd 

Dr^'^:'?T«Tor:,'|r, ’w . 




fiSSi 


SOOKTA 48 


RisJd-VishtmrrMra: Doity-Indra.- 

bGi’ii, v/as -at once a youtliful 
n" the entractod drink. Drink thou 
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S00KTA 49. 

BMi- Vishwamitm; Deity'^Indra. 


Praise great Indra, in whom all men, having drunk the 
Soma, have attained their desire, who, the performer of great 
deeds, was born of heaven and earth, and whom the gods prepared 
for striking the enemis with a hammer shaped by Vibbava. 1 

Impetuous Indra destroyed the life of the Dasyu— ( Tiidra ) 
whom, the supreme king and the best of heroes, mounted on his 
yellow horses, none can defeat in battles, and who, with the 
mighty heroes, ( the Maruts ), is the greatest lord. 2 

Mighty, victorious in battles like a war-horse, the filler of 
both the worlds, bountiful ( Indra ) is fit like a great king to be’ 
invoked by praisers in a liymii. ( Indra ) the giver of food is 
dear and accessible like a father. 3 

He is the dear and excellent supporter of the heaven (and)of 
the_ firmament. He is like a chariot. Aided by the good (Maruts) 
he is, like Yayu, accompanied by bis mares, the spreader of the 
nights and the creater of the sun. He distributes wealth even as 
the order ( of a rich man ) distributes wealth. 4 

__ Let us invoke for blessing in this fight, in ( this ) struggle, 
Indra possessed of wealth ( and ) most brave-{ invoke ) in bat- 
tles for protection mighty ( Indra ) who hears ( our prayer I who 
slays the enemies and who conquers ])ooties. ' ' g 
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j RisJii-VishAmmMra; T)evty~I'ndra. ; 

May Indra the mighty hero, accompanied by the Mariits 
come and drink the Soma offered with the exclamation Swaha. 
i’or, Ms is the Soma. May he wdio is a A^ast respectacle ( for the 
Soma ) fulfil ( our desire ) by means of these offerings, May 

the ob'lation gratii'Y the desire of liis 'body. I 

; ' ' ‘ ^ . f 

j m ■ . ' ' ^ . /I 

,* I yoke the pair of obedient horses hitherward for speed, they 

whose speed thou hast always loved from .ancient times; May. 

thy gokkm horses place thee here, O Indra of handsome lips. 

Do thou quickly drink this beautiful well- extracted Soma. 2 


; ( The priests ) have placed the beneficial Soma flowing with 

milk entreating Indra to drink it as the eldest ' ( of the gods ).~0 
Iiidra,to: whom belongs the- Sonia, drink the Soma aid being 
exhilarated, send us cow^s in various ways. , . ; : 3 

Gra,tify this desire with cows and he rses, and .spread (our) 
fame with resplendent wealth. Desirous of wealth the pious- 
sons of Eiisika have with pious feelings co'mposed the hy,mn 
for thee, Indra, . ' . , , 41 
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EIGTEDA 


( Let us invoke for blessings in this figlit, in ( tliis ) st-nggit' 
Indra possessed of %vealtb ( and ) most -braYC- ( invoice ) in lie.!- 
faes for protection nigbty ( Indra, ) who hears ( onr pnrver ). vvl;. 
Wvs the enemies, wo conquers ’oootles. ' 


Rishi-Vishwamitra; Deify- In 


siifiporier of ir.eri 
1, grov-irg 
rnds'-d wiih vel' 


! May great hymns celebrate Indra, dee 
'possessed of wealth, deserving to be pmue 

Invoked by many, immortrd, ( and ) dail.y 
|coi3aposed songs. 

My hymns run from ail sides to Indra, the sor 
|a hundred intellects, ( and ) the iiiighh^ Jicio, ( led 
■of wealth, the breaker or tlie enemies lar, i. iies^es, 1 
render of the rainwaters, firm in his seat, overpow 
^iver of heaven. 


1 The poet is commended in the house 

feliss. Indra honours sinless praises.^ F 

house of the sacrifices Praise ( Indra , 
.the killer of the insolent foe. 
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As. 3, Ad 3 1 EIGVEBA ■ 1 M. 3, S.’Si 

Tlie priests Imve worshipped thee, 0 hero, the best of 
warriors, with liyiTins { and ) songs.— He, the performer of many 
exploits, runs to our help. Salutation ( bsto him ). lie has ever 
been the sole master of this ( ■world ) , 4 

Many are his eoniniands among mortals, many ( are the ) 
blessings the earth contains. For Indra, the heaven, tlie plants, 
and the waters, the men ( and ) the trees preserve the wealth. 5 

They offer thee praises, offer, 0 Indra, hjmins to theei 
Enjoy ( them ), 0 thou possessed of golden horses. Be thou 
our friend for new fm/oars. Give blessings to the praisers, 0 
good: friend 1 : ^ 

Drink lierc, 0 Indra accompanied by the Maruts, the Sonia 
even as thou didst drink the extracted juice in the house of 
Si[aryata. Under thy guidance and, O hero, under thy protection, 
the p-oets with good oblations worship thee. 
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Do thou enjoy in the morning O Indra, our ( Soma,' ) accom- 
ied by the fried corn, by the barley mixed with curds, by 
Racrificial food ( and ) by the hymn. 1 


thou enjoy, O Indra, the well-cooked sacrificial food and 
id it. For thee are the flowdug the oblalions. 2 


hat thoii our s loocl, and also enjoy oui 

even as an amorous ma,n ( enjoys ) a young w^oman. 


ymns 


hou enjoy our sacrificial food in the morning 
renowuned from antiquity ! for, great is thy 


Acept here, 0 Indra, { as ) agreeble, the fried liarley and the 
sacrificial food of the midday sacrifice, when the pious praiser, 
active and powerful, praises ( thee ) with hymns. 5 

And do thou honour our fried ba,rley and our offered sacri- 
ficial food, in the third sacrifice O thou praised by many. We 
will worship, O wise one, wdth food and hymns, thee, accompanied 
by Ribhn and by Vaja. Ai 
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We have made the offering of barley and curds for thee and 
Pusha, (and) fried barley for thee and tliy horses, Othou who art 
possessed of yellow horses. Eat the sacrificial food, accompanieti 
by thy train of the Maruts. Drink the Soma, g ])rav(' o!!(\ thou 
the knowing one, the killer of Vritra. 7 

Offer (luickly ( <! friends ) the fried barU'.v to him. ( anci '• 
the sacrificial food for the best of heroes among warriors. -- Ev(M'y 
day o Indra ! the same (kind of) fried barley ( is offVn'cl ) to 
thee, may it invigorate thee. O victorious one. to drink riie 
Somft. 8 

SOOKTA 53. 

iJ Til-: l)c'di/-ln<ti‘". 


o Indra and parvata, do you bring in (your) great 
chariot delightful food with brave heroic sons. Eat the offerings 
in the sacrifices, 0 brilliant ones ! Be ye invigorati'd with the 
hymns, being exhilarated with the drink. 1 


Do thou stay hero O Maghavan, do not go. L(“t me worship 
thee just now witlt the well -extracted soma. With the sweetest 
hymn i seize the end of thy garment, * > mighty i ndre, even ns a 
on (seizes ) that of his father. 2 
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Let us both praise, () Addhvaryu. Respond to me. Let u 
make an agreeable hymn for Indra. Come and sit on this kusa 
( grass ) of the sacrificer. And let a song be chanted for Indra. 3 

The wife is the house, 0 Maghavan, she is the home. May 
thy yellow horses carry thee thither, and whenever we shal 
extract the Soma, may Agni the messenger run to thee. 

Go Maghavan, and come, 0 brother Indra, There is need of 
thee in both places. There 'where the vast chariot shall set 
down, there shall happen the unharnessing of the neighing 
steed. ' ^ : 5 

Drink the Soma ( and then ) go home, 0 Indra. A virtuou 
wife and happiness is in thy home. Where (thy) vast chariot 
shall set down, there (shall happen) the bounteons unharnessing 
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May those liberal Angirasas, (those ) Visvanipas ( a.nd ) the 

bra-ve sons of mighty Dyaus bestow gifts on Visvamitra in the 
thousandfold soma-sacrifice and prolong ( his ) life-. A 

Maghava assumes every torm from his own i)()(1\’. Iwa" ho 
the drinker ( of the soma ) out of seasons, he, the possessor of 
Truth, thrice comes by virtue of his own hymns from lu'aven ;rt 
the same hour. ^ 

The great Rishi, god begotten ( and ) god-inspired, ( a,nd ) 
leader of men, stopped the deep river. Indra ]Hdiave<l a.s (itnir to 
the Kosikas when ARsvamitra guided Sudas in the sacrifice. (> 

Like fla.ming'oes you make a sound with the (soma-])ressing) 
stones, exhilarating ( the gods ) Avith hymns, when the soma is 
e.vtraced. Drink yc the sweet soma-juice w'ith the gods, ye 
wise Rishis, sons of Kiisika, leaders of men ! 10 
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Come, 0 sons of Kusika/ba prepared. Let g-o the horse of 

Sudas for wealth. The king ( Indra) shall have slain the ' enemy 
m the east, in the west, in the north. Then let the sacrificer 

perform the sacrifice on the pinnacle of the earth. 11 


Inas much as I, Visvamitra, have praised both these worlds 
( and ) Indra, this my hymn will protect the race of Bharata. 12 

The sons of Visvamitra have given (this) hymn to Indra, the 
wielder of the thimderbolt. He shall doubtless make us rich. 13 

What will the cows do for thee among the Kikatas ? They 
neither yield the milk to be mixed with the soma nor afford the 
milk to be boiled for the oblation. Bring to us the wedlth of the 
i^r’s son. Bring under our rule, <) Maghavan, the vulgar 
■ ’ 14 

The Sasarpari, driving away ignorance, being given by tlie 
Jamadagnis, made a loud noise. She, the daughter of the sun, 
earned the undeeaying ( and ) immortal food among the gods. 1.5 
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( Whatever ) food (there may be ) among the people' ot tie 

ive races, may the Sasarpari bring it from them quickly, y 

he fortnightly ( Sasarpari ) , that the Palast!jama( agnis ^ave 
UP. be a giver of new life. 

Mav the two bullocks be steady. May the axle be sttony. 

May no; the pole be broken, may not the .yoke b.o > 

Indro support the pins before they break. C.orae to us, O 

of unbroken peripheries. 

Put strength in our limbs, put strength, n Indra, rn oiir 

hulls; (give strength) to (our )_ eons (and) grandsons to !m^ 

( long). For hoii art the gwer ot strength. 

Put the pith of the Khadira tree in its placf', (when ihe 
chariot is 1 in motion put strength in the plank. O strong, ( aiK. ) 
^Ir^ngk^n^eli c-le, h^^ Jhou strong. Po not let us fall away trom 

this chariot. 

May this lonl of the forest never leave us nor hurt us. (May 

all be) safe up to (our) house, up to onr arnval, up to ,ouM 

unharnessing the horses. 
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Presarve us today, 0 brave Magliavan, with many mightiest 
helps. May he perish who liates us; may life abandon him whom 
we irate. 


May ( the enemy ) be heated as at tho sight of an axe. May ;| 

he drop like flower of tire salmali tree. Like a broken cooking 
pot that leaks, may he throw up foam. 22 


< ) peopie, to you is not known ( the power ) of the destroyer, 
(Therefore ) they carry the covetous oua, thinuing (him) a 
beast. They do not make an animal that is not a steed run a 
race with a steed. They do not carry an ass before horse. 23 

These sons of Bharata, 0 Indra, know separation, not union, 

( with the sons of Vasishtha ). They rim their natural enemy. 
They carry the bow about in the battle A 24 
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This hymn ( the priests ) again liiid again inis’a offarad ra- 
( Agni who is ) great, adorable and iwaise-wort hy. .May Agiii 
the indestructible, hear ns with his domestic spl('ndors--iie;!r 
with, his hea,cen]y ( splendors ). I 

8nig a great hymn in honoiTi' of great T-leav(m and Karrh. 
i\iy knowing desire is anxious. For in hymn and in sacriitces 
( made ) ill honour of them brilliant priests rejoice ahing with 
the Siicrifieer. •> 

May your la.\v be true. Be ye migfity (to give) us great 
g-ood. .\iay this obeisance be offered to Hi'aven and J'janh, o 
Agni 1 I ser\'e the gods with food ajul [ beg frn- wealth. 3 

And even the fvnlhful ancients propitiaied yon. C) Truthful 
Heaven and Earth ! In fight ( and ) in battle wairriors having 
obtained ( yamr fn.voui* ), n Earth (and Heaven ), bowed luito 
you. ■■ ' ' 4 
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Who knows truely and who has proclaimed what path leads 
toward the gods ! ( Those ) their seats which ( are ) the lowest 
in their mysterious high deeds are visible. 5 

The wise ( Savita ), the observer of men, sees in the home of 
Truth those ( Heaven and Earth ) suffused with rich ghee ( and ) 
exhilarated. Agreeing each with the other by their common act- 

ioiiy they divided their home even like the nest of a bii . 

United together ( and yet ) separated, the watchful ( Heaven 
and Earth ) of distant boundaries stood in the eternal place and 
became ever youthful sisters. Thenceforward they were called 
by twin names. 

They contain even all beings. Though supporting^ the great 
gods they do not tire. ( Father Dyaus ) is the lord of a 1 the uni- 
verse, that which moves ( and ) that which is fixed,— -all difterenb 

creation» walking and flying’ 

( this distance ) our ancient ( and ) ancestral 

brotherhood of the great father and progeniter. (Dyaus), m 
whom the resplendent praisers ( after death > go and stand m 

the broad ( and ) open path. 
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1 diuiit tills praise, 0 Heaven and EartJi ! May the sons of 
Aditi, — 'Miti'ii, Vanina ( and otfiers ), — of tender heart, eating 
thi'oiigh Agni, ruling supivaie, ever-young, wise ( and ) renown- 
ed, hear ( it ). 10 

, ’ Savita, tlio golden-lianded, the good-tong‘ued, that flies thrice 
to the sacrifice from heaven, be praised. U Sa\ita, give us happi- 
ness by tliy rising. 11 

May the god Tvashta, skilful, haiid^;, able to protect well 
(and) possessed of Truth, give us protection, with Piisha. 
Be you deliglited 0 Eililms ! Set up the soma pressing stones and 
perform ( our ) sacrifice. 13 

May the Maruts with lightening on their chariots, and arm- 
ed with javelins, tlie truth-born and impetuous sous of Heaven, 
( and ) worthy of a sacrifice, hear ( us ) with Sarasvati. — 0 swift 
( Marnts ), liestow ( on us ) wealth acc*ompanied by brave 
sons. 13 

AJay t!ie praises ( and ) the songs which are, ns it were, the 
marks of good fortune, go in ( this ) sacrifice to Vislinu, the per- 
former of exploits. — Vishnu ( is ) of wide strides, whose ( stri- 
des )the many (piartei-s of the globe, ( like ) ever young mothej's, 
do not obstruct. ■ * ^ 14 
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Indra in whom all powers take shelter filled the two worlds ’ 
with his greatness— Breaker of the ( enemies ) fastnesses, killer 
of Vritra, leader of victorious armies! do thou, ( o Indra ), : 

collect and bring unto us plenty of cattle . 15 

0 Nasatyas, you ( are ) my parents that inquire after your 
brother. Beautiful is your relationship ( and your ) achievement. 

For, you are to us the giver of wealth. You preserve the giver 
( of oblation ) with uncontemptible helps, 16 

Great is that your achievement, 0 wise gods, that you (are) ; 
all present in Indra.—Do thou, 0 friend, with the dear Eibhus, ; 
make this our hymn productive of wealth. 17 

And do you Aryama, Aditi ( and ) Varima whose laws are 
imperishable, you all worthy of a sacrifice, remove all want of 
prog’eny from our life. May our path be full of coildren, full of 
cattle, 18 

May the messenger of the gods^ sent to various places, com- 
mend us as being sinless everywhere. May Earth, Heaven and 
the waters, the sim and the firmam.ent wide with the stars, hear 
us. 19 
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May the mighty mountains wit !i eternal seats and delighted 
with the offring; hear us. May the Maruts bestow on us propi- 
tious happiness. 20 

May our path be ever easy and abounding in food. Sweeten, 
0 gods, the plants with honey. Injure me not, 0 Agni, ( being ) in 
my friendship, thou the bounteous one. May I attain the seat of 
wealth abounding in food, 31 

Eat the oiferings, shine wealth ( upon us ). Render all food 
subservient to us. Conquer all those enemies in battles. C Agni ! 
Shine all days for us, pleased in thy heart. 22 


Bishi~Prnja.pa,ti] DBity-Viftkimihii'm 

When the Usliases have risen and shone before, the great 
imperishable one is born in the seat of the cow, fulfilling the 
laws of the gods. That is one great act of the mighty gods. 1 

May the gods never hurt us, may the ancient fathers that 
knew the footsteps, Agni, never hurt us, when tlie night ( comes) 
into the two ancient worlds. That is one great act of the mighty 
gods. 2 
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My desires fly in various directions. I have exhibited the ! 

ancient ( hymns ) for the purpose of ( this ) rite. Let us speak 
nothing but the truth in the presence of well-kindled Agni. ; 

That is one great act of the mighty gods. 3 I 

The common king is distributed among many places. Divid- I 

ed he sleeps in the beds along the sticks. One ( parent) feeds 
the calf, the ( other ) mother gives rest. That is one great act of 
the mighty gods. 4 

He lives with the old females and attends on those that are 
young. He is in the young females that are just born. The maid- 
ens become pregnant and give him birth. That is one great act 
of the mighty gods, ^ 5 

The calf of two mothers that sleeps in the west soon walks 
alone without a tie. Those are the laws of Mitra (and) of Varuna' 

That is one great act of the mighty gods. 6 

The invoker born of two mothers, that shines resplendently 
in sacrifices wanders on to the top. He rests, lying on the bott- 
om. The worshippers that sing delightful hymns offer him delight- 
ful hymns That is one great act of the mighty gods. 7 
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' Before him when close at band, as before a fighting warrior, 
all creation that approaches is seen to turn back. He, the poet, 
enters into the enemy of the cow. Tlnrt is one great act ot the 
mighty gods. ^ 

The great gray messenger travels with light through _ the 
plants. Assuming many bodies he observes us. That ( is ) one 

great act of the mighty gods. ^ 

Vishnu the protector, preserves the highest wmild, siistai-n 
ing the dear immortal seats. Agni knows the whole universe. 
That ( is ) one great act of the mighty gods. 10 

The twins assume various shapes. One of ( the twins ) 
Shines, the other (is) dark. Both she who is dark and she who 
is bright are sisters. That ( is ) one great act of the mighty 
gods. 

I praise in the home of Truth those two of whom both the 
mother and the daughter yield miilk, are givers of nectar, (and) 
being Joined each to the other, suckle as mother s. lliat (is) one 
'great act of ths mighty gods, 13 
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One licks fondly the calf of the other. The milch-cow fills 
( her ) udder by the dry land. This land becomes fat with the 
milk of Truth. That ( is ) one great act of the mighty gods 13 

The ground wears multiform apparances. It stands high • 

fondly licking again and again the calf one and half years old. I 

I Knowing (this) I walk through tne seat of Truth. That (is) 1 

one great act of the mighty gods. 14 

The two>re like twe footsteps placed in the ^vonderful (sky). j 

One of them is mysterious, the other is manifest. The path, I 

though united, ( is yet ) various. That (is) one great act of the | 

mighty gods. 15 ' 

May the cows, calfless, yielding nectar, lying oblique, not j 

exhausted of their milk, and becoming new and young ag'ain ! 

and again, be shaken (o f their milk for us ). That (is) one great 
act of the mighty gods, Ig 

Though the bull roars for one ( herd of ) cows, he puts his 
semen in another herd. For he (is) a protector of the earth. He 
(is) bounteous. He (is) a king. That (is)- one great act of the 
mighty gods. J 7 
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Shall we describe, 0 People, his wealtli consisting of good 
horses ! The gods are aware of it. His horses carry bim, yoked 
fiye or six at a time. This is one great act of the mighty gods. 18 

Divine Twashta, the assumer of many torms, the inspirer, 
er^ated the people in various ways whom he feeds. All this crea- 
tion is his. That is one great act of the mighty gods. 19 

He joined the two great globes and united the one to the 
other. Both of them are filled with his wealth. The hero, taking 
possession of the enemies^ wealth, is famous. That is one great 
act of the mighty gods. 

And he who feeds all governs this our earth, like a king be- 
neficent and friendly. ( His Maruts are ) like heroes that go be- 
fore, that accompany for shelter. That is one great act of the 

" ■"' ' ■ ■ ' ■ ' ' ''' 91 " 

mighty gods. 

The plants and ti>e waters ai'e lull of thy gifts, lo Hartii 
bears thy wealth, 0 Indra ! May ^ve,’thy -friends, be sharers of 
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Rishi-VisJmxmitra; Deity-Vishwedewas. | 

Neitlier tlie wily nor the wise can break those immutable | 

Laws which the gods have established from eternity. Hence the 1 

Heaven and earth,, truly free from malice, would neayer bend j 

their knees before any mortal, -nor would the mountains which | 

lie firmly fixed ill the, earth* ' ^ 

The heavy load of the six worlds— He alone steadfastly does | 

sustain-He unto whose true faith all the kine ( of knowledge ) | 

have repaired. His three great swift and moving energies have ; ; j 
stood on high; two of them are invisible while the third alone is ■ ^ 

apparent. ^ 2 

The great Hero with his threefold lustre assumes ail these 
forms; He is triple-chested, and his offspring is spread every- 
where. With his divine majesty He reigns supreme in his three- 
fold aspect. He is the virile Hero that lays his radiant seed within 
the eternal IT shas. I' ^ _ 

AN igl: unto them appeared the great Leader and proclaimed 
( to the world ) the chariniiig names of the ( twelve ) Adity as. 

The celestial Waters have stayed their course at his behest and 
though flowing separately at first have run towards Him fiom 
all quarters. ■ . 5 
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(J Mig'hty rivers ! ihrice three are the abodes or tiie sapieiit 
Powers; and He that has measured out the three worlds is tiie 
king of kings enthroned in our assejiiblies; and hence it is that 
t!ie tliree heavenly damsels loving the true Faith and ruling the 
celestial waters, have from the High heavens thrice visited our 
assemhly like so many queens. 5 

I’hrice every day from heaven, O Enlivening God, send down 
daily three times a day thy choicest boons. Send iiiito us three- 
fold divine wealth and Treasures; bestow them, P Lord of For- 
tune, C) Wise Saviour, that they might be vouchsafed unto us. 6 


Tiirice from heaven doth the Enlivening Lord descend as do 
iiie lords Mitra and Varuna with their generous liands. Even as 
the heavenly Floods and the two boundless Worlds have im- 
plored of this Enliveiiing’ Lord the gem ( of his mercy ) that 
they inia-*!t infuse vigour ( into the creation ), 7 


Three are the Highest abodes, luminous and iinattainiable. 
of the Almighty Lord; and three are His heroes that rule the 
worlds. The gods threfore love the true faith. They impart energy 
and are uncoiujiientble. IMay they, bailing from heaven, attend 
our assembly. 8 
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RIGVEDA 


SOOKTA 57 . 

RisM-Vishwamit^ct; Deity-^Viskwedewas^ 

He that discriminates between right and wrong has brought 

round my intelligence which, like a cow without the herdsman, 

was wandering about here and there» That cow has now 
yielded to me extreme gratification for which Indra and Agni 
have much commended her. 1 

Indra and Pushan, those Heroes, exceedingly munificent and 
well-pleased ( with our praise ), have milked the inexhaustible 
udder of heaven. All the gods are much delighted with that lovely 
praise ( of ours ). May we, 0 Treasures of divinity, attain here 
your shelter of bliss. 2 

Our praises, united in nearest kinship, would gladly look for 
the display of the Hero’s mighty Power; and bowing to him in 
humble supplication, they would recognise in him the embryo ( of 
Divine essence ). Wherefore, unto the son of Power, they would 
run like cows lowing eagerly and attend on him that assumes 
great and marvellous forms. 3 

, o 

To the twin handsome worlds I address while I am setting 
together with sincere devotion the two Soma—pressers in our 
holy Rite when these thy tlames, fascinating, holy, and yielding 
in abundance to king Manu the desires of his heart, rise straight 
up heavenward. 4 
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stows exc.ellent intellect and is too well-kno'un rnn.'-iv.- \]-io a-ufi,~ 
is ])orvadnig’ all; therewith bring all lliy oru 

i!s, seat tiiem here and gratify them with this s^'-eci rjieno. “ 

Thy benevolence, 0 Agih, O God, whicJ] iibf' t*'t los', n; Oie 
of a rain-cloud is undefiled and womlroiis, i,or aii- 

vancemnet. Assure unto us that provkh'-ueo s-f i I'iis ^ ; 'Oni-.'icii*. 
God, and vouchsafe, 0 Vasu, unto us triy divi!..!- giuee .■d.ieh 
beneficial to all men. li 

SOOKTA 58= 

Risfd-Visinvflitiitrri; JJfiiij—V'isli irt 

The ITslias— the milch cow of tee Ktern."!.! viekk 

thedesired object; whereupon the son of fine g.r-cioijs V!(■,i.^'<'u ;nid 
Earth passes between tiiem. The IJshas tiiat rreveis in i/ie chuTiu 
ingcar of white light is displaying her effuigeuee, and tin; hymn 
sung in her honour has awakened the A.shvins. - • i 

Tour weli-harnessed steeds bear you, Twins, along ( the padi 
of ) eterntl Truth and wdiile ye, like our pa.reuts, ai-egiutiiig ••i'au.v 
{ to listen to our praise ), the poetic talenis of ilie 
flash forth to receive you. Remove aud wear out from us 11m iio 
stinct of the niggard. We have toiled for your favour; rn-aA otnrii' 


unto us. 
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[ M. 3 g, 58 

By well.yoked horses ( and ) an easy-rolling chariot, do you 

nZ’ wfT:?. ^to- 
ld h ; ^ -ages say ( that ) you most 

1 caail^-y go to ( help ) distress ? 

' 3 

wm you mind us, will you come hither with horses ? All 

^ ^ ^-fenvms. or, these sweet juices mixed with 

fore offered them like friends, be- 


come over many regions, o Ashvfnc +u • 

.. richAshyins, among all ’.eot^I^rMr ^ tt 

paths along which the gods go. juices for vnn 

heroes ^ " .Mice^ loi j^ou, o oonquermg 


Your ancient pleasure (and) friendship is blissful. Youi 
wealth O Heroes, is in the family of Jahnu, Benewing ( our ) 

blissful .friendships let us ( kis \ mui-,, i r • j a « \ ni j 

I mated with th/ feends, together be exhi- 

1 .11 at e g with the sweet soma. 
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RIGVEDA 


0 Ashvins of great power ( and ) ever young, do you, the un- 
injured ones, 0 bounteous Nasatyas, drink with pleasure in 
company with Vayu and his teams, the soma kept over night. 7 

O Ashvins, numerous offerings accompanied by hymns un- 
tiringly surround you. Your chariot, truth-born, (and) hastened 
by the stone-press, at once goes round Heaven and Earth. 8 

0 Ashvins, ( this ) your soma ( is ) full of sweetness. Drink 
it. Come into the house. Your chariot that assumes many forms 
readily goes to the house of him who has extracted the soma, 

( for you ). 6 

SOOKTA 59. 

Eishi-VishiomnMra; Deity-- Vishtve(Ui(sas. 

Mitra speaking kindly makes people active. Mitia supports 
tiie earth and the heaven. Mitra unceasingly observes the |X‘(jp1p. 
To ilitra offer ( o priests ), the oblation mixed with clarified 

butter. 1 
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May that mortal, 0 Mitra, who offers oblation tothee, o son 
of Aditij by a^ sacrifice, be rich in food. He who 'is supported by 

thee is not killed, is not conquered. Him distess reaches not 
form near, nor from afar. 2 

Free from disease, exhilarated by the sacrificial food ( and ) 
kneeling on the surface of the earth ( and ) performing the rite 
of the Aditya, may we be in the good grace of Mitra. 3 

This Mitra was born a king worthy of adoration, giving hap- 
piness, mighty, wise. May we be in the good grace ( and ) in 
the blessed friendship of him the adorable One. 4 

Orieat is the Aditya, worthy of being worshipped with obeis- 
ance, the inspire!* of people, giver of happiness to the poet. To 
that Mitra, most deserving of praise, offer this dear oblation 
in Agni. 5 

Triumphant is divine Mitra, the suppoter of men, (is) 
the source of victory. ( His ) wealth ( is ) most h ighly reowned. 6 
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Of Him who hy his mighty splendour, spreading wide, 

surpasses the heaven, and excells the earth by his majesty < 
To Mitra who uses his power to protect ( the pious ) o.o a!! 

the five .races of men make their submission. For It is He who 
supports all the gods. 

Among all the gods and living men, upon him alone who 
clears the juice of the scraps of grass, has iviitra bestowed sucl! 
refreshing vigour as enables him to peiiorni the duties whicis 

— ■ - ^ ^ ' 9 

he loves. . ' 




RisM-Vishivmaitra; Deiiy’‘Viii.v:edett'as. 

Here—Here in this sacrificial iiail many a rievoted oi - 
diipper has by his purity of mind and by Ms higher attain- 
ment deserved that famous knigship with you, 0 Heroes; th<' 
.marvellous attainments through which, ye Sons of Sudhanvan, 
who are invested with such a bodily form inspires a. most 
vigorous energy, ye have earned a share in the sacrifice. 1 
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The holy powers with which ye fashioned the four sa- 
criflSl vaLs, the superior wisdom wh— yejet^out 

a living crow from out of - a single hide,, and ^ ^ ' /'fnr 

uot which hy thought alone ye wrought the two bay steeds ( for 

MrirouAto these powers. O Eibhus, ye have attained the 

kinffship of the gods. _ ■, ,, i. 

The Ribhus, though Sons of iXa 

affectionate regard of no less a divinity than toeat Indra 
Thev stuck to their duties alone; and they, the pious sonso 
Sudhnvan, have gained immortality by their wi e ou o ^ 
inventive geniuos and noble deeds. i a 

Drive ye with Indra in the same car so soon as the Soma 

is ml ready for you; and come unto us, as— ^ 
splendid mien as ye desire. Incomparable are your jiarfs, 0 
true Adorers; and inimitable are your acts of heroism. O 

Bibhus, sons of Siidliaiiwan. n 

With the Bibhus endowed with holy strength come , . » 

unto us. and lifting np with thine ^ands the ^chMme 

pour down thy in ‘ire 

art bv our earnest pi ay eib, mtinix -f 

house of thy worshipper in company of the noble sons ^ 

Sudlianwan. 
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EIG?EDA 


0 -Indra, Lord of the Eibhus and Master of holy 
strength fold delight here in this our Soma libation. Accomp- 
anied ai-t thou by thy Divine Majesty, 0 Lord, praised by all. 
The ( iieavenly ) houses of the gods are under thy control 

cine tie oidinaiices, ( set for the guidance) of gods and men, 

are likewise according to their nature laid down by thee. 9 

r Ribhus endowed with sublime evergy, come here 

infusing thy noble power into the sacred hymn sung by the 

holy sage. Implored as thou art with hundreds of our eager 
■ loughts, come thou, 0 lord of countless wisdom, unto tliy 
living servant, to protect his sacrificial Rite. 7 

SpOKTA 61, 

Rliihi-Vishwawjitra; BeUy^Ushas 

O Ushas, Mistress of holy activities, thou art, by thy 
sublime power, endowed with excellent wisdom. Accept, O gener- 
ous goddess, the praise of thy hymn-singing servant. 0 Divine 
ady, ancient yet blooming with youth, animating the intellects 
( of poets ), winning the hearts of all, thou art following thv 
course according to Lord’s ordinance. 1 

Biiine out, O Ushas, thou immortal Goddess seated in thy 
ove y giittcnug car, and, inspiring a paen of truly charming 

bJ-iTtk of mighty splendour 

beai thee hither m thy imperishable golden splendour. % 
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Facing the worlds as thoustandest aloft, 0 Ushas, thou dost 
look like the blazing ensign of immortality. As thou art follow- 
ing the same course again like a wheel, turn thyself usward, 
thou that wearest a rare splendour. 3 


Pouring down a flood of light there goes the munificent 
damsel Ushas, the sweetheart of the Sun. Begetting light (for 
the world ) the Blessed Dame of miraculous powers has spread 
out her brilliance from the extreme limit of the sky towards 
this earth, 4 


To Ushas, that celestial Damsel shining for your sake in 
all her brillanoe, tender your homage full of purity of heart. 
The Repertory of sweet-mellow-twilight has set up her splen- 
dours high in the sky— the goddess with her bright lovleliest 
from has shed her radiance far and wide. 5 


Loving the true Faith the magnificent Queen is awakened 
by the Strains of the Arka Songs, and, has manifested her- 
self wonderfully above the horizon. Unto the brilliant Dawn 
as she cometh, thou goest, O Agni, requesting ( the rehearsal 
of ) the splendid Dmvma psalm. 6 


V I OT: gsffrrw sicirY Sswr i I 


V gqr ic4f m wri% gw g#r: 

w, w 'rat I 

h ( I 5rf%ro ) ftwY g?i%r 3 [. a i JTlwr, 

ifasaralk ) I 

^ 3rl: srtfrt, m w arro 1 1 art, 

twK ( ara gw ) 




I»K1I 


llBSli 


EIGVEB 


Eager for the lovely Ushas, the yearning HtM’o ha.B entered 
the boundless space just at the base of the eternal sky. Yet 
this great prowess of the Almighty Mitra and Vannia, attractive 
like the moonlight, still spreads her lingering iKaims cver:^ - 
where, 7 


SOOKTA 62. 

Rishi-Vishwamitra; Deity- Vislmwl&ivas. 

These your missiles, whirling with fiiiy, 'have never been 
hurled by you at your devoted servant. Sneh ijeing the case, 
0 Indra, Varuna, where is now that gimy of yours wlierewitb 
ye have always brought spotless fame to those that aro faith- 
fully attached to you, 1 

This your worshipper, excedingly devoted to you and eager 
for the wealth ( of divinity ), is loudly calling you for help. 0 
Merciful Indra and A'aruna, attended, as ye are by Hoaven, Earth 
and the Maruts, hearken ye unto my earnest pruyo’cs. 2 

May that choicest ( heavenly ) treasure he on rs, indra, 
and Varuna. Ours also, 0 Maruts, may be ilmi graiideui* rich 
with a full complement of valiant .soldiers. May ^'anitri, the 
divine consort, guard us with her safe shelters and may 
Hotra and Bharati also succour us with their gracious attent- 
ions. 3 
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RIGVEDA 


Accept, 0 Brihaspati, 0 God whom all the deities wait 

upon, accept our oblations and bestow on us the gem of thy 
mercy. 4 


With the melodious Arka hymns adore Holy Brihaspati 
at sacrifices. Of Him implore such a mighty vigour as none 
can bend. S 


( I implore that favour of ) Brihaspati, the Lord" of all living 
beings, who assumes all these forms, and who is most high and 
invulnerable. a 


0 Pushan, 0 god who nourishest all, and shinest with glowing 
splendour, this thy excellent hymn of rare beauty is what is 
sung by us in thine honour, 7 

I’j^ny nccept this my prayer, and be gracious towards ray 
thoughts eager for Holy strength, even as a lover, sorly afflicted 
by separation, would pay his loving attention to his charming 
sweetheart. c 


May he, Pushan, who carefully watches all these worlds 
ately as well as observes them as a whole, may he be ou 
tecting Power. 
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Let us meditate upon that indescribable, exquisite, and 
supreme glory of the Creator who animates this world and who 
would rightly direct our understanding. 

Desirous of Holy strength we with our meditative thoughts 
are beseeching of God Sawitri, the Jiispirer, and the Giver of 
good luck, for his generous favour. II 

Him the God that enlivens all, the heroic sages are adorino- 
with their sacrifices and heartfelt hymns, stirred by their true 
devotion. 1?; 

There goes god Soma, that knows the true path; there he goes 
to the meeting place of deities, to take his place at tiie seaf of 
the true Faith. 13 

Upon us and upon our men and chattel may Soma bestow 
good health and energy. I4 

Prolonging our lives and vavquishiiig our mortal foes, the 
king Soma has taken his seat at the meeting ])lace of the gods. 15 

0 Mitra and Varuna, bedew with showers of heavenly fluid 
the pasture where our kine graze; and bedew our realms with 
honey, 0 Gods of noblest deeds. jg 
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RIGVEDA 


I M. 3, S. 62 


O Gods of the most wide-spread fame, ye, delighted by 
woishippers adoration, rule supreme with the majesty of your 

nghtous powers, and with your endless attentions, 0 ye Gods 

ot purest ciees„ ' ■ 

Pi aised by the descendant of Jamadagni, rest yourselves 

drtgTt 0 ye our SomI 

draught, 0 ye Gods that make the eternal Truth prosper. 18 

END OF THE THIRD MANDAL 
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SOOKTA 1. 

^ishi-Vishwamitra; Deity-Ribhu 

_ Thee, 0 Agni, the gods united in mind and tsmVit VioxTa 

h thT by “d have sent thee 

Lord J devotion. Wherefore adore Him, the 

Lrd^ha^lovetb“^b“'®^*'\“"‘ r®’ ™h“dle the most sapient 
omniscient ®m that universal and 
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Induce thou, 0 Agini, with thy gracious words, to come un- 
to us with tiie gods, Lord Varuna, their eldest brother ( as it 
were ), who loveth the sacrifice so well and who graces it with 
his presence. ( Induce ) that Aditya, upholding the eternal Law, 
that king who protects his people, and, sustains human races. 2 


Turn unto us, 0 friendly Agni, Him who is (always) friend- 
ly towards us; bring him quickly, U wonder-working Agni, as 
the swift steeds of the chariot rapidly set its wheels in motion. 
Awaken, 0 Agni, feeling of compassion at onco in the heart 
of Lord Varuna and of the Maruts beaming with varied light. 
Find happiness. 0 Eesplendent God, for our sons to enable 
them to promote ( general welfare ), and bless us as well, thou 
Lord of miracles. ^ 
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Be nearest us, 0 j^g'ni, for our protection; be exeeedingl v 
dose ( to our hearts ), now that the Morn has brightened upon 
us Delighted as thou art, reconcile Lord Varuna to us; show 
unto us thy mercy and be prompt to answer our call ( for help ).5 

The most noble appearance of this God among us mortals is 
itself a source of greatest astonishment. And so, like the pure 
and hot gb^e of celestial kine or the bounty of a mlich-cow. 
most eiwinlde is the boon of God Agni. fi 

forms of God A^ni, most exalted, 
Ktrue and attractive. Wherefore in the boundless firmament he 
would a ppear as the Lord, holy, and, of white dazzling splendo ur. '7 

m': 

The great Mediator bears naturally a great attachment for 
all places of worship, he, that sweet-tongued Priest, seated in his 
car of ( impershable ) gold, drawn by ruddy coursers. Majestic 
in appearence and glowing with splendour He is ever full of joy 
like the assembly ( of gods ) feasting with nectar. o 
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May Agrii, for he is the wisest of all, lead us to his own 
g-em ( of bliss ) wliich the gods themselves enjoy; all tlie im- 
mortal powers have realised it through their meditation and it 
the father Heaven has bed e\)ved with his mere v. * 10 


As the multitude of his flames first rose along with the 
praises ( of the sages ), high up to the liorne of Righteousness, 
the abode of the mighty Hero, the majestic and youthful (fod, 
with bis manly form, appeared glowing with splendour, he. whom 
tiie seven good ju-iests have enkindled for tlu^ir valiant patron. 12 
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As Ad. 4 I 

Here did our human forefathers, devoutly observkig th® 
true Faith, propitiate ( God ); and invoking Him at (the break 
of ) bright Down, they did bring out the luminous kine whiGh, 
yielding dlelicious milk, had been imprisoned within the moun- 
tain cover. 13 

They prayed ( to God ) all the more as they rent the moun- 
tain asunder, and this deed of theirs was after all highly eulo- 
gised by those that were standing by. While using their batter- 
ing rams, those warriors sang out a paen of praise, and, win- 
ning back the sacred light, became the object of divine favour 
through their meditative prayers. 14 

Witb^ heart earnestly bent on the conquest of light 
the eager heroes burst open with their inspried words the hard 
compact rock which held imprisoned the enclosed herd of cel- 
estial kine surrounded on all sides. 15 

.F^irst they recalled the earliest name of the ( heavenly ) 
niiich-cow; and then they uttered the thrice— seven pre-eminent 
titles of the mother ( Ushas ). Recognising their voice, the bands 
( of the cows ) applauded them, when instantly the rosy Aurora 
appeared on the horizon with her triumphant lustre 16 
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(• .UKi, If), ) the thick gioom of the ni.^ht wns seattereh Jh< 
Hky became bright, and the splendour of the IJshas arose oi 
high; wlien at last the sun ascended the uplands closely watch- 
ing the good and evil ways of rao7-tais. 

Then a thought occurred to them. The.\' looked around and 
I^elield tiia gem that could be enjoyed only in heaven. \nd wiien 
tiiey had held and worn it, the gods visited the house of everv 
vvorsliipper. May therefore, O \ arima, the same thing happen 
truly in the case of our intelligent patron. ■ 

Hoaj-til.v I should offer my praise to refulgent .Igni, the 
jnost venerated high Priest, the siistainer of worlds. Hitherio 
this or.r friend has neither milked the holy udder of the sacri- 
ficial cow, nor pressed the pure Soma juice from that plant. 19 

Ma.v the liberator of all the holy divinities, the honoured 
guest of all the worshippers, may Agni, the Jatavedas, extend- 
ing ins pi election to the gods, lie merciful unto us. 9f) 
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both among the mortals and celestial benigs,may He, the most 
revered divine Priest, Agni, begin to shine forth effulgence 
to impel the human world to their duties 1 


Appearing here, O Son of Energy, thou dost go forth, 0 
Agni, between the two worlds as their Mediator, yoking, 0 
Most High, thy stallions, vigourous and splendid. 


I am thinking of those energetic ruddy steeds of thy car 
of Truth— the steeds that shed showers of prosperity and 
ghrita on the worshipper, and that surpass even the mind in 
swiftness. Thou passest on, harnessing thy red coursers through 
the world of the gods and of thy human subjects. ■•^* 3 


Bring Aryaman, Varuna, Mitra, Indra with “Mshnu, and the 
Maruts with the Ashvins, 0 Agni, in thy elegant car with fin 
steeds. Bring them thou, gracious God, to the wosshipper wl 
is ready with his excellent offering. 



■itiCJVRhA 


Abounding in kiiiOj gbee uiui steeds { of ki)o\v!('d,t;(', goo.l- 
!U‘ss, and intellect, ) may this oiir siu-rifice l)e rewnrded wish 
t!ie friendship of valiant men and with iudestruclihle efiic'aey. 
Almighty God, may it be rich in nourishing ]X)\vf.r and jn'ogony. 
May lasting wealth attend it resting {)n n sociwe (ledestal and 
■i|)])reciated by the assembly ( of the peo|)]e h 

The w(n's]iippei‘, who, sweating profusely, f('A-hes the sacred 
fuel ( for thy worship ), or >Yhose devoted hcaid is sweltering foi' 
tliee alone; of him dost thon, self-jtnissant. become Ihe dt'fendca, 
wherefore dost thou guard him, ( * \,gni, from .ill sorts of evil 
vioers. d 

With him who presents olfmangs lu tluM- art rich 

in food; who ponrs forth the delightful Somu and extols thee, 
r!ie divine guest of men; or who. devoted to God, enkindles 
time on the alter- with him may abide the etin'iial wealth which 
awakens generous impulses. < 

Who so praises thee at (weand morn, and, iK'.aidng oblations, 
would gratify thee even ;is a richly-caparisoned, ciia.rager, sta.nd* 
ing ready in tlie stable, would ( gratif.v his masltM' him, that 
■ienerous worshipper, wosildst thou bear tlmtugh all sin. 8 
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He who sacrifices to thee, immortal God, and, with lifted ladles 
offers thee worship, never is that suppliant adorer separated from. 

( divine ) wealth and never shall the sinner’s perfidy overpower 

hira.;;A:^^;^ ■ : ■ ^9 

The mortal whose well— achieved sacrificial rite thou, Joyous 
God, art pleased to accept— may his holy offering bring thee 
delight, 0 our youthful God, aud may we ( also be able to ) 
contribute to the prosperity of that servant of thine. 10 

He, that all-discerning God, can alone distinguish between 
sagacity and folly. He alone knows the mortals and their 
dibnest and crookMAways- as if : he 'w mark ; theife^ 
.psalms. Bestow on usi, 4 God; thy divine wealth • h)r bur ;::self- 1 
dependence, favour us with and clear our 

way to emancipation. •; 

Thee, as the greatest Genius, have the unrivalled poets - 
e itolled and established in the hall of thy order. From that 
place, (I Lcrd Agni, thou dost watch, with thy quick eyes, all 
these visible and invisible ( i. e. future ) generations of living 

'heinsg* 
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RIGVEDA 


An excellent guide thou art to the humble adorer that 
pours out Soma to thee, 0 ever youthful Agni. Bring, 0 radiant 
(jrod to him that ^ praises thee, 0 Soveregin of people, the gem 
( of thy mercy ) invaluable and attractive. ^ ]3 

We, 0 Agni, thy devoted servants, witii our hands, feet, 
and bodies as well, have toiled for thy favour, and, like the car 
whicli the dexterous control with both their arms, the wise also, 
through inous actions, have adhered to thy eternal Law by 
iixing their thoughts well on thee during worship, 14 

May we be bom of the mother ( Ushas ) as the seven 
«ages, the first ancestors of our valiant descendants. May \%e 
be known as sons of heaven, and, glowing witii mighty splend- 
our, may we be able to rend , to pieces the mountain that has 
concealed'our treasure. |i^ 

And just as our illustrious torefatiitvs of old following, 0 
.'\gni, the teaching of thy true Faith, did attain purity' and the 
light of meditation, so, we too, singing thy hymns, liave crushed 
the ( stronghold of ) draught and let out the rosv floods of 
morning showers, " i<; 
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The pious, brilliant, God-devoted and godly Angirasas 
completely smelted like iron ore all their lives. They enkindled 
and gratified Agni. They glorified Indra, and, surrounding the 
mighty herd of ( celestial ) kine, recovered possession of 
the same. ' 


Even as the herdsman would watch the herd of cattle graz- 
ing in rich pasture, so thou too, 0 aweful God, hast been observ- 
ing the lives of the gods very closely. Wherfore have their 
earnest desires { tha Urvishis ) been yearning for ( the welfare 
of ) mankind, and especially of that noble adorer who was 
nearest to them. . ; 

Thee have we served and gained our lofty purpose. The 
brilliant Ushas have lighted the pat^ true Faith and ’ 

much have we too embellished, perfect and majestic Agnij the 
eye of the almighty God. 


0 Agni, 0 Ordainer, thus have we sung praises to thee, the 
divine poet. Pray accept them, flash up thy sheen, prompt us 
to desire thy most precious treasure and grant us, 0 God, loved 
by all, thy hightest ( and heavenly ) affluence. ^0 
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Misld-Vishivain'^’t'm; Deitji^Vamadev 

Set 111 front of youi'self Agni, niio, ;'s Riidi' 
holy Rite, and tlie world's true sacj‘ifici.r?g Prie.'^ 
able ) golden hue; ( sot Him ) for year protec tif) 
expected calamity lias overtakeii you. 

Here have we prepared for thee this seal. 


with pretty clothing, is ciwaiting thee as a wife, I'ichii- a.thir- 
ed; longs to meet her- wedded loixL Turning theeliither.girtby 
thy divinities, take thy seat here. Terily these ouj- i)raises arc 
going forth to thee, O Lord of pure deeds. 2 

To Him who attentively listens to liie hiuTiiiie adorer and 
who is absolutely free from pride; to him turn, s) iaienled poet, 
thy thoughts who watches all men in mercy. Oifer thy sincere 
eulogy to the immortal God to wlscm oven the thvna pestles 
while pressing- out the juice, are si iigirig forth t'iieir praises 3 
Wilt thou, <.t Agii!. that kaowest the eternal iic.w riou lake 
heed of this our solemn effort for holy Truth? Tiiou alone dost 
perceive the Truth, and art truly thoughtful. A^'lien shafi we 
be able to sing tlse sacred psalms usiiahy sung at sacriiiciai 
feats, and when shall we form a close acquaintance with thee 
in our own home? 
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wilt thou speak) to Pushan.tiiat I 

Eudra that allots oblations to the gc 
; thou give oiit to the worid-stEiding 
totlie terrific- Thiinders? 


1 1 
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I glorify the true Faith tkrough its own eternal Truth. 
Wherefore, although, G Agni, thy saerificial cow appears quite 
young, her milk is mellow and delicious; and though she is 
sable of colour she is teeming with noiirisMiig and immortal-- 

ising drink. 9 

With the milk of eternal Law, Agni, that manly champion., 
is himself suffused on the back. Unflinching goes the Hero that 
imparts youthful evergy, making the piebled cow (of heaven) 
yield sparking milk from her uflder, 1.0 

By ( virtue of ) eternal truth, the Angi rasas have dashed 
the rock to pieces, and winning back the celestial Idne, have 
sung’ their praiser to the God. Those heroes then regained { the 
light of ) the Ushas, the embodimeent of universal felicity, and 
the sun appeared above the horizon after Agni had sprung up 
( from the alter ). _ 11 

By eternal Truth, 0 A,gni, the celestial Waters, stainless 
and immortal,' roll on with their sweet surging flood, and, like a 
warrior, incited to attack, they rush rapidly onward to fall into 
the sea. ^ 12 

Never go, 0 God, to the sacrifice offered by the fraudulent 
miscreant, by the hypocritic neighbour, or by our perfidious 
kinsman. Avenge not, O xAgni, the debt of ( the guilt of ) our 
brother and never may we be obliged to depend for our livlihood 
upon the honesty of the friend or foe. 13 
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Be gracious, 0 Agni, 
Pleased with our sincere pr£ 
accept our hymns, 0 Angirs 
dear to the gods, sing forth ■ 

For thee, O all-fenowing 
able ways, thy occult words. 
Poet, I, thy humble adorer, 
these poetical verses along i 


I 5?J1- jftOTR 
fk ^r|WR w: m'k i 


Wi?rr ^ ^ ^rrecf; ( m ) 4 i 

r%^r f^B?rr ^ , 

[ f%sr: flri%hT: sftsf r 

qr Trsr: ^^6^. sTJTfF^n-^rr gitf 

■Wrfy', cfr^: I 


633 



rtgveda 


t 


^fs. 3 , Aci 4 ] 


T'y wHi-lii'- missiles fall swiftly on the enemies. Do thou 

inders and blazing firebrand. 


Sond forth thY spying beams; thou art exceedingly pt^ 

. -.. Lv ihv worshippers. Thou ever, invisible, be the feOai- 

han' of thy humble people against the wicked smnei.' wo(- 

standeth near or afar, and let not thy convulsing v^iath him,. 

about our dEWiifell.^ 


wood. 


Get t;,yself ready, strike ( the ev 1 spmts )f ™ ' ’ ‘ ‘ 

nanifestthv divine glories, 0 Agni, ( unto us ). Unsettle he 
ILved designs of witches and crush the foeman whether related 

bo us or not 
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God^ivetb ftm intentions who, 0 ever youthful 

and dost illuminaVhishumS\om«^wL^ll^^^—^^ 

splendour. numoie home with thy divine wealth and 

tliee^^Mo lasLgtSrteff liberally adore 

hymns. To him may ah Sama 

to ■ places tliee at' thv alter f ^ his best 

desire of his be fulfiliS his life; and may that 

this Praise-tW?thin?bplnvAH praises before thee. May 

with the steed ( of intellect glory alone. Endowed 

warriors and may thou we become . the foremost of 

tact. “““laythou maintain our dominating influenoe in- 

accord, adOTe^hee^S^5°2owei^’ inte**^ should, of his own 
at night and morn. So let us lorShv +3® ^ 
heart, (and enjoy thy bli^s \ devout 

can attain : in this^^^^^^^^^ surpassing ■ the glories that men 

( of 

wealth of devotion, his best ’fripnl3 of , the 

protector too, who feels IiaDuv1n^dt^?n become, yea, his 
guest. reels nappy in duly honouring, thee as his 

■ ■ 1' A 
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Tlirough thy brothely affeetion, and ihy iiyiiiufe i _oan . ^ 
even the most powerful adversaries, and 1 ^ mrben 

love has come down to me. through my father 
therefore, unto my prayer, 0 Thou most youfchiul an. 

Priest of subdued ihind. _ . + 

Never slumbering, ever quick and propitious, vigilant, 

„«+i,nno- •^rp tbv guards; Oh, let those servants 
compassionate, untiring are tny ^^uaius, ^ u, 

of thioe, watohing from all the sides, protect us, 0 niiall.b .. 

Ci*od ' ■ ' ' ' 

Thy guards seeing, 0 Agiii,_ the blind son of ™ 

rescue him from peril. The Lord that knoweth all hat 'ha . 
protected the pious, so that the enemies, though seekuis _ 

iniure them, could do them no harm at all. 

Through Thee we shall be blest; and guards by thee sna^ 

we iincier 'itiy cafe acqw© tlie powers ( uf pinity )« . ^ 

these oua desires, 0 Truthful God, aud do this immediately, 0 

With this flre-stiek let us serve thee; accept this hymn 
which we are ohauting in thine honour. Burn do™ ]he accurs- 
ed demons, and, 0 Lord, shining with a delightiul lustit, pio 
Mire «a tmm the hatred and slander of the soofier. lo 
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^ WORLD’S GREATEST PLEASURE 

Is to enjoy the advanta.a-es of parfect health. Many careless 
young men often break down a,nd are fit for nothing. Isn’t it a 
sad thing '? ■ . 

ATAMK NIGRAH PILL 

Is the only safe and reaiiable remedy. It tones up the entire 
iiervous System. 

It imparts wonderful strength and vigour by increasing and 
purfying the Blood. 

It i.s invaluable in weak digestion and constipation. In 
short it supplies every thine a man should have. Price Re. 1 for 
a box of .32 pills. Write to-dav. 

Vaidya Shastri MANISHANKER GOVINDJI 

Atank Mgrah Pharmacy, Kalbadevi, BOMBitY. 


Surely, it is a source of joy for parents to see their child 
grow bonny, healthy, strong and stout. Why not then trj'" 
Dongre’s Balamrit which will give your child priceless endow- 
ment of vigorous body ? It checks troublesome cough. It is sweet 
to taste. Price As. 12 per bottle. Postage As. 4. 

K. T. DONGRE & Co. Girgaon, BOMBAY. 


Sample free if half-anna stamps are sent for postage 

Buy only 

The world-renowned and most efficatious 


for preyenting hair from falling off or turning gray. Only a single 
trial will convince you that this oil strengthens the hair brings 
about its luxuriant growth and, keeping the brain calm and cool, 
gives a silky softness to the hair. Price 0-12-0 Per bottle. V. P. P 
charges extra. Tel. Ad. Sukeshi, Baroda. 

Afanufactured by 

THESHAFf lNDUSTRIALWORKS,OPP.TO 
LIMBADi POLE, NEAR TOWER, BARODA 

Can be had ot Messrs. D. Chimanlal & Co. 

Princess street, Bombay. 
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THE ANGLO INDIAN DRUG AND 
CHEMICAL COMPANY- 

No. 155 Jnmma musjid Bombay 

Telcg rapliio sidiliWK !'So.\!J- 
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HARICMAND MANCHARAM & Co. have manufactured 
and sold more than One Hundred Thousand lire and 
burgriar-proof safes, since the establishment of their 
factory in 1870. It is the oldest factory in India. 
Harichand’s safes and locks are unrivalled both as 
regards workmanship and cheapness. They are equal 
to the best European an'd American Manufactures of 
the same kind. 

In the great Fire-Test held at the Bombay Exhi- 
I'iltiiofti' ''Harichand’s safe was declared to be . , 


;Ho; 'safe-TOanuFacturer, in India has won as’ many,' medals as 

' Harichand, , * , 


^nd'for our New Illustrated Price Xist, 
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.S O O K T A : 184. 


d-'Agastya; Deity-Ashwins, 

shall invoke you with hymns today tomorrow and 
thereafter. Here is your holy priest ( ready with his offer- 
ing ) as soon as the Dawn breaks out. Wherever you may 
be O Hasatyas sons of Heaven, we your devoted servants 
(shall always pray) for our liberal patron, 1 


Rejoice 0 valiant gods in our sacrificial rite, and flushed 
with joy slay the wretched niggard. Ye heroes adored with 
excellent hymns and fully aware of ( the worshipper’s ) inmost 
feelings, hearken unto my prayers with your own ears. 3 


O Pushan, (praised are) the two refulgent Divinities, 
so that they the truthful Ashwins darting forward like a shaft, 
may be taken to the wedding of Surya; your eminent steeds 
O Ashwins, are (also) extolled-steeds sprung from heavenly 
waters like the ancient pair of Varuna the Almighty God. 3 


Bestow upon us your greatest gift, ye that always taste 
the sweet mead, and appreciate this ode sung by your esteened 
poet. (See ye that) to achieve the deeds of valour people 
have always rejoiced to sing your glorious exploits. 4 



This your hymn is, ■ O bounteous Ashwins, sung ug- 
the sons of Mana. Come then to our house for us as well 
as for our sons, and find delight O Nasatyas in me, Agastya 
your adorer. " 

■ We have clearly got out of this darkness ( of ignorance ), 
and have sung this hymn, O Ashwins, in your honour. 
Come hither then by paths worthy of gods (like you) 
that we may enjoy your refreshing support that flourishes 
quickly. 6 

S OO KT A J85. 

Eishi-AgaMya; Deity-Heaven-ond-eurtk, 




Which of these two is the elder and which younger? 
Does any one know, O sages, how they were born ? These 
themselves sustain ail that exists ( in this universe ) whence 
the cycle of the Day and Night is rolling onward like a 
wheel. 1 

Though footless and consequently not walking ( like us ), 
both of them maintain their countless offsprings endowed 
with feet and able to work. Like the darling son { sporting ) 
oil his parents’ knees, preserve us 0 Heaven and Earth 
from frightful danger. 2 
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I pray to ( God’s ) infinite generosity ( which like His 
weapon is ) stainless, perfect, divine, deathless and commanding 
respect. Secure that gift, 0 ye twin Spheres, to him who 
praises you and protect us O Heaven and Earth from frightful 
danger. 3 

We should closely follow them who never suffer any harm, 
who Parents of the gods, succour others with their favour 
and who by turns stay among the gods day and night. 
Preserve us therefore 0 Heaven and Earth from frightful 
danger. 4 

Going together and young, sisters or kinswomen, with 
boundaries intermingled, ye kiss the scion of the world 
( sporting ) on his parents’ lap. Preserve us then O Heaven 


and Earth from frightful danger. 


To the two vast abodes (of all) and mighty mothers 
of the gods, through affection I pray by means of the true 
worship. ( I pray ) to them who lovely in appearance have 
held immortality ( for the worshipper ). Preserve us then O 
Heaven and Earth from fearful danger, 6 
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The two vast immense mighty and boundless PowerS; 1 
humbly beseech in this sacrifice, and ( I pray to them ) who 
blessed and happy easily secure success ( to the worshipper ); 
protect us then ye Ileaven and Earth from fearful danger. 7 

W^hatever sins we may have at any time committed 
against the gods, against our friend or liege lord, may this 
hymn bo the atonement thereof and protect us 0 Heaven 
and Earth from fearful danger. 8 

May they both laudable and friendly to men protect 
me, and may both attend me with their favour and succours. 
Would that, ' we your worshippers strongly exultant with the 
freshness ( of piety ), might move ye O gOGS in favour of 
our patrons. ^ 

Endowed ( through their favour ) with intellect 1 have 
s-ing this truthful hymn, to the Heaven and Earth that they 
might listen to it first of all. From reproach and caiumny 
may they Father and Mother, preserve us and protect us 
with their beneficent attentions. 10 

Heaven and Earth! may this prayer be truly answered, 
wl'.ieh G Father and Mother I have addressed unto you. 
Nearost than the gods be ye to us with your fevours and 

may we get that support which flourishes quickly. 11 (3) 
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Bisid~A, 


]i!i~stya; Baity- Visve-JA: vah. 


Higlily pleased with our glorious offerings and excellent 
jrayers, may the Enlivening God loved by ail come to our 
jacrificiai assembly, that O youthful gods ye may, when you 
;ome, delight us as well as the world by your ( super-human ) 
mowledge. ' 1 

To us may come all the gods united together-Mltra 
^ryamaii and Varuna the merciful God; that all may conduce 
,0 our prosperity through their might, may they keep our 
Towers free from slackness. 2 

With hymns I praise your dearest guest Agni hastening 
; to the worshippers ) and merciful; so that God Varima of 
tioly glory may be with us and that He the Lord praised 
Dy adorers may send to us refreshing strength. 3 


To ye I approach with obeisance and hopes of success, 
D Night and Morn that are like a cow with plenty of sweef 
milk. While I can measure out in the same day ( only ) ana 
bymn in your honour ye can bear milk of various sorts in 





s us: may 

the celestial Sindhu ( the milky way ) come to us like a cow 
easel to nourish her young, so that we may move with 
prayers the Son of (heavenly) waters whom poiverfu 
chafers swift as the thought carry on their backs. 5 (4) 
May he also approach us, he merciful Iwashtri accompa- 
nied. aJ he comes, by worthy sages Hither too may come 
unto us Indra the slayer of Vitra the lord of creation and 

the mightest of heroes. i / r i-i 

His good graces, moreover, that bring the steed ( of the 
mind) under control caress us even as the cow, that lick 
S tender calf. Him therefore these our prayers embrace 
like so many wedded wives,-him the most dearly loved by 

“to '‘mmL at the head of a mighty force, and 
accompLied by Eodasi (the lightning) rest near us with 
hearti The dappled coursers o them car dash 
SwSd like torrents and the gods themselves the destroyer 
of wicked foes are, as it were, wholly united with t.ieii 

friend Indra. _ x + 1 ,,. 

The moment they yoke their horses m answer ^ to the 

prayers sent forth from pure hearts, they ( at once ) become 
distinguished by their might; and even on a bright sunn] 

day their troops ( the showers of rain) rushing down aloiij 
wito the lightning, flood the soil and ponds with water. . 
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Entreat the Ashwins and Pushan to secure their favour, 
for powerful they are with their own might. Merciful too 
is Vishnu, so are Vayu and the Lord of Eibhus. May then 
I turn the gods hither for the happiness ( of us all ). 10 

Such is our heartfelt prayer addressed to you O holy 
Powers. May that be both our inspiration and ( your ) home. 
Our prayer longing for the most precious of objects is toiling 
to reach God; may we then come by that refreshing power 
which prospers quickly. H 

SOOKTA 187: ■ y 

Rishi-Agastya; Deity^-Annastutih, ' . 

Now I should extol the nourishing Essence ( of Soma ) that 
sustains the power even of the mighty, and by whose 
impetuous vigour Trita was able to slay and hack his 
enemy. ^ 

O pleasant Mead, 0 sweet Mead we fix our choice upon 
thee; so be our kind protector. 2 



with thy blessed 
Tom malice art thou 


Approach near us O blessed Mead 
succours. Beneficent, friendly and free 
that knowest not duplicity. 


Those essential juices of thine O Mead, are diffused 
throughout the realms of the Rajas like the wind that dwells 

in the sky. 4 


Those that taste thy savoury juice 
thy pleasent juices 0 sweetest Mead 
athletes ) with stout necks. 


bounteous 


ibout 


On thee 0 Mead the heart of the gi 
rith ( the aid of ) thy foresight every 
as when ) he slew the dragon with thy 


IS done 


Although 0 Mead, thou be turned to the sparkling water 
of the clouds, come even thence to us O swmet Mead in 
large quantities for our nourishment. 7 


Whatever portion of water or of vegetation we consume 
be thou the strengthening essence thereof 0 permeatiiiic 
Mead. ' j 
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What 0 Soma we partake of the dishes- ( made ) of milk 
or corn, be thou the strengthening essence thereof, O 
permeating Mead. ^ 

Be our bolus-dish 0 wholesome Plant, be the strengthen" 
ing fluid of our heart, enlightening our wits, and be the 
strengthening essence thereof O pern^ating Mead. 10 

Thus 0 Mead, from thee as frorn a milch cow we have 
by means of prayers acquired our sacrificial necessaries, 
from thee who, though always enjoying thyself in company 
of the gods, dost also ( condescend to ) make thyself at home 
ill company of mortals like us. 11 (7) 


SOOKTA 188. 

Rishi-Agastya; Deity- Apriyah. 

Enkindled thou, our God and victor in a thousand battles, 
dost beautifully shine out today along with all thy divini- 
ties. Pray, do thou, our sage mediator, bear to them our 
offerings. 1 

0 seif-born Agni, for the righteous patron is performed 
this sacrifice blent with the sweet mead-this sacrifice that 
holds out a thousand refreshing powers. 2 

Invoked by us and worthy of our praise, bear thou 

hither the honoured gods; verily thou O Agni dost bestow 
countless favours. 3 
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They have spread east-wards this Kusa-carpet worthy 
of hini who is a match for thousands; and such a seat you 
have graced O Adityas. 4 

The gates called the queen, the empress, the boundless 
the supreme, the numerous, the countless and so on, have 
shed their unctuous ffluid. ^ 

Well unbellished and of a lovely form may the Night 
and Morn glistening with splendour come and seat them 
here ( on the sacred carpet ). ® 

May the too divine Priests and sages, sweet tongued 
and most ancient, accomplish this our sacrifice. 7 

O ye Bharati, Ila and Sarnswati all of whom I am now 
addressing, 


urge us on to ( holy ) wealth. 


Twashtri the Lord that shapes every form, has made 
all these cattle. Sacrifice to him that their numbers may 
be multiplied for us. 9 

Yield of thy own accord, O sovereign of the woods, 
the sacrificial offering intended for the gods, and Agni will 
make them sweet, 10 

Agni the foremost among the gods is honoured with 
the Gayatri song, and he glows with pleasure when the 


offering is sanctified with the word Swaha. 
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SOOKT A 189. . - 

EisU-‘Agastya; Deity~AgnL 

Lead us 0 Agni, by exaited paths, on to the highest 
wealth -thou O God that knowest every religious duty. 
Remove from us sin that degrades us; and we shall offer to 
thee our heartiest prayers and adoration. ^ 

Thou O Agni worthy of praise lead us by means of thy 
blessed powers safely across all dangers and calamities. 

Be thou unto us as a castle immense manifold and extensive, 
that our sons and their descendants may live in happiness 
and honour. 2 

Repel from us O Agni all the diseases which are sure 
to afflict those whom thou Agni dost not shield. Again, 
for our true welfare, come 0 most holy God, unto our land 
with all thy immortal deities. 3 

And protect us, 0 Agni, with thy never failing succours, 
thou glowing with splendour in thy dear home; let no peril 
threaten thy worshipper, O most youthful Victor, either today 
or any time hereafter. 4 

O Agni surrender us not to sin or crime, ( and a prey ) 
to enemy or malice; yield us not to the fanged that bite, 
nor to those that are toothless, nor O conqueror, give us 
up to him that would slay ( us ). 5 (10) 
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As>. 2, Ad. 5. V. 11-12 J 

O Agni that dost manifest thyself only, in ilie True 
faith, thy worshipper who extols thee is sure to got uii armour 
to protect himself from every miscreant and every slanderer. 
Verily O God, it is thou that dost repress the wicked 
tormentor. 6 

Thou O Agni hast a full knowledge of both ( the human 
and the divine ), and yet, O holy God, thou comest to men 
early in the morn, thou wouldst in the e\'ening become 
docile for Mann’s sake, and although fierce thou wouldst 
permit thyself to be adorned by thy worshippei' ( as they 
liked ). ' 7 

For Him we have uttered our praises; and 1 too son 
of Mana have (placed my faith) in the conquering _ Agni . 
May we win thousands of benefits through the Rishis and 
enjoy the refreshing vigour and strength that iloiirisli very 
omckly. ■ 3 (11) 

s O O KT A 190. 

MisM-Agastya; Deity- 

Exalt with hymns Brahaspati (the Lord of prayers) 
who is invincible, Valiant, sweet tongued and, worthy of praise, 
to whom while he is being extolled as the resplendent leader of 
praises the God and mortals would listen w'ith ra])t attention. 1 
On Him all the prayers offered tVoni time to tiiue do 
attend, who "was sent forth as the fountain spring of ( the 
ove of) the faithful adorers. It is Brihaspaii tiiat niakes 
as) clearly perceive the greatest good: and as M'n.tarishvan 
be the pervading godhead, has made his appearance at tho 
ue Sacrifice. ^ 
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A desire to praise and adore, a love of industry ■ and 
of glory may He implant ( in his w, or shippers’ hearts ), even 
as the Sun extends his beaming arms ( towards this earth ). 
Through the power of his merciful self, the Sun that makes 
the day appears like a lion terrible and powerful. 3" 

Up ascends his fame into heaven, and like some swift 
force it courses throughout this earth too,-( his fame ) that 
he is all discerning and the source of all honourable impulses 
Like the shafts that strike the deer, these weapons of Brihas 
pat! fly towards the heavens which astutely change their 
aspect like a snake. 4 

Those wealthy but wicked persons who though thinking 
thee as being of no account yet seek to subsist by thee 
the blissful God; on scoundrels such as these thou dost 
never bestow thy choicest boon, ( but on the contrary ) 
0 Brihaspati thou dost chastise those evil doers. 5 (12) 
Like a pleasant and easy path covered with green grass 
ho is accessible, and though he brooks no restraint he is easily 
pleased like a friend. And even they who as iinconquered 
are now glancing at us, were (at first ) engrossed but 
( wore afterwards ) able to extricate themselves. 6 

To him our praises go forth like furious torrents or 
rivers which eddying under the banks rush on into the sea. 
And Ho the omniscient Brihaspati is by his divine insight 
viewing closely upon both the vessel and the waters (t. e. 
tire f aith and the Rite ). 7 
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Thus has Brihaspati the great God accessible to pious 
energy, mighty and showering bounties, been set ( in our 
hearts ), May he praised by us bestow ( on us ) the wealth 
©f valour and knowledge, so that we may enjoy that 
refreshing strength which prospers quickly. 8 (13) 

S O O K T A J9I. 

RisM-Aciastya; Dcnty-Aptrinasu 
A slightly or terribly venomous reptile or a venomous 
aquatic animal both being of a virulent type, or some 
invisible poisonous insects ( seem to ) have throughly in- 
fected me. 1 

A certain herb kills the unseen poison if simply it is 
brought near (the affected part); another herb kills it as 
it is being moved backwards ( from the wound ). There is 
yet another herb which destroys the virus, when the herb 
is struck down (on the ground), or which crushes the 
venom when the herb itself is crushed. 2 

The unseen poisonous insects infesting the reed and 
other kinds of grass such as kushara, darhha, sarrya, munja 
and hairina have infected me all at once. '3 

The kine were reposing in their stalls the deer had 
repaired to their shelter and the banner of ( human ) intellect 
was hauled down ( by sleep ), when the unseen poisons in- 
fected me. 4 

These venomous animals are to be seen lurking in the 
dark like so many thieves. Now take care O ye reptiles that 
see others bu t are yourselves invisible. 5 (14^ 
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^ Like ourselves X Heaven k your father also, the Earth 
is your mother, the Soma is your brother and Aditi your 
sister. Then ye poisons ( or insects ) that see others but 
are themselves unseen, stop to depart in peace. 6 

Those that move on their shoulders (like lizards ) or 
creep on their belly ( like snakes );■ those that sting and are 
most venomous, and all those unseen ( poisons ), wherever ye 
may be, may ye exhaust and vanish all at once. 7 

There in the east rises the Sun discerning all, slaying 
the unseen poison, and crushing all secret (foes) and all 
the witches of the Night, g 

There Aditya the Sun scorching severely all ( the wicked ) 
has arisen from the hills, (has arisen ) observing all, and 
killing those that lurk unseen. " 9 

I lay my poison in the orb of the Sun even as a wine 
skin in the house of him upon whom wine has no effect. 
He will not die nor shall we die; for he that rides the golden 
steeds has dissipated that poison, and by his sweetening Power 
turned it into sweet mead. 10 (15) 

(Look at) the little bird, it is so very small but has 
swallowed up all thy poison; yet it will not die, nor shall 

we die; for he that rides the golden steed has dissipated the 

poison and by his sweetening Power turned into sweet 


As. 2, Ad. 5, Y. 16 ] R I G V E D A [ M, 1, An, 24, S. 191 

The three times seven sparks have consumed the poison’s 
deadly effect. But they will not die, nor shall we die; for 
he that rides the golden steed has dissipated the poison and 
by his sweetening Power turned it into sweet mead. 12 

Of the nine and ninety that destroy the poison, I have 
yecounted the names of all of them, and he that rides the 
golden steed has dissipated the poison and by his sweetening 
Power turned it into sweet mead. 13 

The three times seven peahens like so many maidens 
and sisters, have removed my venom far away as girls bear 
water in pitchers. 14 

The mangoose is a small creature, but ( if the agonies 
of venom do not subside ) I shall crush the animal with 
a stone; ( and so ) I am able to turn the poison away, far 
away unto distant regions. 15 

Then the mangoose issuing out from the mountain’s 
side spake: O it is only the feeble venom of a scorpion, 
( Look here ), 0 scorpion thy venom is but weak. 16 (16) 

End of Mandaia I. 
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MAN DAL A 2 


SOOKTA 1. 

BisM-Ch'itsamadah; Deity- Agni. 

0 Agni, intensely glowing with thine effulgence, thou 
springest in thy holiness from the celestial waters, from 
the flint, from out of the forests or the herbs, 0 Lord of 
men*; 1 

appertains the* Hotri’s office; thine is 
Petri’s duty which is to be ^ and to thee 

alio belpngs the hfes^ ( or leader’s ) task and also of the 
kiudler in the sacrifice ( commenced ) by the faithful worship- 
per. Thou art the Prashastri ( the Director ), thou the minis- 
tering Priest, as also the Brahma ( or supervisor ) and the 
Master of the house in our homes. 2 

Thou O Agni art Indra the foremost among the holy; 
thou art Yishnu all pervading and adorable; thou Lord of 
prayers, art Brahma that knows the wealth ( of the sacred 
Lore ) and O saviour, divine wisdom follows in thy foot-steps. 3 
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Thou, 0 Agni, art king Varana whose laws none carf 
break; thou art Mitra the worker of miracles and praised 
by all. Thou likewise art Aryaman the Lord of the wise, 
whose joyous favours, 0 God, thou as Amsha dost distribute 
in the sacrificial assembly. 4 


Thou 0 Agni art Twastri ( the embodiment of ) the 
manliness of thy vwshipper, and with thy divine powers 
and pleasant liisti’e thy nature is the same ( as this uni- 
verse ), Coming with the swiftness ( of lightning ) thou bestow- 
est the poble steed (of intellect) and as a host of heroes, 
thou art rich in tliv wealth (of divinity). 5 (17) 


Thou, 0 Agni, grantest the wealth of vigour to him who 
adores thee; thou art God that inspires and holds the store 
of precious gems to bestow. As Fortune thou art, O Lord 
of men, tlie master of the object most dearly cherished and 
the defender of him who has sought thy protection. 7 
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0 Agni tfaee they are adoring in thifte home-thee the 
ttord of people and the most bountiful king. Thou of digni- 
fied appearance rulest the universe and art a match ( not 
only ) for ten, or for a hundred but yea for a thousand or 
mote. 8 


O Agni thee as Father, men do implore with sacrifice, 
tliee in thy glowing form they seek with righteous acts for 
thy brotherly love. Thou art a son to him who serves thee, 
and as his most trusted friend guardest him from attack. 9 


A Ribhu art thou, 0 Agni, at once to be adored-thoui 
the ruling Lord of wealth of the might of holiness. Thou 
blazest forth brilliantly, thou burnest to be generous towards 
the worshipper; and accomplishing his sacrifice dost direct 
him (in the path of righteousness). 10 (18) 


O Agni, O God, thou art the Infinite ( Aditi ) to thine 
adorer. Thou as Hotra and Bharati art exceedingly delighted 
with the sacred hymns. Thou art also ( the eternal ) Ila of 
hundred winters to strengthen his capacities, and thou 
art the slayer of Vitra, as also Saraswati, O Lord of the 
sacred Treasure. 11 
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O Agni well developed in form, thine is-^th© prime of 
life, and in thy gay and fascinating hue all the beauties do 
dwell. Thou art .the mighty energy that rescues < us from sin ) 
and thou the manifold heavenly wealth that surpasses all. n 


Thee, O Agni, the Adityas have taken as their mouth; 
the holy Powers also have made thee O wise Agni, their 
tottgiie; and those generous celestial Powers following thee 
to the sacrifice, partake of the oblation offered into thee. 13 


Verily 0 Agni, all the divinities immortal and free from 
hatred, eat with thy mouth the oblation offered into thee. 


Through thee the mortals also (are able to) taste their 
sweet beverage, and thou alone dost appear in plants as 
their embryo sparkling and pure. 14 


With thy superhuman might, ( not only ) thou art like 
unto them, but O God of noble origin, thou dost also ( in 
splendour) excel all of them put together, for, thy power 
in the height of its greatness would diffuse throughout both 
heaven and Earth. 15 
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Our princely patrons who, O Agni,, on 
bestow a gift preeminent with the kine ( of 
graceful with the steed ( of intellect )*, lead 
and us on to the highest Miss, for which 
our most valiant people sing to thee in 
assembly. 

S O O K T A 2. 


thy worshipper, 
knowledge ) and 
thou both these 
may we with 
the sacrificial 
16 ( 19 ) 


Rishi'-Gritsamcldah; Deity^Agni. 

By sacrifice fill Agni with delight; ( fill ) him that knows 
all creation, him adore with oblation and unceasing praise, 
him who is the blazing Power highest bliss, and celestial hero; 
( him ) the master of heaven, the great priest and the Leader 
in our havens ( of peace ). 1 

The night and morn have O Agni loudly called to thee, 
like milch cows lowing for their young in the stalls. 
Wherefore as the great heavenly Dispenser, dost thou, O 
Agni loved by ail, incessantly shine out brilliantly through- 
out all human ages. % 

Him the gods have urged ( and settled ) at the base of 
the aerial region, him the worker of miracles and the Master 
of heaven and earth, him- Agni famous as the car ( of God ), 
pure and bright, and like Mitra worthy of praise among 
the races of men. 3 


SI ait ^ sit spi! 31^3^ I '‘n w 3 

% ( 5 ^ = 5 ) ^ I 

( ) JITiW i*!T ( 9}! ), atr I 

«r JJOT ^ ) s 

lOl''- 



^3fTTOafr^; j g?p?i; 

, mi *t, ^ ®T^fw: m ^ sir ^f; ) i 

H Q '^f BS 'BS^: fii^g ^ %s^ Hriffes; fisRiRIS 

{.m 3I&: ) 4 ^f«: *r, siiNB5sifti 

'%,;« *?: m SfBSiW: =?fqq; 9(WS I B: afl?im'=^, t Si| 

|sr,' ^m^ B ^a5r> w f i 

; ».'| 9!^ f«B: ^:,5lfB.«r: {^) # p: *r BI9P^9i<I ifw I »«»!? TO gM 




Waxing refulgent in tlie aerial region him in hiS own 
home they have estabiished, like an ingot of glittering gold 
hoarded securely in a secret place — him the Bird of the 
piebald cloud, who firmly fixes his gaze upon both heaven 
and earth, like the bridge that stretches across the waters 
<of a river). 4 


May He the high Priest guard on ail sides our sacrifice; 
him alone do men win over by oblations and devoted praise, 
when he putting on his golden crown courses through the 
growing herbs, illuminating aerial realms as the heaven are 
emblazoned with the stars. 5 (20) 


Such as thou art, blazing forth with thy divine majesty, 
for our weal thou, O liberal donor, send forth that blissful 
wealth to us along with thy light. Turn hither heaven and 
earth for our welfare, and O Agiii 0 God, for accepting the 
offerings presented by men. 6 


Bestow on us O Agni, what is highest; bestow what is 
great a thousandfold. Fling open, like doors, thy holy energy 
for thy renown; make heaven and earth favourable to us 
through our prayers, and let Aurora shed her white glamour 
following upon the brilliance of the Sun. 7 




Ad. 5, ?. 2i j 


IG?ED A 


• [ M. '3, -An. 1, S. 3 


Blazing out every night and motn, may he like the sun 
shine out with a glaring yed light. Agni who by the hearty 
prayers of men perfects their sacrifice, is the king of men 
but only the dear guest of his votaries. 8 

Thus O Agni most ancient among the immortal divinities, 
has our human mind been strengthened by being fixed upon 
thy most refulgent powers; wherefore, ( the celestial ) milch 
cow yielding at will to the hymn-singer a hundredfold 
wealth of all description, of her own accord, settles into 
our territary. ■ 9 

to thee impress our 
sui^rior prowe^^^^^^^^^^^ large; and may our 

splendid glory emblazon high like the inaccessible sun, over 
all the five races of men^^ 10 

God worthy of all praise, 
J|vi|m prln^^ born are striving to win 

bve|phbi G Agni whom vigorous people offer their sacrifice, 

dost shed thy* light upon 
uk thino o^h e U 
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As, h, AA $, V. 21-22 3 


Thou Agni who knqwest thy creatioil, that we both 
ij adorera and patrons may live in bliss, direct us to wealth 
I which is precious abundant and most glorious, and to offspring 
I and honourable self dependence. l| 

H Our princely patrons who O Agni on thy worshipper 

■I; bestow a gift preraeinent with the kiae ( of knowledge ), 

; and graceful with the steed ( of inlellect ); lead thou both 

these and us on to the highest bliss, for which may we 
with our most valiant men sing to thee in the sacrificial 
■ asseiobJy, • 13 (21) 

! SOOKTA 3. 

I Rishi-Gritsa7nadcih; Deity- Apr iy ah 

III: it Hera hath Agni enkindled and set down upon the earth 

stood graciously before all the worlds. The holy Priest and 
eternal intelligent and worshipful God as he is, let him 
gratify the divine powers. 

H© as Narashamsa ( praised by men ) vividly brings to 
light Ms abodes-the three skies. May he radiant by his 

own might, and suffusing the oblation with sprays of ghrita 
which flows along with meditation, —may he honour tho gods 
at the commencement of sacrifice. 
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Exalted heaietily as thou art by us, 0 Aghi honoured 
before all the mortals, pray, sacrifice to the gods today and 
bring to us the invincible army of the Maruts. ^And ye 
Mends, do adore India seated on the carpet of Kusa. 3 

O Grass divine, worthy of heroes and flourishing ! Here 
art thou for our welfare spread upon the altar. On this 
seat soft and glossy as butter, sit ye Vasus, ye all the gods, 
ye holy Adityas. ^ 

Let the spacious, and sacred doors open widely, when 
called upon with an obeisance let them throw themselves 
open; they huge and undecayed, are known to sanctify the 
( upper ) class famous for its excellent heroism. 5 (22) 

and our sacrificial rites, the Night and 
Morn in their full blown charms and fascinating like a bird, do 
always fulfil— they spinning out the extended thread (of life 
and worship ), propitious and yielding easily the milk ( of 
desires ) with which they are overflowing. 6 

heavenly priests most ancient, most wise 
^ellf shaped, offer properly the oblations with the Rik hymns; 
and duly worshipping the gods at the proper time, deck 
( the divinities ) seating them on three high seats at the 
centre of the earth. ■ 7 
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Saraswati rendering our meditation fruitful, the divine 
Ila and the all conquering Bharati-three godesses sitting as 
their wont on the Kusa-carpet guard their own flawless 
shelter. 8 

See the god-devoted hero who listening ( to the prayers 
of all ) has appeared golden hued, well developed and full 
of youthful life. May he, Twashtri, bestow offspring on us 
and produce among us such at owering personality as should 
betake himself to the path of the gods. 9 

Let the sacrificial post stand near and let loose the 
the sacrificial offering which Agni will then cause to be 
dressed. Let the divine slaughterer well versed in his duties 
then carry the offering forward thrice anointed. 10 

Ghrita has been sprinkled, for ghrita is his source, in 
grita does reside and grita is his domain. Bear off as is 
thy wont, the offering and rejoice as thou dost take with 
thee, O hero, the oblation consecrated with the word 
Swaha. 11 r231 
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riguh-, Deity-AgnL 

the most radiant Agni the most holy, 
the guest of men and the embodiment of bliss, -who the 
all knowing god has, like a dear friend, been eagerly sought 

after by the godly people. 

Him having adored in the home of celestial waters, the 
Bhrigus established him in two places in the house of worshipp- 
ers. May he be hailed with acclamation all over the world, 
he the leader of gods and urging swiftly our steed (of 
:lntelleck).' ■ 

desirous of staying among the human worshippers 
have kept Agni here as their dear and intimate friend, who 
Shone duk^^^ d^^^ longing Nights, and who to the adorer 

is the devotion in his own house. 3 

growth like ( the increase of ) one’s own 
I priiibfiti, and his very attractive even 

when enraged he is burning the ground; for, while rushing 
throiigh tlm plants he smites right and left ( with his fiamas ) 
as the facing horse would thrus out his tongue and violently 
y.shh|^5hisr:;taih ^ ^ 
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When ( the poets ) praised the terrific might of him 
who consumes the forest ( of sin ), he made his well shaped 
form visible to me as he had done ere long to his other 
worshippers. And whenever he shone out delightfully with 
his wonderful glare, he would just appear to abate, only to 
blaze out with youthful vigour the next moment. 5 (24) 
He that appears as it were to thirst for consuming the 
forests (of sin), resounds as he dashes on in his course like the 
roar of a torrent or the rumbling of chariot wheels; and 
handsome with his blazing form, and leaving the dusky trail 
behind He shines out smiling conspicuously, as does the heaven 
with the glittering cloud. , 6 

He diffuses abroad burning the ground as he rushes on 
unchecked, like a wild animal roaming at his sweet will 
without a master. Even the dark smoked refulgent Agni 
appears as it were to kiss the earth as he goes about scorch- 
ing the brushwood. 7 

Gratefully remembering thy favours I have sung this 
meditative hymn to thee in his third sacrificial session. 
Bestow on us then O Agni, thy heavenly splendour eminent 
with an unbroken line of heroes, mighty, and endowed with 
holy strength and noble offering. g 

May we Giitsamadas, adoring thee in solitude vanquish 
by thy help our enemies that are rusliing towards us; and 
that we may subdue all of them, with our band of fine 
warriors, grant unto us, thy worshippers and their patrons 
a unique and youthful vigour. 9 (35 
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S O O K T A 5. 

EisM-SomahutihBkriguh; Deity-Agni. 

The High Priest ( of sacrifice ), the living Father ( ot 
the InLrse) has appeared to favour our forefathers Him 
that perfects our rites to secure the conquering and divm 
treasure, him the holy hero, may we he able to retain. 1 
He in whom as the Leader of sacrifice are centred the 
seven rdnsT performs as the Cleanser as in Manu’s case 
every thing that relates to the eighth 

Whatever oblations the priest has to offer, 

u rviracj Vto Vin<a to sin®" He God knows all that, tor 
prayer-hymns he has to sine,, ixc 

He holds the knowledge ( ot all rites ) even as the felly 
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Let^ Agni the Priest himself perform for Iiis own delio-hi 
the duties of sll the priests; then we shall all the more I<»v€ 
to offer him our praise and shall dedicate our sacrifice tc 
him, , , 

^ That He the all-knowing Agni may gratify all the holy 
deities, this sacrifice which O Agni, we have performed we 
dedicate to thy service alone. § 

SOOKTA 6, 

Rishi-Somahutih Bhriguh; Deity- Agni. 

Here O Agni is the fire-stick, here is my service 
( offered to thee ) both of which be thou pleased 'to accept, 
and these are my prayers unto which please hearken. 1 
Thou O Agni that springest from virtuous energy and 
lovest the steed ( of devotion ), thee do we propitiate by this 
holy prayer, O thou Agni of noble birth. 3 

Then with prayers let us adore thee that lovest our 
prayers, and O giver of Wealth that seekest the wealth 




As. 2, M. 5, V, 87-g8 ] R J 6 V E D A ,, C . M. 2, An. I, S. 1 

'•2 

To Mm that praises thee to him that seeks thy protection 
0 youthful Herald of Divinity, come here moved by our 
prayers, come thou 0 holy Priest. 6 

Verily O Agni, O sage that knowest both the divine 
and the mortal life, thou movest in the midst ( of people ) 
as their Mediator humane and friendly. 

Do thou knowing every thing then gratify the gods; 
0 thou that dost constantly observe all, sacrifice to them 
and seat thee on the Kusa carpet. 8 » i2>7) 

SOOKTA 7. 

Bishi-Soniahiitih Bhriguh; Deity-Agrtu 

0 ever youthful Agni affectionate towards Bliarata, bring 
unto us wealth divine, preeminent and desired by all, O Lord 
of the divine Treasure. ! 1 

May no disregard for either God or man ever rule our 
hearts; enable us to overcome that as well as the enemies 
( of the pious ). 2 

And by thy favour, we may, as through a tiny rivulet 
of water, ford across the stream of enemies. 3 

O Purifier, O venerable Agni, holy and bright dost thou 
shine out when invoked with offerings of ghrita. 4 

■ Ours art thou, O Agni, O Bharata, when with hearty 
prayers, with vigorous Sama hymns and with eight footed 
Riks, thou art invoked. . 5 


% I ?r: fit?r 3?r nfl i 

vj 1 3m I %rEi:, ft???: fEr: ( |3i% f| i 

« n (Efii.) ftsRt (%H) fqa?f: I ftff%E?{: (ctr;) 3Tfgw^??ftr, ^ tflft ^ j 

1 1 I 3#F, I see i 

!RE'4E?T =?r ( ) SEElft: ET: R tUcf, E?E?li; aift qfq ( g: ) | 

^ :jET Eqqr qnr f|f: srfET i 

V f affl, E^^ ihft: 9 !f|ET: ( UR) ^ i 

H I Eq ft: sfsn^ft: 3fT|Er: ( ?t: eift < 


411 





As. S, A4 5, V. 3S-29 ] R ! G V E 0 A [ .\J. 2. Ah. 1, S. 8 

Fuel is thy food, and butter the drink of thee who art 
th© most ancient Priest, the pre-eminent and marvellous 
offspring of Holy Energy. ^ 08) 

SOOKTA 8. 

RisM-Gritsamadah; DeMij-Agni. 

Praise, as a warrior would his victorious car, the boons 
of Agni the most glorious and munificent god-head. 1 
“He who is the best leader of the giver, and who him- 
self untiring wears out the enemies, appears with his dignified 

mien when invoked. , , . . , ^ 

Who with his indescribable splendour is in every home, 
being praised every night and morn, and whose order can 

never be upset. ^ 

Who like the sun, shines wondrous with his glowing 
rays and glare, and appears most vivid with his never decaying 

flames. ^ -a ^ 

Him who devours all, have the sacred hymns glorified 

by describing his universal supremacy, and who holds all 

the grandeur in himself. 5 

By the gracei of Agni. of Indra, oi boraa and the gods, 
may we live free from sorrow and conquer those that attack 
us with armed force. ® 0^) 

End of Adhyaya V. 
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Mdiiyaya 6® 


RisM-Gritsamadah; Deity- Agni. 

In Ms proper place, Agni the High priest, all knowing, 
■fierce, refulgent and of surpassing ability is seated, he whose 
forethought has maintained his laws unviolated, and who 
giving thousands is pre-eminently excellent and of pure 
speech. ^ 

Thou our Mediator, our saviour in the next world and 
our champion, thou dost lead us to the highest wealth. 
And for the everlasting welfare of our olfspring and our- 
selves, be 0 Agni, our protector glowing and ever 

vigilant. ^ 

O Agni, in thy loftiest abode; let 

us adore thee with hymns in thine home here beneath . 
In whatever place thou hast sprung up, I must offer my 
worship; and wherefore, they have mads their offerings to thee 

when thou wert ablaze. 3 

O Agni well-skilled in sacrifice and listening to prayers, 
do thou sacrifice to the gods and commend highly this our 
offering the only humble present we (jan tender to ,thee. 
Verily” thou art the Lord of all wealth ( human and divine )- 
thou the inspiring genius of brilliant speech. 4 
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I sprinkle Agni wiuh ghrita and sacred offerings, liio 
who has his home everywhere in all the worlds; who is 
vast all around, mighty and all embracing through his youth- 
ful vigour, and who is strong in all the food and of a dignified 
mien. , ^ ^ 

Him who faces at once all the directions I sprinkle ( with 
ghrita ), which service may he be pleased to accept with hiS 
mind absolutely free from malice. Though endowed with the 
lover’s grace and with a charming colour, Agni may not be 
touched when he rages furiously. 5 

Know thy portion, -thou conquering through thy superlative 
qualities; with thee for oUr mediator we shall sing thy praise, 
as Manu did. Agni perfect and diffusing sweetness, I desirous 
of wealth, invoke with ladles eloquent with praises. 6 (3) 

SOOKTA 11. 

Rishi- Gritasmadah; Deity-Agn i. 

Hearken unto our prayer, disregard us not; let us be 
thine own when thou givest away thy ,( divine ) treasures. 
These our earnest and ^ vigorous entreatie.3 made longingly 
for that wealth, are spreading thy fame, .speeding towards 
thee as the surging riyei’s flow ( unto the sea ), 1 

Thou 0 Indra hast set free and Mly swelled the tide 
i of the heavenly waters ) mighty and copious but immured, 
O Hero, by the dragon Ahi; and the ungodly enemy who 
thought himself to be immortal, thou hast dashed to pieces 
in thy rapturous joy caused by our spirited hymns. 2 
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The hymns with which thou art so pleased, and the praises 
or the songs sung by the sons of Eudra, ail these flawless 
and brilliant things wherein thou art very muph delighted, 
run towards thee alone as ( sweet scent woiild ) towards 
the breeze. 3 

Verily we exalt thy untarnished prowess and lay the 
splended thunderbolt upon thy manly arms: whence 0 India 
■ with thy untarnished glory and flushed with joy, do thou 
for us vanquish the ungodly tribes with thy bolt dazzling 
like the sun. 4 

Him-the demon Ahi-well-posted in the depths of the 
sky, mysteriously concealed and enveloped in waters; luma 
great enchanter securely lodged therein and obstructing both 
the heaven and the heavenly floods, -him thou hast ^siain 
with thy (divine) valour. 5 (3) 

We' shall O India praise thy ancient great deeds, and 
we shall praise thy recent exploits as well; we shall praise 
thy bolt yearning for thine arnis and we shall also praise 
thy bay steeds, the twin harbingers of the sun. 6 

Verily thy vigorous steeds displaying their mettle have ' 
sent forth their vociferous cry that causeth the ( heavenly ) 
glirita to dribble; whereat the earth ( wa.s stunned and ) 
instantly spread herself to her fullest extent, and the mountain 
that was just about to move paused then and there. 7 
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Down settled the mountain without fail, which till then 
was resounding and wandering with those motherly waters. 
That voice ( the worshippers ) swelled in the far off climes 
and thus spread broadcast the Word inspired by Indra. 8 

Indra has hurled down Vitra- the great wizard that had 
occupied the depths of the ( celestial ) ocean; and both 
heaven and earth qua led in terror of the tremendous roar of 
the mighty hero’s bolt. 9 

Loud thundered the mighty hero’s bolt when that Friend 
; of men burned to death that inhuman monster, and when 
he baffled the wiles of that treacherous devil-he , ( Indra ) 

I who had drunk that flowing sweet Soma- 10 (4) 

f 

; Drink, drink O Indra, O hero, this sweet Soma, and 

j may the gladdening fluid make thee hilarious. Filling both 
thy sides, let the juices enhance thy joy, and lo ! the 
■ gratifying drink has really delighted Indra. 11 

May we be thine, O Indra; may we thy devoted adorers 
i serving thee according to the True Rite, love thee with ail 
j our heart. Longing for thy favour may we be at once deserv- 
ing of the gift of thy divine wealth. 12 
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Would that thou didst call us as thine own;-we by thy 
favour seeking thy protection have been developing our 
noble energy. O God, wilt thou bestow upon us that v^eaM 
we are earnestly seeking-wealth which should call forth our 
greatest prowess and should give us a following of heroes. 13 
Thou crivest us the haven of bliss, givest us a true friend, 
o-ivest thou, 0 Indra, the support of the army of the Maruts 
and also of the loving and joyous winds that taste the first 

libation of Soma. b i • i +t • a 

Let them too in whom thou art delighted drink this Soma; 

but O Indra that art ever sated and firm, do thou also taste 
the beverage. 0 saviour, thou hast not only exalted us in 
battle, but (at the same time ) resounded the heavens als^ 
with the songs of the Maruts. lo (o) 

Verily great are they who, O saviour, have by their hymns 
and their service earned the haven of bliss. Only those 
that spread the kiisa carpet for thy seat and are^protected 
by thee, have attained the holy strength. y 

Verily, O Hero, thou rejoicest in the deeds of peril; drink 
then, this ’ Soma juice at the great Trikadruka feast, O Indra; 
and ’stroking thy moustaches in great delight, come with thy 
bay steeds to drink the soma poured out. 1 
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Display that valour, 0 Hero, whereby thou didst crush 
Vritra and the demon Aurnavabha as well, when thou didst 
uncover the holy light for the Aryan race, ( and when at the 
' - very moment), that unbelieving enemy sank down dead, 

O Indra, to thy left hand. 18 

May we gain their friendship, who have with thy succours 
' j and with their true Aryan valour, conquered all their un- 

believing foes. It was for our sake that thou didst deliver 
Vishwarupa son of Twashtra into the hands of Trita one of 
! our friendly men. 19 

‘ For the sake of this Trita, flushed with joy and pouring 

; out Soma for thee, thou waxen strong hast flung down the 

i demon Arbuda. And whirling round his missile as the sun 

does his wheel, he has rent ¥ala asunder he, Indra, the 

Angirasas. 20 

I Now let that Cow of thine yield his cherished object 

j to him who brings eulogies to thee, O Indra-that docile, 

and bounteous cow ( typifying thy generous impulse ). Bestow 
^ thee; forsake us not, 

thou art our good luck, and let us sing thy great glory 

our heroic men. 21 (6) 

p) : :• s O O KT A' 12. ■ 

Rishi-Qritsamadah Deity-Indr a. 

' The moment he appeared he was the first and most lofty 

soul and the lord who adorned the gods by his divine might; 
before whose fury and glare of prowess the two worlds 
i shaked through fe ar. He Q people, is Indra. 1 
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fhA ^®^®® and compact, anc 

t^he agitated mountains quiescent; who measured out thi 
toundless aerial region and firmly fixed the starry heavens 
He 0 people is Indra. ^ 

He who slew the dragon Ahi and set free the sever 
Kirers to flow, who brought the luminous kine out of Vala’« 
prison, produced the spark of fire betwem two hard stones 

and totally routed the unbelievers in battles, He O people 
IS indra, ^ 

ih tiiese unstable worlds, who vanquishing 

the unbelieving folks made them skulk in the mountain 
eaves, and who always victorious snatched away, as the 
hunter does his game, both the pride and prosperity of wicked 

enemies-He O people is Indra. 4 

He the most High, of whom they ask “Where is he” 
or verily say of him, “He is not”. But he drives oif like 
(so many) birds the prosperity of wicked enemies; place 
your faith in Him, for He O people is Indra. 5 (7) 

Who^ moves to action the rich as wmll as the poor, the 
ymns singing wophipper and the supplicating poet; w^ho 
appears most dignified as protector of the man who joins the 

is Into O people 
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He at whose command are all the steeds, kine, towns 
and chariots; who has brought the sun and the dawn into 
existance and who leads the heavenly waters ( down to this 
earth) He O people is - 7 

He to whom the two contending armies rushing towards 
each^ other, loudly call for help, -both of them hostile forces 
‘g fighting on this side or on that; and to whom appeal the 

two persons mounted on the car of the same cherished object, 

I edch for himself, He O people is Indra. 8 

He without whom no people can be victorious, and whom 
while fighting they call for assistance; he who has been 
I the prototype of this universe and who can shake even what 

t is unshakable, He O people is Indra. 9 

I He who smashed with his thounderbolt all those that 

» always committed heinous sins regardless of the consequences; 
I he who would never forgive the scoffer for the insult 
I flung by him, and would slay all the ungodly enemies, He O 

i people is Indra. (8) 

; Who on the fortieth day of Sharad discovered and hewed 

i down the demon Shambar lurking among the mountains, and 
§ Slew the demon Abi lying prostrate in his last effort 

l| to put forth his valour, He O people' is Indra. 11 




He with sevenfold rays, the fierce and mighty Hero 
let down the seven great Rivers to flow as they pleased, 
who with arms strong as adament dashed to pieces the demon 
Rouhina, when by scaling he attempted to assault the heaven, 
He O people is Indra. 12 

He to whom even heaven and earth bow in obeisance 
and before whose fury the mountains themselves quail; who 
tastes the worshipper’s Soma, and who the mightiest, and 
thunder armed wields his bolt. He O people is Indra. 13 
Who with his succours protects him that pours the Soma, 
him that dresses the the oblation, and him that offers his 
prayer or offers his praise; to whom the holy chant bringeth 
great Joy as also does the Soma and the worshipper’s hearty 
homage, He 0 people is Indra, 14 

Since, thou incomprehensible dost thyself bestow thy 
holy strength upon the worshipper who offers his Soma and 
dresses the the oblations to thee, thou dost really exist and 
art true; whence O Indra may we, thy darlings, ever sing 
to thee the sacred lay along with our heroic men. 15 (9) 

SOOKTA 13. 

Rishi- Gritsamad ah; Deity-Indra. 

The rainy season is the Mother of Soma, and born from 
waters he at once enters them wherein he grows; hence full 
fledged has the plant grown teeming with the milky juice; 

this is the nectar of the stalk, and this is thy chief deed 

worthy of all eulogy. ' 1 
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Coursing together, Him they approach bearing milky 
showers from everywhere, which they have brought as food 
for the sustenance of the universe. { His is ) the common 
path for the downpouring ( cloud ) to flow; and therefore 
thou who hast done all this, art worthy of eulogy. ^ 

The one ( the human being ) tells of what ( the other 
i. e. G od ) has granted to him. Another whose business it 
is to destroy all forms, stalks on plying his deadly task. 
( A third ) puts up with all the mischiefs that one commits, 
and thou who hast done all this art surely worthy of 
all praise. 

There they ( the clouds ) sit dealing out prosperity unto 
people, ( as lavishly ) as wealth given more than the back 
could bear to him who asks for it; chewing as with teeth 
he (the infant) eats the food (created) by thee the Father 
of all; and thou who hast done all this art surely of every 

hast created the earth to look charming with the 
skv and hast, O thou slaying Ahi, marked out the path of 
the^ holy rivers. God as thou art, thee the gods 
move with hymns alone, as a warrior would be ( refreshed ) 
with water; and thou who hast done all this art surely 

worthy of every eulogy. - . j xv ^ f 

' Thon’/'o^ food and prosperity, hast made the moist 



By thy divine law, blossoming and fruit bearing trees, 
and rapid streams coursing swiftly, thou hast maintained 
on land; thou hast made the incomparable lightning in the 
sky, and vast though the oceans are, thou thyself vast that 
compassest them, art wholly worthy of all eulogy. 7 

Thou, who hast sent the demon Narmar with all his 
glory to death, for securing power to the worshipper and for 
destroying the ungodly tribes; who thus hast saved thy flashing 
sword from hiding its face and hast performed many more 
such deeds, art certainly worthy of all eulogy. 8 

Or thou who yoking a thousand steeds to thy car didst 
come on hearing the call and didst help thy worshipper; 
who for Dabhiti hast cast the godless enemies into the 
prison where no fetters are needed and who didst become his 
most trusted defence, art verily worthy of all eulogy. 9 
Even the force of all the river-dams has always yielded 
before his superior might, and their grandeur has paled before 
the wise creator; the six regions and the five quarters of 
space hast thou fixed and yet hast remained exalted above 
them all, wherefore thou art worthy of all eulogy. 10 (11) 
Altogether deserving all glory, O Hero, is thy heroism, 
that with a single wise act thou resumest the wealth and 
the prime-of“life of conquering Jatushtrita, whence O Indra 
thou that hast done all these deeds art really worthy of 
all eulogy. 11 
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Thou hast stilled' the rapid current of the speeding river 
for both Turviti and Vayya to swim across. The outcast 
Paravrija sunk down to a sordid state didst thou exalt, and 
though he was stark blind and lame thou madest him known 
to fame, for which thou deservest ail our eulogy. xt 12 
Prepare thyself, O Lord of all treasures, to bestow on 
us that , boon of thine, -for, copious is thy store full of choicest 
objects,~that boon which, O Indra thou thyself would st always 
make known as most excellent; and let us sing to thy great 
glory, in the assembly, with our heroic men. 13 (12) 

S O O K T A 14. 

Rishi-Qritsamadah; Deity-Indra, 

Bring, 0 Adhvaryus, the Soma juice for Indra, and with 
beakers pour out the exhilarating beverage. That great 
warrior is always desirous of tasting it; offer it therefore, 
to the hero that showers his boons, for this is what hb 
wishes tQ have!. , , 1 

O Adhvatyus, to him who struck down, as the lightning 
fells a tree, the demon Vritra that had enveloped and blocked 
the heavenly showers; bring the beverage to him who longs 
for it, for it is Indra alone who really deserves that draught. 2 
O Adhvaryus, to him who slew the demon Dribhika, 
set the herd of the luminous kine at liberty and discovered 
the haunt of Vala; bring the Juice to him who pervades 
the world, as the wind moves in the sky; and clothe Indra 
with stalks of Soma as a flashing missile is covered over 
with cloth decorations. 3 
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Him who, O Adhvaryus smote down Tirana the demon 
that assailed Him with his nine and ninety arms spread out 
and who dashed down Arbuda to pieces, him, Indra, earnestly 
urge to taste the draught we have offered. 4 

Ye Adhvaryus, to him who did Svashna to death, who 
slaughtered ravenous Shushna and Vyansa, and who crushed 
Pipru, Namuchi and Rudhikra; him, to Indra, ye offer the 
libation of your beverage. 5 

Ye Adhvaryus, to him -who battered down, as if with 
his bolt, the hundred and one huge castles of Shambar, and 
who Indra laid a hundred thousand warriors of Varchi dead 
on the field; to him ye offer your Soma. 6 (13) 

Ye Adhvaryus, to him who slew a hundred thousand 
of the enemy and strewed them dead on the bosom of the 
earth, and who cut up the warriors ( inimical to ) Kutsya, 
Ayu and Atithigwa; to him ye offer your Soma. 7 

Whatever thing, O manly Adhvaryus ye desire to accom- 
plish, ye obeying his commands, will attain through Indra 
alone. Wherefore, ye holy men, bring the beverage filtered 
by the hands, to most glorious Indra; to him ye offer your 
Soma, 8 
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O Adhvaryus, ©bey what he has ordered you to do towards 
him; bear unto the juice mixed with a little water the 
juice of the plant held sacred in the forest itself. Though always 
self satisfied, he desires to taste the juice squeezed by your 
hands; to Indra, therefore- offer the exhilarating draught. 9 
Like the cow’s udder teeming with milk, with Soma fill 
( the chalice ) and gratify the bounteous Indra. This much 
I know; of this I am quite sure that the Holy One very 
well remembers him who sincerely desires to render the 
sacred service. 2o 

Him, O Adhavaryus, the Lord of the divine Treasure, 
and of the earthly and material wealth as well: him Indra 
gratify with the Somas as a champion in war is honoured 
with (showers of) corn; and be this only your business. 11 
self, O Lord of all Treasures, to bestow on 
us that boon of thine-for copious is thy store full of choicest 
objects, -that boon which, 0 Indra, thou thyself wouldst always 
make known as most excellent; and let us, therefore sing 
to thy great glory in the assembly, with our heroic 
men. 12 (m 

Mishi-Gritsamadah; Deify-Indra. 

How of the Most High and true God, the mighty and 
true exploits I shall sing; for in the Trikadruka’s feast 
Indra drank the Soma mead and in its exultation slew the 
Dragon Ahi. 1 

■*> I ^ qfrfq fqgcR; ( ^14 ) ^ ( | ^qiaftfq q; 

sTfkqiq^, ( e? ) i 

<50 I arcw:, qqr dt: Sjq; ( sr dld-fk; 

( yqq ) q qsrq; I 

<, : dt m:, U^ir I 3;%C ( ^ 

dlMk: S’JTcl, c!qq 3{q: q: 3Rf I , 

(^) icra: 3T<EB¥d 3T3 f q; qf% 

sresqq; ( 3?q: ) adlu: ( qqq:) fqqq (% ) ) qqq I 

■j g 3Rq ’Efcq^, BT^rfk qcqr ^wrrfq s st*?! 5 ?^?^ 

arlqqq qq qr^i srflq, 1 

427 



Unsupported in the mid sky the huge starry heavens 
he has fixed, and within the space between he has filled 
( with the wind ) the aerial region. It is he who has also 
sustained the earth there and widened it; and these things 
India has done in the exulting joy of Soma. 2 

The east and the other directions he has measured, as 
if it were a house with fixed limits, and with his bolt dug 
out the channels or rivers. He has easily made them flow 
along thy far extending paths; these things did Indra in the 
exulting joy of Soma. 3 

He surrounded the miscreants who had kidnapped Dabhiti 
and burned up all of their weapons in a blazing fire. He 
then made his worshipper rich in kine and chariots; and 
these things did Indra in the exulting joy of Soma. 4 
The current of the mighty roaring torrent he stayed from 
flowing, and safely carried across those who were unable to 
swim; then having got through the stream they went in for 
the attainment of ( divine ) wealth; such wonderful things 
did Indra in the exulting joy of Soma. 5 (IS) 

With his divine might he made the ocean flow upwards, 
and smashed with his thunderbolt the car of the Dawn, 
cutting with his swift moving army through her sluggish 
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Discovering ’( by Indra's favour) the: place where the 
young maidens were hiding, Paravrij suddenly appeared before 
them; and lo ! though cripple he could nicely walk, and though 
stark-blind he could nicely see; such wondrous things did 
Indra in the exulting joy of Soma. 7 

Extolled by the Angirasas, he rent asunder the demon 
Vala, shattered the strong bastions of the mountain, and burst 
through their skilfully built barriers; such wondrous things 
did Indra in the exulting, joy of Soma. 8 

Overwhelming Chumuri and Dhuni with deep sleep, thou 
didst slay the ungodly foe and preserve Dabhiti who leaning 
on thee as his staff, came by the imperishable treasure of 
gold. Such wondrous things did Indra in the exulting joy 
of Soma. 9 

Now let that amiable and bounteous cow of thine-the 
cow ( of thy generous impulse ) yield the choicest object to 
him who extolls thee O Indra. Bestow ( the same favour ) 
upon us thy worshippers; forsake us not, thou art our good 
fortune, and let us sing thy great glory in the assembty, 
with our heroic men. 10 (16) 

S O O K T A J6. 

Rishi- Grifsmnadah; Deity-Indra. 

To Him the foremost among the wise, for your sake the 
best eulogy I bring, like the oblation to be offered in the 
blazing fire. And Indra we invoke for our protection-Indra 
who brings decay to all but is himself not touched by it, 
and who is young and waxen strong from all eternitj^ ' 1 
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He Indra the Most High but for whom nothing can exist 
aiii in whom alone all the manly powers are united-he Indafa' 
carries the Soma juice within himself, a boundless conquering 
spirit in his body, the thunderbolt in Ms hands and matchless 

wisdom in his head. 2 

Not by both the worlds, O Indra, can thy divine spirit 
be withstood; nor by the seas nor by the mountains can 
the career of thy car be stayed, and nothing can vie with 
the force of thy thunderbolt when with swift coursers thou 
rushest over many a league on thy way. 3 

To him the most Holy anti intrepid, to him the most 
pre-eminent and vigilant, all tlie people pay their humble 
iiomago. Him { O friend ), worship with suitable offering; 
and O Indra, drink thou the Soma juice through thy powerful 
effulgence. 4 

.The chalice of the invigoinM,tin,g mead overflows for drink, 
the rippling juice goes out unto the Hero who likes the food, 
worthy only of a hero. Strong' are the Adhvaryus, .strong 
the crushing pestles wherewith, they press the mighty Soma 
for mighty Indra. 5 (17) 

Mighty is thy thunderbolt and mighty thy car; mighty 
are thy steeds and mighty thy weapons. Thou almighty art 
the lotA of manly delight, whence, O Indra, gratify thee with 
the mighty Soma juice. 6 
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To thee our life-boat in war and to thee that lovest 
our hymns, I make bold to repair with an humble prayer, 
at the time offering the libations. Will he not then h^r 
our call 9 we ate pouring out ( Soma ) to Indra the perennial 
fountain of all wealth. , u i 

Turn thee unto us ere the impending catastrophe overwneim 
us, as a cow fattened on pasture rushes to save her call. 
Lord ' of :CO.un^^^ faculties, let us 'be united to , thy goo ^ 
graces, as valiant heroes are to their loving wives. ^ 
Now let that amiable and bounteous cow of thine-the 

cow ( of thy generous impulse ) yield the choicest (^ject to 

him who extolls thee, 0 Indra. Bestow (the same favour) 
upon us thy worshippers. Forsake us not, thou art our goo 
fortune, and let us sing thy great glory in the assembly, 

with our heroic men. ' ^ 

S OO KT A J7. 

Riski-Gritsamadah; Deity-Indra. 

To him sing ye loudly like the Angirasas, that most 
eminent hymn, since from eternity his mighty influence is 
making itself felt; and all the impregnable stalls of tire celestial 
kine, he has burst open in the rapturous joyofSonm. 1 
All glory to him who worthy of the first draught, has, 
while measuring out his prowess, outgrown greatness itself. 
The hero who in battles clothed himself ( with dazzling lustre ) 
has by his divine might placed the ( chaplet of the ) starry 
heavens on his head. - ■ 



That was thy first and great herdie deed ^^liat^tiine with 
thy voice alone, before everything else, thou didst dispel thy 
enemy’s fury; and driving in thy car drawn by bay steeds, 
thou hast so utterly routed those fierce warriors that they 
fled away in batches or separately in various directions. 3 
He who by his most intense might stands as the ancient 
and supreme Lord of all the worlds, has outgrown all ( that 
exists ). He the leader of the pious has filled the space 
between with luminous stars, and knitting together the 
scattered gloom has tucked up the whole of it. 4 

He with his prowess has hardened the mountains that 
were bending forward to move about, and has settled the 
downward course as the natural action of water. He has 
sustained the earth that satiates all, and by his supra human 
power has firmly held up the stars from falling, 5 (19) 
That (thunderbolt) only is worthy of his arms, which he 
the Father of ail has fashioned and made superior to the skill 
of all beings; and with which He the thunderer knocked down 
and slew Krivi and laid him .low on the earth to sleep. 6 

As the maiden grown up under her parents’ roof, beseech- 
es thee for a suitable match, so too, from this common 
shelter of all, I am imploring thee for the greatest good for- 
tune. Illumine our understandings; thou would certainly give 
it out, but bring and share with us that delight where- 
with thou dost enjoy thyself. " 7 
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0 boiinteous Indra, thee we invoke; verily thou gran test 
us ( an insiglit into) our duties, and the holy strength. 
Help us with thy wondrous succours, and O Indra who 
rainest thy boons, make us the happiest of all, ,8 

Now let that amiable and bounteous cow of thine — that 
cow ( of thy generous impulse ) yield the choicest object to 
him who extolls thee, 0 Indra. Bestow ( the same favour ) 
upon us, thy worshippers. Forsake us not, thou art our good 
Fortune, and let us sing thy great glory in the assembly, 
with heroic men. 9 (20) 

SOOKTA J 8 . 

Bishi-Oritasmadah\ Deity-Indr a. 

Early in the morn, is equipped the new beautiful caT 
furnished with four yokes, three whips, seven reins and ten 
sides. It is beneficent to man and leads him up to heaven. 
It is urged on by rites and meditative hymns. 1 

( For sacrificing ) to him, he ( Agni ) is the most proper 
medium at the first sight, but even on the second and third 
thoughts he alone appears to be the fittest. He as the embryo 
of one, is made manifest by others and with others still 
goeth that noble hero. 2 

Here have I yoked the two bay steeds of light to the 
car of Indra to bring him hither by well-chanted and most 
excellent hymns. Here we have many an eminent and pioUs 
singer; let not therefore, other worshippers detain thee. 3 
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Come hither, 0 Indra, with two steeds, with four or 
with six when invoked. Come with eight or with ten to 
this draught of Soma pressed out for thee; pray, dispise it 
not. 4 


Come, yoking twenty, thirty or even forty steeds to thy 
car; with fifty excellent coursers come, O Indra, come A ich 
sixty or even seventy steeds to taste our Soma juice. 5 (21) 


Come hither unto us driving in thy car with eighty, 
ninety or a hundred horses; with great devotion to thee, 0 
Indra, here in the Shunaliotra vessels the Soma juice is 
poured out for thee to delight in. 6 


Come unto this hearty prayer of mine, and harnessing 
all the steeds, yoke them to thy car; and though they may in- 
voke thee in very many places, enjoy thyseif in this our 
rite here. ' 7 


Fever may my attachment to Indra be dissolved. Ever may 
his generous will yield us the desired objects; and sheltered 
under the strongest protection of his arms, may we be 
victorious on every occasion. 8 
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• Now 'let that amiable and bounteous cow of thine'-tliat 
cow ( of- thy generous impulse ) yield the choicest object to- 
him who extolls thee, O Indra. Bestow (the same favour) 
upon us, thy worshipper. Forsake us not, thou art our goo i 
fortune, and let US sing thy great glory in the assembly, 
with our heroic men. ^ . (^) 

SOOKT A 19. 

Bishi-Gritsdinadah; Deity-Indra. ' 

To produce joy, now - is tasted this beverage the true 
happiness of the wise, wherein Indra waxen mighty from 
eternity hath > found delight, as also hav e the w orshippefs 
Who are absorbed in prayers. 1 

Enraptured by the mead. Indra with the thunderbolt in 
his hand hacked to death the Dragon beleaguering the surging 
tide,, (of heavenly waters), and like birds flying to their 
nests^ the MiCitous currents of (the heavenly ) riverS: then 
rushed at once to this earth. 3 

who slew the dragon let out the 
billowing waters to fall unto the sea. He created the sun, 

and by means of the night settled 
the day. 3 

Many a boon of unexcelled glory hath Indra given to ManU, 
and for the worshipper he hath slain the demon Vritra, 
whence it ids He. that should at once be sought with 
(entreato men who are striving to obtain the light of the 

aun ( of knowledge ).' , 4 
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To the mortal that pours out the Soma, God Indra praised 
by all, hath given over the sun; and when Eta-^ha with 
humble devotion offered Soma to Him, He brought to bestow 
on that worshipper, as his rightful portion, such preeminent 
wealth as consigns all vice to destruction. 5 (23) 

He most resplendent, to his charioteer Kutsa handed the 
gluttonous demon Shushna and the plaguing demon Kuyava; 
and He Indra, for the sake of Hivodasa, razed to the ground 
Shambara’s ninety nine castles. g 

Thus, 0 Indra, have we chanted thy hymn, we strivin-’' 
for holy strength as one might work for fame. May then 
we devoutly adoring thee enjoy thy fatherly affection, and 
verily thou hast bent down the weapon of the godless 
scoffer. ^ 

Thus, 0 Hero, we thy Gritsamadas though begging thy 
favour, have meditated thy hymn and wrought thy precepts. 
Absorbing themselves afresh with prayers, may they gain 
high spirits, refreshing strength, a good haven and the 

highest bliss. o 

. ® 

How let that amiable and bounteous cow of thine, -the 

cow (of thy generous impulse) yield the choicest object to 
liiiB wilo extolls tliee^ 0 Indra* Bestovr ( the ■ same favour ) 

on us thy worshippers. Forsake us not, thou art our good 
Fortune, and let us sing thy great glory in the assembly 
with our heroic men. g ^ 24 ) 
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SbOKTA 20. 

RisM-Gritsamadah; Deiiy-Indra. 

Regard us with affection, we hasten, O Indra, to dedicate 
•our prime of life to thy service, as a warrior eager for fight 
would urge onward his car. Highly do we extol thee, we 
meditated upon thy glory and would offer sacrifice for the 
happiness of men devoted to thee. 1 

Thou art ours, 0 Indra, and with thine succours dost 
thou protect and cherish the earnest desires of those who 
are attached to thee. Tliou art the guardian and Lord of 
the liberal worshipper who repairs to thee with the truest 
devotion.^^ 2 

May He Indra, ever youthful, loudly acclaimed, and most 
benevolent Friend of man, be our defender, and with his 
succours, may He rescue him who recites prayers, who sings, 
who dresses the oblation and who offers his praise. 3 

Let me praise Indra alone; him let me extol through 
whom long since the adorers have found their fullest develop- 
ment, and have wielded the greatest power. May he when im- 
plored, gratify the desires for the highest wealth, even of 
him who has only recently devoted himself to a life of 
prayer. 4 

Highly pleased with the hymns of the Angirasas, he 
made their prayer effective and facilitated their way to 
happiness. Removing the lingering Dawn to make room for 
the Sun, He praised by all, broke down the ancient strong- 
holds of Ashna. 5 (25) 
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Verily He Indra the most glorious God who wrought 
such wondrous deeds is only ’ too ready to help the pious 
man. He the victorious God, following his own will, has 
struck down the dear head of the malicious’ and irreligious 
enemy. 6 

He Iiidra, the slayer of Vrltra and Destroyer of castle’s 
has scattered the black-skiniled enemies that acknowledged 

no God. He ensured to King Manii the earth and the 
heavenly waters, and always gave effect to the words of 
his worshipper. 7 

The supreme might of Indra, has always been acknow- 
ledged by the gods in their struggles to get the heavenly 
floods; and when, they placed the thiihderbolt on his 

shoulders he slew the irreligious tribes and broke through 
their iron fortifications. , ■ g 

Now let that araiaide and bounteous Cow — the Cow 
( of thy generous impulse ) yield the choicest object to him 
who extolls thee, O Indra, Bestow ( the. same favour) on 
us thy worshippers Forsake us not, thou art our good for- 
tune, and ’let us sing to thy great glory in the assembly 
with our heroic men. 9 (26) 

S O O KT A 21. 

Rishi-Gritsamadah; Deity- Indra. 

To him who conquers the universe (and of course) 
conquers all wealth, conquers the light of heaven, coiiquers 
the mighty and conquers all men; to him who conquers 
fertile land.?, conquers the steed ( of intellect ), conquers the 
kine ( of knowledge ), and conquers the ■ cele.stial flood, ^-to 
'him, to Indra holiest of all, offer ye your most pleasant 
Soma. , , ; 1 
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Unto Hm wlio overpowers ( the audacious ), crushes ( the 

enemy ) and winsX the worshipper ); unto the^ mvmcible 

victor that disposes all; unto the thundering leader, the 
incomprehensihle mighty conqueror-unto Indra say 5 ^ our 
humble prayer. 

He is eveiv victoiiou and loved by men; he subjects 
all people to his will,— he the warrior who sweeps every 
thing before him and waxes huge at pleasure. He is the 
repository of , ail wealth, he the successful hero to whom 
in all countries they fly for refuse; such i^ Indra w lose 
heroic deeds I now declare. ^ V - 

He the matchless, pre-eminent, and slaying the ferocious 
fiend; he the most , profound, most sublime and of unfatnQpi- 
able wisdom, he who actuates the good and destroys tjie 
enemy^ he the strongest and vast- He Indra created the 
Dawn and the Sun; 

By sacrifice the wise have come to know the way to 
. hapniness-they sending fotth their hearts to him and, parn- 
in<"'for his favour. By hymns and service they longing for 
his protection and setting their thoughts on Indra alone 
have attained the wealth of strength. 

Bestow O' Indra on us the most excellent wealth, a 
thoughtful spirit, and prosperity which is won through ability 
. alone. Bestow inc,rease of , ( divine ) _ wealth robustness of 
body, sweetness of speech and sunniness of days, .b {^0 

( ^: ) ® 
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S O O K T A 22. 

Rishi-Gritsamadah; Deity-Indra. 

At the Trikadruka feast, the most High Indra of tremend- 
ous spirit, heartily drank the Soma blended with barley 
flour. ( At one ) with Vishnu he quaffed the draught till he was 
fully gratified. Then hilarity came upon him, upon mighty 
and all pervading Indra that he migiit achieve his glorious 
task. May, therefore, this divine and true beverage attend 
on Indra the God and true God. i 

Indra raging fiercelj*, overpowered Krivi with his mighty 
powers, and pervading the two worlds under the intense 
influence of the juice waxed powerful. He held the one 
( the Juice ) within his body which it at once outgrew. 
May therefore this divine and true beverage ever attend on 
Indra the God and true God. 2 

Springing up wedded to thy creative wisdom thou hast 
together with thy prowess outgrown ( the worlds ) and waxen 
might with thy heroic deeds vanqui.shing the wicked and 
discernig all. Thou bestowest thy bounty and ti-y lovable 
wealth on the worshipper. May, therefore this divine and 
true beverage ever attend on Indra the God and true 
God. 3 

O Indra that steppest violently into the battlefield ! 
thy first, most ancient and philanthrophic deed worth to be 
celebrated in heaven itself, is that thou hast infused the 
breath of life { into living lieings ), and liberated tlie heawenly 
floods. He has also vanquished the godles.s with his mighty 
prowess; may he the lord of countless powers grant there- 
fore, unto us high spirits, may he grant unto us freshness of 
strength. 4 
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Verily O Brishaspati, 0 Most High, even the go:ls have 
obtained from thee, the wisest Lord, a share in the sacrifice 
offered in ■ thine honour; and like the Sun who produces 
the Dawn and light with his radiance, thou art the Father 
that "hast brought forth all of these sacred hymns. 2 

devilish slanderer and the 
gloorn, the resplendent car of the true Faith dost thou 
mount-the awe-inspiring car which O Brihaspati, chastises 
the unfriendly, slays wicked fiends, breaks open the stalls 
of the heavenly the heavenly light. 3 

* Only by righteous paths dost thou lead the people and 
protect them, and him who adores thee no sin can touch. 
Th6u searest the enemies of true worship and repressest 
their fury; this, this O Brihaspati, is thy great glory. 4 
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ANUVAKA 5. 

SOOKTA 23. 

Eishi-Gritasmadah] Deity-Indra, 


Thee the Master and Lord of hosts we invoke, — thee 
wisest of the wise, of the most glorious renown, and the 
supreme Lord of prayers. Hear us O Bjahmanaspati, and 
coming with thy succours, rest thou here in thy seat. 1 
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Him no sin, no distress can from any where approach; 
nor even enemies nor treacherous creatures can overpower „ 
the man; and all of the wicked spirits thou drivest far away 
from him whom, 0 Brahmanaspati, thou as his great guard- 
ing dost protect. 5 (29) , 

Thou art our guardian guiding us to victorious paths, 
and all discerning.. For thy service we are praising thee 
with thought-inspiring hymns; and O Brihaspati, whoever * 
harbours the most nefarious designs against us, may his 
own evir fate slay him all of a sudden. .6 

' And whoever would threaten us who are thins innocent 
vTorsiiippers, him the inimical, most arrogant and rapacious 
morkl— him O Brihaspati, turn thou away from our path 
and make it safe for this our divine service. 7 , 

■■ ' Thee the preserver of our bodies we invoke;-thee our 
saviour and mediator that loves us all. Extirpate O Brihaspati, 
all those that revile God, and never may those wdeked 
sinners attain the highest bliss. 8 

Through thee our great promoter, O Brahmanaspati 
may we gain that wealth for which men are pining and | 
which is beneficent to them. Crush all those who remaining { 
near or at a distance plan our destruction; ( crush ) them 
steeped as they are in impiety. 9 ' 
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Through thee we keep unimpaired our youthful 
through thee, O Brihaspati our bounteous, rich and trusted 
aC May not the malignant slanderer lord it over us. and 
still singing thy excellent hymns, let us prosper (a. 

saHio V' . by ■ 'Oiir . * -^4.^ 

Thou art the hero matchless in generosity, rushing int 

the encounter, scorching the enemy and conquering m battles. 
Verily O Brakmanaspatl thou art true and the avenger of . 

the debt of guilt, taming down even the most brutal arnon, 

those that are fiercely lewd. . _ 

He who with his ung)dly mind seeks to do ua harm, 

and deeming himself formidable among grandees threalens 
to murder us; let not, his weapons stnko us down,^ O. 
Mhaspati; but on the contrary may we be able to blast the 

furv of that wicked scoffer. _ 

^Thou ihust be^^^ even in prospei^y- and adored 

with aa humble obeisance; thou dost willingly , 

in the strife and besto v upon the , worshipper wealth , aftei 
wOaith Trample thou Brihaspati upon all of ; those impious,, 
Ind trea— enemies, as thou .smashest the hostile ca,rs 

^ntn^down With thy fiercely blazing fire brand all those 

Burn eown . manifest heroism, still dare 

devils who in the , , , _ Show forth thy ( fiery spirit ) 

ho!d;thee up to the blasphem^^^ and nut down O Brihaspati 
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Grant us that, O Brihaspati, which is far beyond what 
the irreligious can merit, which shines among the people 
as splendid and most efficient, and which glows with its 
own lustre; O thou that springest up fdr the true faith, 
bestow upon us that wondrous wealth of thy power. 15 (31) 
Give us not up to those robbers and enemies tv^ho 
harbouring malice, rifle the property of those that live 
peacefully in their home. Those thieves cherish nothing 
but irreverence towards the gods, while (thy worshippers) 
0 Brihaspati, know nothing beyond praising thee with 
hymns. 16 

Thee Twashtri induced to spring up exalted above all the 
worlds that be, and thou art the masterly genius that strung 
the sacred hymns. He Brihaspati accepting the debt of 
praise and avenging the worshipper’s wrong, slays the 
malevolent while upholding' the great law of Truth. 17 

It redounded to thy glory that the mountain cleaved 
asunder, and thou didst set free the herd of the celestial 
kine, O Guardian of Angirasas, when identically with Indra 
thou, 0 Brihaspati, didst pour down the surging floods 
enveloped in pitchy darkness. 18 

0 Brihaspati, lie thou the guiding spirit of this our 
hymn, and advance our posterity to happiness. Felicitous 
does all that become at which the gods would glance with 
favour, let us therefore sing thy great glory in the assembly 
with our heroic men. 19 

End of Adhyaya VI. 
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■ SOOKTA 24. ■ 

i> Bi$hi-Gritaamadah; Deity-Brahmanaspatu If' . 

Be pleased to accept this oblation presented by iis. 
Thou art our Lord whom we should adore with this hymn 
uncommonly sublime; and O Brihaspati so inspire our poetic 
talents that thy another self — most bountiful Indra-^^ihay 
commend our thougtful praises. , ' 1 

He by his divine prowess thoroughly humbled those that 
would not bow down their heads ( before God ), and- in his 
wrath razed the strongholds of Shambara. He — Brahmanaspati 
overturned even unshakable things, and penetrated to the 
the heart of the mountain that had usurped all the 
wealth. • 2 

• Verily it was an exploit worthy of the greatest God 
among the gods, that He shattered the firmest rocks and 
softened like butter the hardest things. He liberated the 
luminous Cows, and entombing darkness itself, displayed 
( to -mto ) the light of heaven. 3 

The mouth of the Well— the fountain of sweet'liectar — 
was covered with a rock which Brahmanaspati rent 
asunder with his divine might; therefrom have all • the 
luminous rays ( of the sun ) quaffed water to ■ their fill, and 
immediately poured down and sent forth many a spring 
of water. 4 
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Certainly those wohdrous worlds existing for ages or 
those that are yet 'to come in future, must after some 
months or years ( at the most ), throw open their gates to 
you. Both of them very easily pass from one work to 
another— and these are < some of the many ) marvellous 
ways which Brahmanaspati has established. 5 (1) 


The wise sages in their efforts to discover the sacred 
treasure, ( at last ) reached the place where the Panis had 
concealed it. They saw through the knavish tricks of the 
enemies and proceeded to go in the direction whence those 
(nasty wiles) were practised. 6 


The righteous sages perceived the ins and outs of the 
enemy’s guiles, and then those inspired bards were again 
ui>on their mighty course of action. “ Mind, this is no 
common thing ” said they, and with their arms they took 
up the blazing fire and hurled it at the mountain ( that 
had secreted the treasure ). 7 


With Ms swift working bow having the string of Truth 
Brahmanaspati achieves whatever he desires; and his never 
failing good shafts with which he shoots, have apparently 
got the keen sight of man, though they spring from the 
ear of the Hero-God. 8 
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It is He wlio unites those that are separS/ted^* and he 

that parts ( those that had joined in a combat ). He is the 
foremost of all, and it is he Brahmanaspati who is very 
devoutly praised in battles. Merciful is He who for the 
sincere prayer, bringeth wealth and holy strength, and because 
of whose behest the dazzling Sun shines out without the 
least hinderance. ® 


All embracing, mighty and pre-eminent are the most 
gracious boons of most bounteous Brihaspati; to Him — ^^to 
that best loved divine warrior we owe all- our benefits, and 
by his favour the two classes and the people enjoy the 
blessings of happiness. 10 (2) 


Thou who art in every way all-pervading and great, 
hast Oh this earth beneath waxed mighty by thy divine 
prowess. Thou Brahmanaspati art the God who has vastly 
outgrown the other gods, and who alone has encompassed 
this creation on every side. 11 


Verily this universe belongs to you alone. From you 
two, O most beneficent godheads, does all the Truth proceed. 
Even the heavenly waters dare not infringe your behests; 
to our food-offering, then, come O Indra and Brahmanaspati, 
quickly as by yoking your stout steeds to the car. 12 
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ipati, ever be masters of the 
will, and thrives with the vigour 
nong us who are heroes, our- 
iiiverse as thou art, thou dost 
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pleased to regard as his "(K® wiiomever Brahinanaspati is 

With his warlike men n i i , ^ 

wicked foes, by the help of heaT^, , . conquer his 

far and wide, and shall by himselL spread his glory 

known; he with his son and son’s what ought to be 

he whom ever Brahmanaspati is pleasl^^^^ in power- 
own, 'to regard as his 

Equipped with all arts he, as the infufi^ , ^ 

simply amused at his chafing foes even as the4 ocean, is 
regards not the sorry oxen. He like the flaming'^o^^ous bull 
Agni is not to be resisted-he whomever Brahmana^o® of; 
pleased to regard as his own. '"''i is 

For him the ceaseless floods of heaven flow forth; 
owing to his lofty qualities he at the head of all dives 
among the kine ( of heavenly light ); he smites with his 
vigour not the least impaired through his inherent might- 
he whomever Brahmanaspati is pleased to regard as his 
own. ^ 

For him alone do all the great rivers roll on their tide, 
for him many an immaculate bliss has been held in store; 
and blest as he is, he prospers amid the joys which gods 
themselves partake of-he whomever Brahmanaspati is pleased 
to regard as his own. 5 ^4^ 
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SOOKTA 26, 


Eishi- Gritasmadah", Deity-Brah mana 


worsliippers aionp “ suojugate ins 

alone can vanquisli 
nipper whom God well 
.due his terrible adversary; 
,a dispose of the wea’th hoarded 


The righteous 

murderous foes, the God-devoted m 
the god-less; the vigorous wc 
protects can alone in war s 
and the worshipper alone 
by the irreligious. 

Offer worship 

keep a generou|;^^ thy < 
as thou ^ 

too implor 

alone with his men, his people, his kinsfolk his 
hnd warriors, wins both holy energy and wealth, -who 
*1*211 oblation and a faithful heart adores Brahmanaspati 
the Father of all the Gods. 3 

Him who offers worship with offerings mixed with ghee, 
him Brahmanaspati guides along the righteous path, him 
He rescues from sin preserves from pernicious suffering, 
and for him he-wonder working Brahmanaspati is prepared 
to achieve any thing however stupendous it maybe. 4 (5) 
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RisU- Cfritsamadah; Deity-Adityah. 

Those sweet hymns accompanied by ofEerings 
to the Adityas I humbly offer ever and anon 
mouth. May then Aryaman, Mitra and 
unto us, as also may Amsha and Varuna who is by nature 

omnipotent and upright. ^ ^ 

May Mitra, Aryman and Varuna, all of them widdmg 
the Tame wise powL, gladly accept this my humble hymn 
tMs dav-they the Adityas effulgent and pure M the, 
Stowers of rin, perfect and absolulely free from sm and 

reproach. 

the Adityas, vast, profound, 

eyed, and ready to punish the Sy to 

inside of all things good as well as evil, and vemy 
these kings even things far distant are quite close at 
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May I, O Adityas, enjoy that favour of yours, which 
O Aryaman, proves felicitous even in peril; and under your 
fostering care, O Mitr^ Varuna, may I be able to avert the 
pitfalls of sin and calamities. 5 

O Aryaman, and Mitra; thornless 
and safe it is, O Varuna. Bless us then, O Adityas and 

destrV ed^*^ of happiness which can never be 

y . g 

May Aditi the Mother of kings and may Aryaman 
also carry us through all hatred, by paths fair Ld strain 
apd may we gam the lofty blissful protection of Mitra and 
Varuna.-we escaping harm, with all our warrior^ 7 

■ The three worlds they have sustained as also the three 
heavens; and m sacrifice likewise they enjoy three RitP«? fnr 
tjjbmselves. In the (upholding of the) True Sh S O 
Adityas, your glory which, O Aryaman, Varuna and Mitra 
IS not only great but beautifully noble. ^ | 

Ihe three bright realms of heaven,— golden (i e imnAn* 

Adityas have been supporting. Never slumbering never wink 

11^. but b ameless and praised by all, they hdd out Tw 

regions,, only for the faithful mortal. g 
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Thou, O Yamna, art the Supreme Lord of all, whether 
they be gods or mortals. Grant unto us full hundred years 
that we might discern all with judgment; and may we fully 
enjoy the life already decreed to us ( by thee ). 10 (7) 


Neither to the right can I see, nor to the left; neither 
in front, O Adityas, nor behind; with honesty and courage 
O Lords of divine treasures, ye have endowed me, but only 
if I am guided by you, can I attain that blessed light 
that defies all danger. 11 


He who devoutly adores the God-kings Leaders of the 
Faithful, and he whom the most beneficent and eternal 
Adityas advance to prosperity, goes with his car at the 
head of all,-he illustrious, generous and renowned in sacri- 
ficial assemblies. 12 


Close to waters flowing through charming lawns does 
he reside, holy, invincible with the growing energy of youth, 
and a sturdy hero. No enemies can kill, from near or from 
afar, , him who resigns himself to the Adityas’ fostering 
care. 13 
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. Pardon us 0 Aditi ( Infinite Power ), 0 Mitra and Varuna 
wliatsver sin we may have committed against you. May I 
attain, O Indra, that vast heavenly light which destroyes 
all fear; and never may those prolonged dark nights ( of 
misery), seize upon us again. 14 

For liim (i. e. for the pious worslnpper ) both heaven 
and earth pour down in fulness their showers of divine 
bounties; and that blessed man too thriving highly goes to 
battles conquering both the worlds ( by his victories ), both 
portions ( of the universe ) being favourable to him. 15 

Through temptations of yours, 0 most holy Adityas and 
through those traps which ye have laid out to punish the 
most wicked sinner, may I swiftly pass like a mounted 
horse-man, and all hale may we live under your extensive 
and happy protection, ' 16 

Would that I might not, 0 Varuna, ( be obliged to ) 
confess my destitution and seek the help of even my kinsman 
though he be opulent, very kind and generous. O Lord, 
never therefore, may I be separated from such wealth as 
should be at my beck and call, and let us sing thy great 
glory in the assembly with our warlike people. 17 (f) 
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SOOKTA 28 . 

msM-Gritsamadah; Deity-Varuna. 

hymn to the most wise and a 
' it be supreme by its own 

The Great God grants the g: 
wherefore, I humbly beg 


This is a 
ruling Aditya; may 
ail that exists. 
to his worshipper; 
of Most High Varuna, 

In thy service m 
meditating upon and c 
sacred fires kindled without fail ^ at 
rayed Ushas, we are extolling C- 

Under thy blissful aegis may we 
thee the lord of numerous heroes, and of wide spread 
O VaruL O supreme Leader. As Sons of Aditi ( the infinrte 
Power), ye are pure and absolutely untainted by falsehood. 
Forgive us our sins that ye may unite us to yourselves. 3 

He Aditya sustaining the universe laid down his un- 
laws and the great rivers (following those laws ) 


blessed life, O Varuna, 
raises to thee; and like the 

- ■; the advent of the bright- 

thee day after day. ^ 

remain- the aegis oi 


1 m sffiws; 
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Cast off fi'om me all my sin like fetters ( that bind the 
prisoner ), and let us, O Varuna swell high the fountain of 
thy True Faith. Let not the thread snap wherewith I 
weave , my meditative hymn, and let not the cup of my 
piety topple down before the time of its fruition. 5 (9) 

Utterly remove, O Varuna, all fear from me. Sovereign 
Lord of the world and upholder of the true Faith, have mercy 
ou ^me. Free me from sin as they would remove the ropes 
from a young calf. Verily there is none beside thee who is 
the master of even so much as a twinkling of the eye. 6 

, Smite us not, O Varuna, with weapons which following 
thy wiil, O mighty God, strike down the wicked sinner. 
Let not suffer me wander away from the True Light, and 
disperse the enemies that we may live ( in peace ). 7 

We have aforetime O Varuna paid thee our homage; 
we are doing it now and shall do the same hereafter: verily 
all the pious rites dedicated to thee, O invincible God, stand 
immoveable as if they had been built on a rock. 8 

Discharge all the debts ( of sin ) incurred by me, and 
never may I, O God-king, feed on the friuts of another 
man’s labour. Many a morn yet remains to dawn upon us; 
and ordain, therefore, O Varuna, that we may live to stay 






mM 


wwaw***'**'®-'"**®'- 


O God-king, whoever he may he, -whether a kmsman 
or a friend that threatens disasters on me frightened m a 
’ dream; or whatever thief or robber , , attempts to kdl us, 
save us thou from all of these ('perils ), O Varuna. 1 

Would that I might not, O Varuna, (be obliged to ) 
confess my destitution and seek the help of even kins- 
man though he be opulent, kind aiid very generous. 
never therefore, may I be separated from such wealth as 
should be at my beek and call, and let us sing 
^ glory in’ the assembly with our warlike people. 11 

S O O KT A 29. 

Rishi-Gritsainadah; Deity-Visvedevah, 

. Maintainers of divine Laws O Adityas, ye who inspire 
fresh energy ( to the worshipper ), remove far off from me 

mv sin as they would remove unchaste women that deliver in 

secret. 0 Varuna and Mitra. 0 ye Gods, I knowing your 
kindness, am invoking ye who hearken unto me to favour 
me with your protection. . 

O ye gods who alone are our providence and our power, 
remove all the malicious wicked that surround us. Ye that 
do away with all sins, pardon us and be gracious, unto us 

this day and hereafter. i. 
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What ? can we do anything ( J'n return ) for your present 
as well as your past kindness towards us ? It is you O 
Mitra, Varuna and Aditi, O Indra and Maruts, that should 
hestdw happiness on us. 3 

0 ye gods, who alone are my kinsmen, be gracious to 

me who am beseeching you. Let not your car slacken in 
speed when coming to our sacrifice, and with kinsmen such 
as ye are anxiously watching us, never let us suffer ( un- 
availing) hardships. 4 

1 singly have committed many a sin against you for 

which ye have already chastised me, as a father would 
punish bis dissipate son. Now keep far ojff your nooses, 
remove ail my sins and seize me not as ( they would seize ) 
a bird hatching its brood. 5 

Turn this day hitherward to us, O holy ones, that alarmed 
as I am, I may come tottering ( to you, to find a corner ) 
in your heart. Save us, O God, from the murderous attack 
of the greedy wicked, and from the pit and the fall. 6 

Would that I might not, 0 Varuna, < be obliged to ) 
confess my destitution, and seek the help of even my kinsman 
though he be opulent, very kind and generous. O Lord, 
never, therefore, may I be separated from such wealth as 
should be at my beck and call, and let us sing thy great 
glory in the assembly with our warlike men. 7 (11) 
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Rishi-OTitsamaddh; Deity-Indra. ... 

For God, for Indra, who set the sacred Law to man 

and slew the Dragon Ahi, the streams flow unceasi^. ,.Dais 

and nights pass away without the waters pausing for a 
mieTl we know what time hae elapsM 
were created? " ' - ^ 

Him who was about to hurt hm white- r^srei missile ‘at 
Vritra Mother Aditi praised before the wise;- wherefore, 
Urg t“ay, at His will and ple^ure, oyer the^urf^^ 
of the earth, the roaring rivers flow day by day to th ^ 

goal. , 

Standing aloft above the aerial region he hurled his 

Sts 

flashing weapons vanquished the toeman. 

T AWfl nf nravers with thy fierce and flashing weapons 
strto Iwl, as th lightni the warriors of the pow^- 
1 i-intr of the Vrikadvaras, who was also their g 
E entf thou aforetime intrepidly didst «lay t^y enemies 
f; do thou now slay our irreligious foes, O Inora. 
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Oast down from the high Ferm^ent thy flashing bolt 
wherewith in thine enthusiasm thou hast slain thy enemy 
Vritra, Give us a share in that bliss which favours us with 
ohildren and grand-ehildren, and enable us to gain pros- 
perity and the ( luminous ) kine. . 5 (12) 

; Y« expand the abilities of him whom ye love; fe both 
inspire the actions of the worshipper rich in piety. Be 
merciful unto us, O India and Soma; grant unto us complete 
freedom of action in tins our dangerous predicament. 6 

Let not (thy service) make me feel vexed; let it not 
make me wearied and slothful, nor to other worshippers let 
us say “Pour not the Soma.” For ( it is He ) who fulfils 
my desires, bestows Ms favours, instructs my mind, and with 
his heavenly kine (of knowledge) comes unto me when I 
pour out the draught. 7 

Be gracious unto us O Saraswati; verily, thou too with 
the Maruts dost courageously conquer our enemies. But 
India himself is going to slay the chief of the Shandikas 
who had always offered insults and violence ( to the 
pious ). 8 
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Whoever lies ‘ in ambusM for us, or Whoever would 
murder us, him do thou mark out and knock down. Briha- 
spati, thou with weapons conquerest our foes, cast then, thy 
deadly ( noose ) around the malicious scoffers. 9 

Perform, O hero, with our warlike soldiers whatever 
heroic deeds thou hast to achieve. Long have the ^ godless 
enemies been puffed up with arrogance; slay them and bring 
to us the wealth they have usurped. 10 

That army of yours, O ye Maruts of divine racei I 
desirous of the greatest happiness, am, praising with obeisance 
and hymns. May we gain wealth replete with troops of , 
warriors, with self-reliance and 'with glory which grows.,, 
day after day. 11 (13) 

SOOKTA 31. 

Eishi-Gi'itsamadah; Deity-Visvedevah. 

Protect our car, O Mitra and Varuna who are attended 
on by the Adityas, Rudra and Vasus; protect it when our 
delighted coursers eager for fame gallop as the birds 
nestling on trees fly joyously from their nests in search 
of food. 1 



, And, 0 affectionate gods, towards the people' 

dir car which is striving for victory, when its swjft steeds 
treading the ground with their .paces, tramp with their 
hoofs on the high rocky . ridges of the earth, 


And may our all-discerning Indra descending from heaven 
with his array of the Maruts, guard the rear of our ' car 
with his unassailable succours, to secure oiir success and 
our reward of victory, 3 


May God Twashtri who with his divine spouses is 
honoured by the worldl lovingly urge onward our car 
t helped by ) Ha, Bhaga, the great Heaveri, the two worlds, 
Pushan, the holy Intellect and lords Ashwins. 4 


May the two auspicious goddesses that become apparent 
by turns, the night and morn who animate and refresh all 
the living beings ( guide our steps ); and while I praise both 
of you, and thee also, O Earth, with a rare songj your 
threefold energy— the vital power of the immutable Being 
seems to be spread out. ■ S 
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F0U| ^ pyaisa, aa F<^^r^j^p4 ;MWf 

iSib\idhny3'>- Aja-Ejkapad, Trita, Ri]bhuksh%, SavitM $x|d 
Sott waters, , through our meditation find deligh|; ijo^ivour 

rites., .j. ' ,■.. tiMa ® 

We heartily love, O Holy Ones, ; these atpOntaneous 
prayers ,jvh|ch , people .have ^ sung to extol you. 'Eager for 
glorious acts, a^d loying ^holy^ strength, may they all attain 
like a car-steed their meditatiye;. goal, j ... • 

! -SOOKT-A . 32. 

Eishi-Gritsamadah; Deity-Heaven and Earth. 

Favour, O Heaven and Earth; this hymn of min^ w^io 
-following the true Faith am striving ( for , hapfiiness ). 
"Eternal is jrour life, ye highly extolled powers;, and de^rqus 
of ( the highest wealth, ) here I am recounting your great- 
ness, before all. 1 

Let hobody’s secret and harmful intrigues . ever injure 
us; and give us not up to any such calamities. Never let 
over tfriendly relations be interrupted and hearkeh unto this 
prayer; of ours; this with a -heart yearning 'for happiness 
we are begging of thee. - : ' ' '2 
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With all thy hehrt absolutely fteefWm anger bring ua? 
touched unto us the docile heavenly Cow overflowing with 
copious milk. -This with hymn and praises I am ever urging 
on thee, O Indra extolled by all, ( on the© ) the swift warrior 
with Holy strength, g 

To Raka who can be readily invoked I call with sweet 
hymns. May that blissful goddess hear us and herself think' 
about us, As with an unbroken seam may she knit together 
our good works, and grant us a valiant son giving thousand 
and deserving praise. 4 

Come, 0 Raka, with those thy affectionate and kind 
feelings wherewith thou givest wealth to the worshipper; with 
them come graciously unto us, 0 blessed goddess that be- 
stowest thousands of gifts. . 5 

O Siniyali of pretty and plentiful tresses; sister of the, 
gods as thou art, accept the oblation offered to thee and 
bless us with children and nfiFsnrir»o> « 
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To- Indrani who is (also called) Gungu, Smivali, KaKa 
or Saraswati, and to Varunani I call for protection and. 
for welfare. ^ 

AN U V AK A 4.'-' 

SOOKTA 33. 

BisM-Gritasmadah; Deity-Eudra. 

Let that happiness which, O Father of the Marnt^ 
thou bestowest, come to us, and may we not be debarred 
from, the pleasing sight of the Sun (of knowledge). May 
our valiant son act firmly towards contemptible villains and 
may we grow in prosperity O Rudra, together with our 
sons and dependents. ^ 

May I well attain (and enjoy) a (life of) hundred 
years (blessed) with those most beneficial medicaments 
which thou hast given. Expel altogether from among us all 
hatred, all sin, and all diseases that spread everywhere. 2 

Preeminent among whatever is created art thou, 0 Rudra 
with thy divine majesty; mightiest among the mighty aH 
thou, O God with thine adamantine arms. Bear us safely 
across sin ( and misery ), and repel all the onslaughts which 

mischief can make upon us. 3 
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■ We ' should implore thee not be offendM with our im- 
pelfecf' homage, with our informed praise and, O mighty 


rdd, %ith thy being invoked with others. Completely cure 
our warriors with thinei medicines; (-irora every quarter ) 
I hear thy fame as being the greatest physician among 
physicians themselves. ^ - y ^4 

, Him who is- invoked 'with loud prayers' and with oITering, 
him Grod Rudra may I be able to pacify with praise-songs. 
With his mellowing heart, may not the Ready=^Iistener who 
upholds the ’worid/and wears the crown of lustre, give us 
up ‘ U prey to evil passion; ' 5 (16) 

"'i He the almighty Hero girt by- the Maruts has already 
niade me exceedingly hilarious, by endowing me who am 
bgiepy^ing , him, with the vigour qf yoiitliful age, whence 
tormented in the scorching Sun, may I repair to 
t|^e Cjpol.,,ehady ground of his favour and win the blissful 
haven oi God Rudra. 6 

f Where is that felicitous hand of thine, 0 Rudra,— -the 
hand which acts as a wonderful medicine and soothing balm. 
That hand of thine is able to remove whatever .flaw which 
somef -. unseen pawer has thrust upon us; .wherefore, O Hero 
take pity upon me. 7 
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To Him that sustains the world, tq the fair complexioned 
Hero, an excellent hymn the best among the master-pieces, 
I am sending foijth. Reverently adorning that God shining 
with glowing splendour, we are exalting^ the gplendid valour 
of Rudrg. , ,, . : . ^ 

With his stout compact limbs the aweful Sustainer of 
the world who assumes manifold forms, appears splendid 
with his white effulgence and golden colour. And it never 
does happen that from Rudra the lord of the universe, from 
this Power that leads to world’s prosperity, the might of 
God-head is ever absent. 9 

Worthy of th.ee are the bow and arrows which thou dost 
carry; worthy of thee is the garland pure and many-hued 
that thou wearest; worthy of thee is the greatness with 
which thou dost take compassion on this world full of 
horrors; for, valiant than thou there is no one O 
Rudra. 10 m 

Praise that famous, enthroned, and youthful God slaying 
the wicked, and terrible like the grisly lion. Extolled as 
thou art, O God, have mercy on the worshipper and let 
thy shafts strike down those that are not with us. 11 
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Like the son who greets his revered father, before 
thee have I huinbly knelt, O Rudra, as thou wert ap- 
proaching. To thee the liberal donor of prosperity, to thee 
the lor'd of the pious, I should offer praise; for it is when 
thou art extolled that thou givest thy ( heavenly ) medica- 
ments to us. 12 

Those medicines of yours, O Maruts, which are hallowed, 
most, blessed and which, O heroes, are most beneficial; those 
medicines which king Manu our • forefather ' had ' acquired 
( from you ); those medicines I beg of Rudra for ( universal ) 
happiness and welfare.- 13 

May the weapons of Rudra spare us, and the great 

fury of his fierce wrath turn elsewhere. ( towards the 

wicked). For the sake ' of our generous chiefs, let the 

string of thy steadfast bow be loosened, and take com- 
passion oh our children and grand-children. 14 

Thus, 0 thou that sustainest the world, O Hero the 
wisest percepient of all, so assure us that thou wouldst 
not be offended with us nor wouldst thou be disposed to 
kill us. Be thou ours that readily dost listen to our 
prayers, and ^ let us sing thy great glory in the assembly 
with our warlike people. 15 (18) 
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: Riishi-Gritsamadah; Deity-Maruts: ' 

The Maruts of irresistible might, filling the aerial region 
witli showers, terrible like the lion and resplendent with 
their splendid courage-the Maruts dazzling like the sacrificial 
fires and fond of Soma, have blown off the whirling tempest 
and displayed the heavenly light. 1 

Ye glittered ^with your quoits as the heavens sparkle 
with the stars, and your, showers dazzled like flashes of 
lightning, 0 Maruts wearing glowing ornaments on your 
chests, when Riidra your hero “'( father ) was himself born 
in the brilliant womb of Prishnv , 2 

They incitp their steeds as swift warriors would rush 
ipto battles, and with their ears sharp like those of the 
roaring ( lion ), they hasten ( to succour the worshipper ). 
0 Maruts, oiie in mind and spirit, ye. wearing your golden 
helmets and making Force itself to quake, speed on (in 
your car ) dray^n by the speckled deer. ■ 3 

For imparting energy ( to the living ) or for friendship’s 
sake, they have drenched all the worlds with showers-— 
they the quickly - raining , Maruts whose steeds are- the spotted 
deer, whose favours are infallible and who like the splendid 
racer hold the formost rank in the knowledge of the true 
'Faith." • 4 
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With your kine ah! 3 .ze , with- lustre' and displaying their 
udder fully distended with milk, come along your usu^I 
righteous paths, O' y*e gods that ' wield the lightning-spears; 
like rows of swans returning to , roost, come, 0 l^aruts of 
of one niind and spirit, to our sweet mead for delight, h (19) 
To our sincere prayer-hyrpns come 0 Maruts, of one 
mind, come as does .; that Hdro .( Indra ) exalted , among 
warriors, to our Soma libations. Make the udder 'of the 
( desire-yielding ) cow distend fully with inilk, like ( the 
bosom of )■ the allembracing ''^Aurora, and for your wor- 
shipper’s sake impart to his meditations the handsome turn 

of holy strength. . , ■ - 6 

Give us, O Maruts, a heroic champion on the car ( leading 
out van ); teach us a hymn that shall reach ( God ) and 
awaken our holy thoughts. Give refreshing strength to him 
that praises you, and unto the poet-worshipper ( stationed ) 
in -the ■ encampment, grant success talents and conquering 
might unassailable . and irresistible. ' , 7 

(When the Maruts with their .chests flaming with orna- 
merits and profusely lavishing their^ gifts yoke "their steeds 
to the car at the time most auspicious ( to theworshipper ), 
then, as the milch cow overflows for her calf within the 
stalls, they pour forth ( a store ) / of refreshing strengh for 
the -worshipper who presents his offerings to them. 8 

, .From that mortal, foe who O, Maruts .hatche.s his selfish 
designs against us,— from his murderous attack save us, ye 
Vasus ( Treasures of divine wealth ). Him' ye surround with 
your flaming quoits and strike down, O Sons of Rudra, the 
d eadly weapon of th at ravenous foe. 9 

art i 

i I uflMRT: wu TO ( |?: ) Ji ^ aFUfN sff n-effr, ) 

■ ' m I' mi jt: I ( iwr ) mm 




s;2;Aa.'t; v:2d:2i' ] 


urGvxoi 


{- . H. 2. In. f; S, H* 


Woiidrou^ appGi,rs, O Maruts; the sight? of your march 
when ye, all brothers; milked the lidder of Prishni, or when 
O Sons of Budra, ye set out to chastise the fellow who 
cavils at your worshipper, or to wear him out -who attempted 
O Invincible warriors, to wear out Trita. 10 (20) 

For you, the great Maruts that advance (to fulfil our) 
desires we invoke at the sacrifice ( offered in honour ) of 
swift pervading Vishnu. Them who are sublime and whose 
golden hue never fades “ we beseech; we lifting up our ladles 
and with our hearts absorbed in our hymns, implore their 
favours which all applaud. >'‘'5 ' ' 11 

May they who as the Dashagvas of yore offered their 
first saecrifice inspire our poetic genius at the break of the 
Dawn; and as the Ushas that with their rosy lustre expose 
the dark nights (to the light of the day), may the great, 
ones, dispel all „ evil with effulgence .pure and white like a 
surging sea of milk.!, ■ i , 12 

With their consorts ruddy like their conspicuous decora- 
tions, the sons of Budra have waxed rapturous at the seat 
of Faith, and pouring down showers of rain^ with all their 
might they, rhave put on a most bright;,; delightful und ex- 
quisite mien. ^ 

Begging of them the help of their strong arms for our 
protection, to' them ’bnly we offer our praise and -pay our 
homage, -to > them the mighty ones weilding their quoits, whom, 
like the five Hotri priests, Trita induced to come for his 
protection. - 
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Bishi-Gritsamadah; Deity- Apamnapat, 


Eager for holy-strettgth, here I tender my praise unto him. 
May he the lord of celestial Rivers, love my eulogy. Will 
Apam Napat the Son of celestial waters who hastens to 
succour the worshippers, make my songs charming ? Verily it 
is he who should enjoy them. 1 

To him let us sing this well formed sacred hymn from 
the bottom of our hearts. Will he hearken unto it ? It ,is 
illustrious Apara Napat, that with the power of divine Spirit, 
brought forth all the world into existence. 3 

Some Join together and flow unto him, while others do 
it severally; but all of the rivers fill, nevertheless, the same 
common reservoir; just so, him Apam Napat pure and 
brilliant, have the pure heavenly waters surrounded. 3 
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Him vigorous and young, the lovely youthful waters 
hopeful and decking themselves, from all sides approach. 
May he with the po'vver of his white effulgence, shine out 
to bestow his wealth, upon us-^he glowing like butter and 
burning without any fuel even under waters. 4 

To him (as if newly born ), to that god absolutely free 
from sorrow, three celestial dames are ready to offer nourish- 
ment. Wherefore,- like a javelin he dashes through the 
waters, and sticks the ambrosial milk of those First Mothers 
of the world. 5 (22) 

Here sprang up this swift pervading god, and the sun 
is also his (form); wherefore, save thou our patrons from 
the cruelties of the wicked; for, although he dwells beyond , 
the frail cloudy strongholds, him who is unassailable no 
enemies and no subterfuges of theirs can reach. 6 

He in whose abode the cow readily yielding the milk 
( of desires ) overflows with heavenly mead and partakes 
of delicious food,— he, son of waters, displaying his might in 
the skies glovfs brilliantly to bestow his choicest wealth 
on the worshipper. 7 

He who with his pure divine, spirit stands out as the 
eternal preserver of the true faith shines out far and wide; 
all the worlds are only his offshoots; and plants with the 
animal creation are also born of him. 8 

(f?%:) 3^^: ( W) iff t S: 

few: ai# i 

H ar# fe: Wlff: ^ I =5r’ W: m ^ 

e m ( mi ), |5: i??!! | 

«; afwg ^ ^ mim ^ jt i 

i 21 : mm: Sftg an fecfct 1 3T?3f[ piTiffs mi: WLj 

stanfe ) sr5rnp% I , 

473 


* 



s ( wim ) wi sfirpL ^«rsr: ( If wi ) sir ^ i %ofioi?: 

fs^: ( ) cf?3J 5|g *rf?f fii f aifFST I 

S« «: ^ ft ft?®f m% ('€: ) a?1f JifR. f ft^COf t ft^offfl fft 

f ft’ ftwf ( Ml ) ftiwr: ( «!f ft, w: a?rq ) am i 

aiqf ?r3 m ^ m t'f ( a ) ftm^i ( ftefr; ) 

jfaf: 5cfr, 3??f ft?0fff i 

. ^4i srf®i I#, ft: ?ftf^r: f ftif, aif W 3 a 

f^'r^tfl,- 3ll:^ fflft, ' ’ 

« t OT afg ( ftiffi ^ftcf ) »r|ji, f ) a t ( aig} ) ftfg: ( jfarf ) 

,'wstftj S f at: ft#a 'i ss; , I'lf n. aif W4a i%: m ftm i '' ' 


! See ■ there . the 'St)n oftiwaters . . wearing , the ; garment of 
lightning has appeared above in tihe sky, mounting the lap 
of the rippling jcloud; and bearing his naost subMme grandeur 
(in the shape iiof waters), the mighty if rivers golden-hued 
•flow towards him from all sides. ? :» ; 9 

Like’ gold of unalterable form, ' like gold handsome in 
appearance, is Apara Napat who a|one has also tlie glittering 
hue of gold. Springing up from his seat of gold he bestows 
gold on the worshipper who on , his part offers oblations 
tp. him. . • 

. Both the mien and the .fascinating name of the Son 
of waters insensibly increase. Verily the heavenly damsels 
enkindle- Him of golden hue whose food also is the gold- 
coloured ghrita. ' H 

Him the most intimate Friend of many a pious adorer 
let us worship with; sacrifices, obeisance and oblations. His 
head-dress . I adorn^ him I supplicate by ( presenting our ) 
armours, him I gratify with offerings and to him' I pray 
with the Rik-hymns. . 12 

He the mighty hero has laid his life-seed ‘in the wPmb 
of the heavenly damaels, but himself beconiing their infant 
child sucks them as they . caress him. It is he the Son of 
waters whose lustre never fades and who appears ( there 
by) as if united to another’s body. *' • ' ''IS 
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' Him who resits on. the alta 
the true Eaith > and is ever 
light, ^him, to whom; ^as .the L— . 
m^aidens bearing ghrita-like f( 
flashing garments. 

I have given, O heavenly Agni, good 

needy people, and » .offered * with ; a pure d 

patrons-. Blessed is all . what ye, gods, are „pl) 
at, and let us sing, thy great glory in the £ 
our warlike people, , , i 

SOOKTA 36. , 

Rishi-Oritsamaicth; Deity-Indra. 
Offering to thee this Soma, and mixing 

■Wild kusha-water, the' energetic priests have 
the stones, and through the woolencloth. I>r 
Tndra. the iuice consecrated with Vashat an 
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Mdhyaya S« 

S O O K T A 37. 

BisM- Gritsa m ad ah; Deity-Dravinodak. 

Rejoice thee to tBjr heart's content with the draught 
of .mead from out of the Ijotri’s cup. As He would, O 
Adlivaryus, have a full draught of the beverage, do bring 
that mead to him; for the bounteous God likes it very 
much. Drink then O Dravinoda ( O giver of the wealth 
of power ), this Soma Juice from out of the Hotri’s vase 
at the appointed, time. 1 

Him whom I used to invoke ere this I am invoking 
even now, it is he alone wlio ought to be invoked — he the 
generous giver, who indeed is the Lord of all. This sweet 
mead is offered by the Adhvaryus, drink it then from the 
1 ’(jtri’s cup 0 Dravinodas ( O giver of the wealth of power ), 
at the appointed time. ^ 

Let thine coursers also be stout — the coursers where- 
with thou dost move on swiftly. Strengthen thy worship- 
pers, O Lord of the wood, without letting them suffer any harm. 
Coming here, 0 Intrepid Agni and highly encouraging (thy 
servants) drink thou, O Dravinoda, from the Neshtri’s bowl, 
this Soma juice at the appointed time. 3 
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He auaffed ihe juice from the Hotets ami .the PoWa 
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*h it The fourth cup is the cup of stainless l.umortality. 
with It. The lourt_ ^ 

a"™ « turth CUP he, ending to the libeta, 

““"ffitoerwai-d O gods, yoke to-day your swift “r worthy, 
of helhig valiant heroes like y"--Wes „ f ^ J f 

SSt :ote^^t“ dCgltr of'soma O 

ye Twain scods rich in active valom. 

.. Be gratified 0 Agni with this onr iirestick, wit*. mir 
offering with oiir heartj^ and sublime prayer and with our 

himfig eulogy. Oouving "I"- 

of Divinity, with all thy divine powers tlion with fh^ lo\mg 

he^rt indiWe the eager gods to drink our horaa. oftenng. > ( ) 
'■ SOOKTA 38. 

■ ]^islii-(h'itsa>)Mdah; DeMy-Smnta. 

‘ ' See there has arisen that refulgent God SaviM to 
ahrniate this world; lie is the Holy power who is folever 
Scupied with that very business. Verily it is He who on 
the hther gods bestow.-, -his divine Treasure, and has ^iven 
to the worshipper tliat loves his sacrificial duties, a sham 
in the highest bliss. ^ 
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There the God stands aloft ready to listen to the pray- 
ers of all, and there He the broad-handed god spreads 
forth his arms ever and anon. By His ordinance even the 
waters have been endowed with purifying properties, and 
the wind enjoys himself as he speeds round the earth. 2 

As He glides on with his swift coursers, he will un- 
yoke them and thereby oblige the hastily walking traveller 
to desist from his journey. He would also restrain the 
onslaughts., of warriors, that charge ( furiously ) like snakes; 
and following the behests of the Inspiring Sun, the . Night 
too has made her appearance on the scene. 3 

She that spins out the web of sombre gloom, again 
enshrouds the world beneath that sable veil, and then the 
wise worshipper has to leave his pious activities half 
complete. ( After a little rest ) however he leaves his bed 
and gets up when the lord God that enlivens the world 
and settles the seasons, rises again above the horizon. 4 


Not only many a dwelling but also the life of the whole 
( creation ), is permeated by the efficacious effulgence of the 
home-fed Fire, Following God’s will, mother Ushas has set 
apart, for her son (the worshipper), the finest portion of 
good luck sent hitherward by the Enlivening God. 5 (2) 
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( Back to the camp ) returns from the distant field, the 
warrior eager for victory; the minds of all living beings 
are occupied with the thought of home, and all people have 
returned leaving their works done only imperfectly. And 
all this has happened after the divine ordinance of the 
enlivening Sun. 6 

The wild beasts follow up ( and receive ) in the arid 
plains the watery store set by thee in the aerial region, and 
the woods also have been given to the birds. But none 
indeed does ever break the laws laid down by the Inspiring 
God. ? 

He ( as ) Varuna ceaselessly rules at night the ( aerial 
or ) watery habitation— the sea, a very convenient highway. 
He occupies it in hot haste, when the whole flocks of birds 
and cattle have retired each to his resting place. 8 
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W' ' we strive to obtain bliss, talents and wisdom, 

may (. beneficent to mankind protect us with his dmne 

spouses; thd although earning 

wealth may we be the favourite worshippers of God bavita. 

From heaven, from waters, or from this earth, «nto us 
may come those choicest blessing which thou hast be. 
pleased to bestow-blessing that proves beneficiaf ^o those 
that praise thee, and holds out (the Vi m 

to him who devoutly extols thee 0 Inspiring Savita. ii (; 

SOOKTA 39, 

Rishi-Oritsamadah; Deity- Ashwim.' 

Like the two Soma pressers sounding for the same 
purposes ye resound with blessings; as birds hungry i e 
vultures fly at the fruit-laden tree, ye repair to the worshippei 
rich in piety; and appearing like two Brahma priests who 
chant the so^gs of praise or like two noble mediators ye 

deserve the praise of all. . - 

Starting at early morn like two impetuous warriois,y 
unborn Twain follow your own sweet will. Your speech is 
attractive like the charming dames that deck then bodies, 
and like a married couple well versed in tC 

too are well-known among the people as. skilled m the 

exercise of divine wisdom. 
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Like the two cusps ( of the Moon ) turn ye hither first 
unto us, and as if endowed with horse-hoofs come tramping 
unto Us with post-haste. Like two chcikrawakas come, O 
brilliant gods, unto us every morning; come like two champiuns, 
ye masters of divine powers. ^ 3 

Rescue us like a life-boat; save us like ( a car fitted 
with ) two yokes and wheels, with the naves rims and tyres all 
intact. Ye whom no harm can reach, guard our bodies 
vigilantly like the shepherd-dogs, and like a coat mail 
preserve us from human frailties. 4 

Like the wind that never decays, or like the rivers 
that course on speedily or like the eyes seeing with a clear 
vision, come ye hitherward unto us. Come ye to us like 
the two hands most beneficial to the body, and like the 
feet lead us on to the most precious treasure. 5 (4) 

Speak most sweetly to us as the two lips of our mouth 
and like the two breasts of our mother suckle us that we 
may live in happiness. Be foremost like the nostrils in 
protecting our persons, and like our own ears listen 
attentively to our heartfelt prayers. 6 



Like our two hands strengtM^ with vigour, and 
scatter away our sins like dry crumpled leaves. These our 
hymns yearning, O Ashwins, for your favour, ye sharpen 
like a sabre upon' a whetstone to render them effective. 7 

These hymns and praises increasing your joy we 
Oritsamadas have sung in your honour, 0 Ashwins. Coma 
unto us O heroes delighted with them, and let us sing your 
great glory in the assembly with our warlike people. 8,(5) 

' S O^OKT A 40. 

' Eishi-GritasmadahiDeity~8omapusha.nau. 

Soma and Pushan, fathers are ye of all wealth, fathers 
of the sky and fathers of the earth as well. Ye have 
appeared as the protectors of the universe, whom the gods 
have all along regarded as the centre of immortality. 1 

The divinities rejoiced when these god— heads made theii 
appearance; for, they have thoroughly dispelled the gloom 
repugnant to all. It was for their sake— for the sake of 
Soma and Pushan, — that Indra produced the mellowing milk 
( of Twilight ) within the breasts of the brilliant Ushas 
though they were not yet fully bloomed. .2 
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0 Soma and Pushan, hither speed on your car which 
with its seven wheels measures out this vast atmosphor© 
and which is itself ueyond the reach of everything. Urge 
on that car O heroes which thought-yoked can go any- 
where driven by its five-fold beaming reins. 3 

One of you has his home high in the heavens, whil© 
the other dwells both on this earth and in the space 
between. May they bring about our prosperity in the highest 
wealth which is coveted by all and replete with every 
power; and may they produce among us scions who will 
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SOOKTA 41. 

Eishi-Gritsamadah; Deity-Vayu. 

Come 0 Vayu, with all thy thousand and one swift 
steeds— with the Niyuts— to drink the Soma-juice. 1 

With thy Niyuts come, 0 Vayu. To thee is offered this 
snarklins draught: for, thou wouldst always yisit the house 


0 Indra and Vayu drawn in your car by the Niyut- 
steeds, come ye Heroes, and drink to-day of this sparkling 
juice blended with milk. ^ 

For ye twain O Mitra and Varuna is poured out this 
Soma. O ye that promote the True-Faith, do then hearken 
unto this my call for help. 4 

The two God-kings untainted by hatred and malice 
awrAll in the highest home immutable and thousand- 
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alone that knows no fraud, 


intellect) come speedily O Ashwins, ISTasatyasv who are the 
very essence of Truth. Come to our sacrificial house worthj 
of the protection of heroes like you. 1 


That precious wealth which, O Gods rich in valour 
body from afar or from within, — which no slanderer 
any mortal enemy dares assail. 


Unto us bring, 0 Ashvins, that wealth which is 
essentially beautiful and which, O gods known by thought 
alone, is eagerly coveted by ail. g 


Verily Indra does avert every great peril that threatens 
us;' for He alone Is immutable and omniscient. Ifi ms 
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Maj” Indra bless us tbab no sin which pursues can over- 
take us, while we shall have before us only what is blissful. 11 

May Indra ensure our safety from all quarters, — he 
that observes all and subjugates the godless enemies. 12 

Come all ye gods; listen to our call for help, and seat 
yourselves upon the Kusa-carpet. 13 

For ye, is this strong but sweet and hilarious Soma 
prepared by us the Shuna-hotras. Come then and drink ye 
the delightful beverage. 14 

0 ye gods who are ruled over by Indra, who include the 
hosts of the Maruts and receive boons from the bounteful 
Pushan, come all of ye and hear this call of mine. 15 (9) 

Q Saraswati, the best mother, greatest River and worthiest 
goddess, we are, as it were, drowned in obscurity; make 
us therefore, O mother, known to fame. 16 
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In thee, 0 goddess Saraswati, is centred the life of all; 
he pleased with the Shuna-hotras and bestow offspring on 
us 0 goddess. 17 


Accept this hymn, 0 Saraswati who art strong in thy 
holiness; accept these meditative hymns dear to the gods, 
which the Gritsamadas have sung and which O goddess 
that promotest the true Faith, they have humbly offered 
unto thee. 18 

Come jije that make the sacrifice prosper; ye alone we 
implore with Agni the bearer of our oblations to gods. 10 

May Heaven and Earth, present today to the gods 
this our sacrifice that accomplishes our object and that has - 
already reached the skies. 20 

P divinities undefiled by hatred, let the worshipful gods 
sit beside you to-day to drink the Soma-juice.^^^ 
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SOOKTA 42. 


[,M. §, in. 4, S. 4^ 


Rishi- Gritsamadah; Deity-Kapinjala. 

Uttering his sweet notes and thereby announcing his 
genus repeatedly, the Bird sends his voice forth, as the 
helmsman would launch a boat. Be auspicious, therefore, 
0 Bird, and may nothing untoward befall thee from any 
quarter. 1 

May not the falcon kill thee, neither may the eagle, 
nor may the valiant archer shooting with arrows shoot at 
thee. But uttering thy melodies from the quarter of the 
Pitris, be 0 Bird, the bearer of happy tidings. 2 

Call out in sweet tunes to the right side of our houses, 
O thou auspicious bird that bringest good news. Let not 
swindlers overreach us nor let the prophet of evil oppress 
us, and let us sing the great glory ( of God ), in the 
assembly with our heroic men. 3 (11) 
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RIG VESA 

SOOKTA 43. 


Eishi-Gritsamadah; DeUy-Kajyinjala. 

The bird-poets warbling the tunes of energy here on tlio 
right side, are singing forth their sweet song in due season. 
He like the Saraa-chanter can utter both the tunes and 
sing brilliantly in the Gayatri and Traislitubha modes. 1 

Like the hymn-chanting priest thou singest the Sama 
0 Bird; and like Bahama’s assistant recitest praises at the 
time of the libations. Though Just entering on thy young 
age, declare, O Bird, like a valiant hero good luck for us 
from every side, and pronounce, O Bird, blessings on us on 
every occasion. ^ 

Proclaim happiness for us, 0 Bird, while thou warblest 
thy sweet notes; think out a good prayer for us while thou 
art sitting silent; and when thou callest out while flying, 
sing sweetly like the Karkari lute, that we may also sing 
the great glory ( of God ) in the assembly with our warlike 
men. ^(1^) 
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ANUVAKA 1, 

SOOKTA 1. 

Rishi- Visit IV a mii ra; Deity- Agn i. 

Bring to bestow on me, 0 Agni, the strength to perform 
the Rite of Soma, as thou hast made me the High Priest 
of the assembly to accomplish this sacrifice. Thy effulgence 
is illuminating the heavens, while I am joining the Soma- 
pestles and toiling myself to the utmost. Be therefore 
gratified 0 Agni, with our worship. 1 

We have advanced onward the sacrifice to completion; 
now let hymn-singing go on with vigourous devotion, for 
the priests have already worshipped Agni with fire-sticks. 
Coming down from heaven, ( the gods ) have taught the 
assemblies of the .wise this mode of worship which they 
have perfected to ensure wisdom and strength ( for 
the worshipper). ' 2 

'He wisest God with his holy purpose, has always held 
the welfare ( of man ) in his hands,— He who since the 
moment of bis appearance, has borne the ardent love of a 
kinsman to Heaven and Earth. Wherefore the gods have 
sought Agni worthy to behold, who in the midst of waters 
was occupied with the work of the Sisters of heaven. 3 
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The seven great Sisters nurtured the Blessed One glowing 
red at the beginning but white in the height of greatness. 

To Agni, as to a child newly born, the pervading gods ran 
in haste and wondered at his marvellous appearance. 4 

With his white refulgent rays he fills the aerial regions, 
and with his holy genius sanctifies the 
Dressing himself in the robes of light He the lite^of all, 
displays (to the world) the great and perfect splendour ^ 
his activities. ' 

He approached the mighty heavenly Sisters who are 
silent yet invincible and uncovered yet not n^aked. And 
since then the seven Sister Speeches all ancient but youthful 

■V borB6 tli0 same foetus in common. 

There his dense rays of varied colours have spread ei/on , 

to the fountain of the sparkling water and spring of the 
sweet Drink. Here had stood the milch cows teeming 
with milk, and the mighty united Mothers of the miracle- 
working Agni. 

W^hile thou wert cherished O Son of divine might, thou 
didst shine out assuming thy fierce and dazzling splendours. 
Therefore showers of sweet drink and the invigorating 
fluid have poured down where the mighty Hero has been 
1;!:; (s ' exalted by the poetic genius. 
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the streaming showers and his thundering voice. Though 
when moving about with his blessed friends in secret none 
can observe him, h© is never concealed whenever He walks 
with the great daughters of heaven. 

It is Agni who nourished the ( world in ) embryo laid 
by the Father and Creator of the universe, and although 
alone He -Agni has sucked the teeming breasts of many a divine 
Power. Wherefore protect, 0 Hei’o, the two matrons who are 
co-wives affectionate like kindred sisters and generous towards 
men; protect them for this our virtuous patron. 10 (14) 

He, Agni waxed mighty in the huge boundless _ space, 
the manifold and illustrious heavenly streams nurturing him 
all the while. And. in the home of Faith lay Agni the 
selfcontrolled God, in the cradle of the seven sisters bound 
in the tie of kinship. 

When the mighty armies fall upon each other, He 
rescues the worshipper as if it were his son,-He like a brave 
champion, fierce hut of a dignified appearance and shedding 
a flood of light. It is H e the Father that has brought forth 
the brilliant Dawn, although most valiant and mighty 
Agni, himself lay in the ‘vomb of waters. ^ 12 

To him, to that lovely Infant of waters, appearing m 
so many forms, Arani the most charming and blessed 
among the herbs has given birth. Then even gods apprrached 
Him with devoted hearts;- and as he appeared adored Him 
tiie most noble and strong. , 12 
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The mighty brilliant lights dazzling like:\flashes of lightning 
attach themselves to Agni who sheds a flood of lustre. Him 
suddenly waxed mighty in his home and grown up as if 
in secret they attend, while they milk the heavenly- Nectar 
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Within his house there He sits the immortal Lord of 
mortal beings, educating the religious assemblies. With his 
form glistening like ghrita, he has shed his lustre far and 
wide, He, Agni with his masterly knowledge of inspired 
genius. 18 

Pray come with thine auspicious benevolence; come thou 
mighty Agni hurrying on with thy mighty succours. Grant 
us the plenitude of thy wealth which shall deliver us from 
sin and give us our portion of fame and success. 19 

Thus thy ancient as well as thy recent births I have 
sung O Agni before thee who art the most ancient God. To 
thee, Hero are poured forth these libations, as thou that 

knowest ail this creation art set in the heart of every 
creature. 20 

0 this Agni stationed within all the creatures has been 
kept ever kindled by us Vishvamitras. May then we rest 
happily under the fostering care and the auspicious benevo- 
lence of this most holy God. 21 
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Highly pleased with our service set this our sacrifice 
arnoiig the gods, O thou all— conquering Master of creative 
wisdom. As thou O Divine Priest grantest us strong and 
fresh energies, bestow 0 Agni on us for this sacrifice the 
highest wealth of power. ^ 22 

Always secure, 0 Agni, this land and the wonder-working 
gift of knowledge for the worshipper who invokes thy aid. 
May our sons and grandsons be able to continue our race 
and may that gracious attention of thine be bestowed 
on us. (1^) 

S O O K T A 2. 

Rishi- Visvamitrah; Deity-Agni. 

For Agni Vaishvanara the Friend of man and upholder 
bf the sacred Law, let us think out a meditative eulogy 
just as we prepare the oblation of pure ghrita for him whom 
as the High Priest of both ( gods and men ), our sacrificial 
patrons as well as our human priests are urging with their 
whole-hearted hymns, even as a skilful mechanist drives on 
his car. ^ 

As soon as he made his appearance He illuminated both 
the regions, and became the worthiest son. of the great 
Parents ( of the world ). Wherefoi*e, He. Agni, is the bearer 
of oblations, the most gracious but invincible God, the 
guest of men, and rich with the treasiu e of radiance. 2 
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By dint of their successful ability, and with their medi- 
tative genius, the gods have induced Agni to appear in this 
world so full of conflicting modes of life. Him, the mighty 
Agni refulgent with his dazzling light like an impetuous 
warrior, I praise eager to gain holy strength. 3 

Longing to gain (our cherished object) we seek of 
joy-g ving Agni that strength which is pre-eminent, intrepid 
and laudable; (we seek it) of Agni the kind-hearted patron 
of the Bhrigus, the inventive power of poets shining with 
his divine effulgence. 4 

For their lasting happiness, the worshippers spreading 
the kusha carpet have set before them on the altar, Agni 
renewed for his gift of holy strength. Lifting their ladles, 
they have set radiant Agni, the same as Rudra, the lord 
of the gods, fulfilling the aims of sacrificial activities. 5 

0 Divine Priest of pure and holy brilliance, around thy 
resting place, the altar, thy manly adorers clearing the 
soma-juice of grass scraps, are worshipping thee in sacrifices. 
Hoping, G Agni, by thy worship to win thy strongest 
affection, to thee they pay their homage. Pray, bestow on 
them the treasure of holy strength. 6 
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He filled both the upper regions and the vast realm 
of the glistening sky, when after his appearance tjje 

( worshipper’s ) devotion seated him on the altar. To 
accomplish the sacrifice, see, the most wise and gracious 
Agni is led forth to win the holy battle, as an impetuous 
warrior is sent out to secure victory. (Ti') 

Prostrate yourself before Him that distributes the oblations 
and perfects our holy Rite. Adore Him who loves like a 
nearest kinsman and knows whatever has been created. 
Ever ready on his car to safeguard our lofty Faith, the 
all-discerning Agni has verily, become the High Priest even 
of the gods. ^ 

The three deathless Lustres of ever active Agni who 
encircles the world, have purified his devout worshipper. 
One out of those three, the pious have retained among the 
mortals as the source of their pleasure, while the other 
two have passed into the sister world. 9 

Him the Lord of people, the refreshing energies ( of the 
pious ) have made very keen, as the sword is whetted to 
burnish it. Wherefore He passes on permeating ail uplands 
and lowlands alike, when he has laid his lustrous seed 
within the ■worlds. ' 10 (18; 

Within the wondrous interior ( of this earth ), _He the 
most Sapient presses forward with vigour like a roaring lion, 
;i He affectionate towards all, of mighty lustre and immortal, 
generously bestows the most precious wealth and gems on 
V the liberal worshipper. 11 
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The Friend of man ha3 from time immemorial ascended 
the pinnacle of heaven, ■ and his glories have been sung 
in the most telling hymns. Wherefore, He, as aforetime 
has put forth the wealth ( of Nature ) for the delight of 
his humble creatures,^ and in this He has followed the 
usual course with watchful care. 13 

Him who loves the true Faith, him the most wise and 
exalted God dwelling in heaven, whum Matarishvan established 
on the earth beneath— Him with his wondrous ways and 
golden hair we humbly implore, Him-Agni, of beautiful splend- 
our ( we beseech ) for hapihness which is new ever and 
ever,:::.V: . 13 n9i 


tiira ttie iloiy Une as encouraging us in our course, 
the Ensign of heaven resplendent like the sun and planted 
in the regions of light, -him, Agni that wakens the Dawn, 
the head of heaven and our irresistible champion we humbly 
supplicate with obeisance. 14 

^ who is far above duplicity, 

the self-controlled God worthy of our praise, the ubiquitous 
Lord, a most rare sight for his admirable form wonderful 
like the uncommon heavenly car — Agni the benefactor of 
mankind we ever beseech for his divine weakh, 15 
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offered their gems of praise, that they might reach his lasting 
abodes. And as Agni the Immortal God himself gratifies 
the lesser deities, none shall bring discredit to His eternal 
Laws (by infringing them), 1 

Between Earth and heaven the Master of miracles moves 
as the mediator ( of men ); then he seats himself as man’s 
High Priest and Representative. With shining orbs He 
embellishes the lofty mansion-he Agni induced by (the 
prayers of ) the gods as hearty prayers are his wealth. 2 

Him, Agni, the Ensign of sacrifice and promoter of 
religious assemblies, the wise worshippers have exalted with 
their earnest hymns. In wliom the holy adorers have 
centred both their pious activities and prayers, from Him 
does the worshipper expect peace and happiness. 3 

The Father of sacrifice, the almighty God of the wise 
sages, the measure ( of devotion ) anti religious wisdom of 
the sacrificing priest, -Agni loved by all has permeated the 
two regions of huge dimensions, by the touch of whose 
radiance the poet attains his glory. 4 

Him that Resplendent Agni with his lovely glittering 
Cvar and Laws precious like gold. Him that revered Lord 
of men, dwelling in Waters and bestowing the heavenly 
light, Him that dives deep into the hearts of all, the swift 
velieraent God girt by bis fierce radiance and sublime majesty, 
the gods have been able to establish on this earth. 5 (20) 
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Agni aie’coAfani-ed by god«- and moi^tal creatures and 
perfecting the manifold Sacriices of worshippers by his divine 
■wi'sd:om, moves in the world, seated on his car, MfiUing 
the aims of worship-the swift warrior of subdued mind 
Who turns the curses of the wicked aside. 6 

Utter the blessing of long-life on him who is endowed 
with noble offspring, ( him > fill with energy, shed on us 
thy ligM of refreshing strength, and enhance the youthful 
vigour ol OUT great patron, for thou O ever active _Agni, 
art eagerly loved by the gods and art the masterly wisdom 
of the wise ■ sages-. 7 

, Him the mighty Lord of men but guest of the worship- 
pers, him who always directs our pious thoughts and is 
loved by the sacrificing priests; Him the life of religious 
rites, and the God’ who knows this whole creation — Him 
worshipping men are exalting with obeisance and with 
spontaneous praises for their prosperity. 8 

The radiant God, Agni uttering sweet words and seated 
ill his self-going , car, encircles the whole world by his ever 
increasing might. Let us then in this sacrificial house, obey 
with pure thoughts the ordinances of him who supports 
this teeming: throng of men. 9 

O God revered by all, I love thy glorious laws where- 
by thou bestowest the light of heaven, O all-discerning Lord. 
Mo* sooner did thou become manifest than thou hast ( not 
filled, G Agni, all the worlds, (not only) filled both 
heaven; and earth-^but hast thyself held them together by 
eBCOifipaeeisg: them on all sides* 10 
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From the miraculous power of God whom all men revere; 
the wise man can achieve great things by his 
alone For, to glorify heaven and earth the parents of the 
trld Li ferti in seed-has Agni appeared on tte 

S O O K T A 4. 

BisM-Vishwamitra: Deity- Apri. 

Be thou pleased with us as thou growest brighter and 
brighter. Impart to us, O Agni, with thy mcre^ing brilli- 
ance a desire for the highest wealth. Bring, O God, the 
^ds’ for this sacrifice, and thou our gracious fnend, gratify 

Mw '^He whom gods, Varuna, Mitxa and Agni satisfy 
thrice a day with sacrifice ( performed by the worshipper ) 
L he Tanunapat bedew with honey this our sacrifice . 
whLh honouring the gods consists in the offerings of 

®“*The thoughtful hymn wherein dwell all the exigisite 
beautiS proceeds to offer the oblation to the divine Priest 
Ld approLhes that Hero to pay him homage with an 
SeisanL May the Holy God moved (by our prayers) 
ivr.a+,-fvr ti-iP p-ods with this sacrifice. 

Straight lies your path ( of devotion ) in this Holy Rite; 
straio-ht also go upwards the flashes ( of Agni ) to meet the 
sSes! High in the centre of the firmament is seated the 
bWine Priest; let us, therefore, spread out the Kusa-Oarpet 

the spacious seat for t he gods. — — - — - 
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R!G VED A 


t M. 3, An. 1 , S. ,4 


To us they have come, they heartily eager ( to see per- 
. formed ) the seven duties of the Hotri priest, and encourg.ging 
the world by ( the help of ) the eternal law. Heroic is their 
mein, and in religious assemblies do they appear the many, 
goddesses-who have now come to our sacrifice. 5 (22) 


The glorious Night and Dawn, knit close together 
though unlike in appearance have come smiling unto us, 
that Mitra, Varuna and Lord Indra girt by the Maruts 
may regard us favourably with their divine brilliance. 6 


The two First divine Priests I beseech; their seven 
Forces are enjoying the Soma in their wonted manner. 
The divine Law alone they extol; the eternal Truth alone 
they speak, concentrating their thoughts on the divine 
ordinance as the custodians of divine Law. 7 


Bharati with her following, the affectionate Ha with the 
gods, Agni with men and Saraswati with her son-may these 
three goddesses come and seat them on the Kusa-Carpet. S 


Let our prolific seed flow freely, O God Twashtri 
delighted with us, that our son may turn out a brave hero, 
a pious able man skilled in pressing the Soma and devoted 
to the service of God. 9 
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ftiG VE 0 A 


Send forth, 0 Lord of Wood, the oblation to the gods, 
which Agni as the divine Shamita will be pleased to dress. 
It is He the Essence of Truth who will please the gods, 
for He alone knoweth their origin. ^ 10 

Gome unto us, O Agni blazing forth; come with Indra 
jn the same car and in company of the gods hastening 
towards us. Let Aditi also that Infinite Power, the mother 
of valiant gods, occupy our Knsa-Carpet; and let the im- 
mortal gods be delighted- with oblations offered by the word 

“Swaha.” 11 t33) 

SGOKTA 5. 

Rishi- Vishwamitra; Deify- Agni. 

Flashing fully at the Dawn, Agni is wakened, the 

sapient God who guides thoughts of poets. The holy Leader 
with his mighty lustre, when kindled by saintly adorers, 
throws open the gates of darkness to let in the Light of 

heaven. j , 

Verily Agni is highly delighted with praises .and hymns 

of the adorers. He wholly worthy of our homage is sung 
in the psalms ( of .singers ). Wherefore, he fond of the 
beauties of the True Faith, has shone out as^ mr 



He is also Mitra .and Varuna who felly fcnows the ci,,aawon.* 

Friendly, vigourous, and self-ooiftrolled he himself is^ the 
Adhvaryu and likewise the benefactor of mighty riyers 
and mountains. 4 

He guards the Earth’s dear pdnnacle and ever active, 
he guards the luminous path of the Sun. From the centre 
of the earth Agni guards the seven-headed metres and he 
the most High guards the joys of the gods. 5 (24) 

He as Ribhu has made his already fair name a most 
exalted memory — the God who alone has the knowledge of 
all religious rites. He is the shield of corn, and there lies 
the seat of the Bird which he, Agni, defends with vigii'ant 
care. ® 

Eager Agni has ascended the seat longing for him— the 
seat very spacious and glistening like ghrita, wherein the 
resplendent and most High Agni, Mmseif holy and purifying 
others, has made the mothers youthfuj again and again^ 7 

Appearing spontaneously, he increases by the herbs as 
the young sprouts grow by the heavenly fluid. Fascinating 
like (a torrent of) waters dashing down a precipice may, 
therefore, Agni free us from sin .< as we are reposing ) in 
our Parents’ lap. 8 
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Bishi-Vishwamitra: Deity-Agm. 

0 Poets solely devoted to God, with your hearts stirred 
by deep meditation hold forth the sacrificial ladle which is 
eager to meet God. Alive with holy strength and suffused 
with ghrita the ladle bearing oblations for Agni, goes 
straight on to him and then turns to the right. 1 

Not only the two worlds hast thou filled so soon as 
thou didst appear, but thou hast out-grown them, 0 Holy 
Througli Ii63/T6n B^iid 6cirtli, tliBroforo, 0 Agiii, lot thy 
seven-tongued steeds come dashing on, with thy niigliL 2 
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Mi<yhty Agni praised by all has shone out with his 
blazing*^ lustre from the earth’s centre to the height of 
heaven’s vault. May then He as Mitra, as illustrious 
Matarishvan and as our mediator bring the gods nther 

unto our sacrifice. * . ■ +i 

The best among the glowing orbs of the sky, Agni tne 

most High, propped up (as it Were), with his mighty 
lustre the dome of heaven when from the Bbrigus, Mataii- 
shvan brought out him who was hitherto invisible and 
enkindled him bearer of our oblations to the gods. lU 

Secure always, 0 Agni this land and the marvellous 
gift (of the cow) of knowledge for the worshipper who 
invokes thy aid. May our sons and pandsons be able 
to continue our race, and may that gracious attention oi 

thine be bestowed upon us. 

S O O K T A 6 


maik- 


As. 2, All. 8, V. 26-27 


R ! G V E D A 


$i l| Si ^ 


Both heaven and earth with the honoured gods establi- 
shed thee ( here ) as the High Priest to regulate the sacrifice, 
what time the several classes of godly people living in 
happiness praised the lustre of thy white flame. 3 

Sublime and amiable Agni is seated immutable in the 
gods’ common home between the two immense spheres of 
heaven; and the worlds as two wives united together, never 
aging, never polluted and yielding the milk of nectar, wait 
upon Him of, far reaching glory, as his kine. 4 

Great are the ordinances of thee who art thyself Great, 
6 Agni, and by thy divine power hast thou spread out the 
two worlds. Thou hast- as soon as thou appeared, become 
our mediator — thou, 0 munificent Hero, who art ruler of 
men. ^ 

Bind with the harness the two long-maned ruddy coursers 
dripping with the sparkling fluid, to the yoke of thy car 
of ' eternal Truth. Then with all the gods drive hither, O 
God, and perfect our worship, O thou that knowest thy 
creation. = ^ 

Thy brilliant rays shine upwards even unto the sky 
as thou sheddest thy light after the resplendent ITshas, 
whence, O Agni, the exploit of thy conflagration amid forests, - 
the exploit of thee the delightful Hotri priest, the gods 
have always extolled. . . . 7 

^ 3?f|: Sf5|5{jr 

( 37 fKrR. ) 3tlTi3T ( ^ t 

V ( stikt: ) p: ’ERI. 3fJ ihafi: I ( ) 

3Tf#, OTRft, 373R, 311% , 37^ ) ) I 

SJiir IfcT: % Wcfl lirfl ( p cai ) 37T?RT-*4 1 3^??:, | 

fill ( f| ) hctr ( 37^7 ) I 

^ gi!£ra ^ % %%ir ftfiar ( w ^ % vm gft atiarfi: fk^n i 
37*7 1 ^ 3fr a?, i: mfk ( ff t 

vs I 371% ^ 1 ^ 1 ^ 37q: %qf; qiqscf | af-q % % fsiq 

3fg ¥)[fi i 




Tfie gods who enjoy themselves in th6 ?a§t aerial rSgioM, 
Of those who dweh in the luminous realm of heaven, or 
who ready to listen and to protect, of those holy Powers 
Who, O Agnij still hold up the reins of their steeds, 8 

With all of them some, 0 Agni, driving hither in the 
same oar, or in several separate chariots, for, powerful are 
thy steeds. Bring with their spouses the' three and thirty 
gods, and gratify them after thy usual course. 9 


That sort of Hotri Priest is he whom even the vast 
heaven and earth praise for prosperity at each sacrifice. 
And hence, like two sacrifices, they both fair, faithful and true, 
have always bent themselves to the will of him who himself 
has sprung from the True Faith. 


Secure always, O Agni, this land and the marvellous 
gift of knowledge for the worshipper who invokes th^^^^ 

May our sons and grandsons be able to continue our race, and 
may that gracious attention of thine be bestowed upon 
us. 11 (27) 

End' of ^ Adhyaya: ; Vili. - ;; 
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/^dfiyaya L 

ANUVA KA 11 
S O O KT A 7. 

RisM-Vishwamitra; Deity-Agni, 

The gleams of tlie Nourisher whose body is bright, 
have come forth and liave pervaded the two Parents and 
the seven voids. The All-spreading Parents move about 
and step forth to bestow ( on us ) long life. 1 

Cows ( indeed ) are the mares for this Heaven-abiding 
Powerful One. On them, the bringers of sweet favours, He 
has mounted. To thee that dost dwell in comfort in the 
home of truth, a cow wends her way. 2 

He, the All-knowing Lord, the Possessor of all wealth, 
has mounted them that have become so tame. Assuming 
a varied aspect, He, his back all blue, has led them forth 
from where they were feeding on grass. 3 

Immensely exalting Him, the unaging and firm son of 
Twastri, they, the conveyers, convey him. Shining forth with 
all his limbs in the communal abode. He has pervaded the 
Eartli and Heaven, as though they were one. 4 
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They know the strength of the Jr^owertui ana niummea 
One and feel pleasure in the rule of the mighty One. They 
whose prayer and great song is worthy of consideration shine 
forth, resplendent, with an excellent splendour. 5 (1) 

Moreover, acquiring knowledge of Him from tlie Parents 
they brought a mighty prayer to the mighty couple, with 
loud acclamation (even there ) where the Powerful One, the 
enveloper of the night, grew to the last limit of His bright- 
ness for the sake of adorer. ^ 

Seven wise men with five priests guard the favourite and 
firm-set abode of the Bird. The Powerful and unaging ones 
are pleased and delighted, for Gods must esteem the injunctions 

of Gods. ‘ 

I honour first the two celestial invokers, the seven priests 
are delighted with the offerings. Carrying out the command- 
ments, they ( the luminous ones ) give out only the truth by 
virtue of the commandments and belaud the truth. 8 

For this mighty steed, powerful and wondrous, His 
numerous and extensive rays are longing. Oh Divine oblation 
bearer, bring to us hither the Gods, and also Heaven and 
P,a,rth. as thou art wise and giver of Joy. y 
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OhWe'alth Incarnate, here have dawned for our enrichment 
the sweet-worded Dawns,, worshipped with oblations and 
invested with splendid rays. Therefore, Oh Agni, destory for our 
good whatever sins that may have been committed < by us ), 
though in magnitude they might equal the Earth. 10 

Oh Agni, prosper, for thy invoker, his continual prayer 
that it may lead him to numerous heroic acts and give 
Mm cattle. May our son and grandson continue our race, 
and Agni, may that favour of thine be shed on us. 11 (2) 


Risfd^ ¥isliwa7nitra\ Deity- Vishwedeva 


celestial honey. Grant ( us ) here riches whether thou hast 
been standing up or whether thou hast been resting thyself 
in the lap of this mother. 1 

in front of the flaming fire, accepting prayers 
that drive Off old age and bring heroes, and banishing evil 
far away from us, do hold thyself up for (our) great 
good, ; ; - ^ 
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Raise thyself up, Lord of Woods, on a Mgli place on the 
Earth, and confer splendour upon us for the due accomplish- 
ment of our sacrifice, thou that art measured with an 

excellent measure. -3 

Here has come the youth well attired and richly surrounded. 
Verily doth Ho come for our good when He heGometh 
manifest. Him do the wise elevate, pious at heart, 
absorbed in contemplation, and sagacious. 4 (3) 

At ail auspicious moment of the day He, waxing at 
every sacrifice and each offering, presents Himself, manifest. 
Wise men bring holiness to their acts by praising ( Him ) 
and the learned and pious ( adorer ) loudly repeats his 

hymns. 5 (3) 

Lord of Woods, may those Divine posts that are, (like 
thee ), standing here-whom pious men have measured or 
whom their own weapon has fashioned-confer on us preci- 
ous treasures along with progeny, 6 

May those ( Posts ) convey our excellent ( offerings ) to 
the Gods, the Posts that are fashioned out and implanted 
in a proper measure in the Earth, for which the spoon 
is ready to pour, and which have made the ground blissful. 7 



May the Gods-the Adityas, the Rudras, the well-guiding 
Vasus, the Heaven and Earth, the Land and Atmosphere, 
sitting together, protect and raise up the banner of our 
sacrifice. 8 

Arrayed in a line like swans, and robed in white, here have 
the Posts come to us. Erected in their front by wise 
men these Gods go verily by the Gods’ path. 9 

It looked that these Posts, fitted with their top rings on 
the Earth, were, as it were like the horns of horned animals. 
Invoked in battles by the adorers may ( these Posts ) verily 
succour us in frays and contests. 

Lord of Woods, thou whom this sharp weapon has brought 
forth for (our) great good, do thou spring up with a hundred 
branches. With a thousand branches we too shall 
grow. 


Rishi-Visvamitrah; Deity-Agni. 

We, mortal men thy friends, for our protection, seek 
thee, the God who is a child of the waters, whose splendour 
is great, whose luminocity is intense, whose victories are 
glorious and who annihilates sins. 1 
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R 1 G VE D A 


Though having a liking for the woods, thou hast gone fo 
the waters thy mothers, Agni, I am unable to bear thy 
going thither, since thou hast come nearer that wast afar 
off. ^ 

Thou hast outgrown the twigs and art (looking) 
most pleased. Of those in whose frier’' dship thou dost rest, 
some are going forward, and some are sitting about. 3 

Him, who has overcome his foes and peipetual 
obstructions, the uninimical and ever-living Gods have 
discovered, like a lion taking refuge in the waters. 4 

Agni, who had thus been concealed and who was, as it 
were, flying about at his own will, from a great distance 
did Matarishvan bring forth, churning him out for the good 
of the Gods. 5 (5) 

Oh Bearer of Oblations, Oh Benefactor of men. Oh Most 
Youthful One, in as much as thou guardest all sacrifices 
with thy might, thee, so great, did men select for the Gods. 6 

It is ( really ) magnificent— thouse kind offices of thine— 
appealing even to the ignorant that, Agni, ( e'v en ) beasts 
sit about thee when thou art kindled in the dead of 
night. 



As. 3, Ad. 1, ?. 6-7 ] 


R I G V E D A 


[ M. 3, Ab. I, a JC 


Offer an oblation to him by whom the sacrifice is 
adorned, who is a destroyer, and whose gleams are hallowed. 
Wait with a commendable hymn upon this God who is a 
swift messenger, who knows no old age, who is ancient, 
arid who is worthy of an adoration. ^ 

Gods, three thousand, three hundred thirty and nine, 
have worshipped { this ) Agni; they besprinkled him with ghee, 
spread out for him the grass and seated Him there, 
their oblation — bearer. 9 ( ) 

G O KT A !;0. 

Eishi- Viskwamitra; Deity- Agni. 

A-gni, wise mortals kindle thee in sacrifices, the God, 
who art the supreme Lord of men, 1 

Agni, ( men ) praise thee the oblation — bearing preist, 
at sam*ificeC Blaze thou up ^ m as thou art the 

guardian of truth. 

indeed he who offers (oblations ) along with sticks 
(ff fuel to that knowest all beings, acquires great valour 
Mand'^'fiourishes.'; ^ ^ 
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Here lias come for his offerer that ( celehrated ) Agni 
who is the emblem of sacrifices and who has been be- 
sprinkled by seven sacrificers. He is bringing with ( him ) all 

the Gods. ' 

Offer a hearty and excellent song to Agni, the oblation— ' 
bearer, the dispensator, who bears as it were the refulgent 
rays of all the mighty Protectors. S (0 

May our hymns magnify Agni since, He, the praise- 
worthy ' and lovely One, is manifesting himself for ( giving 
us ) great might and wealth. 

Agni, thou art most deserving of worship at sacrifices.^ 
Therefore coiiTey the sacrifice . to the G-ods for the sake ot 
the pious adorer. A joy-giving oblation-bearer, t lou 
dost shine triumphant over thy foes. 

Purifier, blaze thou for us refulgently, ( grantiiig ) us 
great valour. Be intimate with thy adorers for their welfare. 8 

Thee, so celebrated, sprung from Might, the immortal ; 
oblation— bearer, learned men, wide awake, kindle with 
various hymns. ^ M 


Rl G V E D A 
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SOOKTA II. 


MsM- Visvamitrd; Deity- AgnL 


Agni, the all pervading One is the bearer of onr oblations— 
and the high priest of our sacrifice. He knows the sacrificial 
rite in each detail. 1 


He is the bearer of oblations, immortal, a willing 
messenger inspired with love. With a prayer he is 
persuaded to come. 3 

Agni, the foremost emblem of sacrifice, knows everything 

with his mighty intellect. Towards the desired object does he 
verily hasten. 3 

The Gods made Agni the bearer ( of oblation )— him 
■who is the ever renowned son of Might and who knows all that 
is born, 4 

Agni is indomitable, the leader of the human race, the 
quick traverser, and always of fresh youth. 5 (9) 

Agni is the vanquisher of all foes; he is an unassailable 
power to the Gods. He can lend his ear to every man. 6 

By offering oblations ( to him ) the mortal offerer acquires 
the home of him whose lustre is purifying. 7 
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We, versed in hymns, shall on 
the well-established homes of Agni 
all that is born. 

Agni, we long to obtain all 
exploits. (Verily) the Gods ha\ 

s O O K T A 12 

Rishi- Vishwamitra: Deiiu-Iml m 


things through 
thee. 9 (10) 


covetable 
e abided in 


Moved by our prayers, come, Oh Indra and A^m to tins 
•essed juice, this excellent preparation, and drink of it 
?d of your own will. 

Oh Indra and Agni, this enlivening oflering of your 

‘ .r.n hnthi moved by it, taste this express 


, the greatest 
of Vritri, and 
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i U. 3, An. 2. S. 13 


Indra and Agni, together ye demolished the ninety strong- 
holds guarded by the demons, by one act of heroism. 


Indra and Agni, our thoughts move gathei 

arround your exploits along the paths of the tru. . 


Indra and Agni, your exploits and joys are mingled 
together. Your succour is beneficial. 


Indra and Agni, during your deeds of heroism, ye decorate 

the bright realms of the heaven, and then your might 

best seen. 


ANNUVAK 3. 


SOOKTA 13. 


Rishi-Eifihabha; Deihj-Agni. 


For this your God Agni. offer the biggest ( hymn ). Mcy 

He come to us along with the Gods and may the mo., 
adorable One seat himself on the grass. 


Him who is truthful, to whom the Heaven and Eaidi 
belong, and whose succours are associated with his miga , 
TLevs of oblations praise. Him, men longing for benefit , 
(glorify) for their protection. 
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He the talented one is the controller of ( a 
He, verily he, is the { guide ) of sacrifices, i 
of yours, who is the bestower and procurer of £ 

May that Agni confer on us happiest 
good, as it is he who will augment our 
Heaven, in the waters and from earthly re 

Reciters of prayers, kindle this Agni, whc 
bearer, who is the sovereign of men and whc 
refulgent wdth his resplendent lustre. 

Again, Oh talented One, protect us tho 
ready to convey our worship to Gods when 
Augmented with the wind, Agni, shed on 
us thousands of benefits. 

Agni, grant us, quick, thousandfold f 
progeny, prosperity and excellent valour, brill 











S O O K T A 14. 

Rishi-Etishablia-, Deity- Agni. 

That most wise creator, who is truthful, joy-giving 
and bearer of our oblations and sacrifices, has attended the 
sacrificial houses. Agni, the son of strength, has, with his 
chariot of the lightning and hair of flames, manifested his 
vigour on the Earth. ^ 

I am coining to thee; aceept my salutation. Truthful 
and powerful One, it is for thee who knowest ( all ). Thou 
the Sapient One, dost bring the wise ( Gods ) and dost Oh 
Adorable One, take thy seat in the middle on the grass 
for our protection. ^ 

May the two invigorating Dawns hie towards thee, Agni, 
by the paths of the wind. By the time that they ( i. e. the 
priests ) have besprinkled the ancient One with oblations, 
the two ( Dawns ) have rested themselves in the sacrificial 
house like the yoke-pole of ( a chariot ). 3 

To thee, Powerful Agni, Mitra and Vanina as well as 
all the Maruts offered their precious oblations, at the time 
that thou, disclosing all men, didst, disguised as the Sun, 
envelope, Oh son of strength, all regions with thy lustre. 4 
Having approached thee with a salutation and with our 
hands strd;ched before thee we have today satisfied thy 
desire. Offer, therefore, Oh Agni, who art wise, our sacrifices 
to the Gods with a mind most reverent and with a prayer 
that will ward off all harm. ! 

7^91 ^r^cfn: ?f; sir 

gfSjsjii qi^r: spScf t 

fiwfcH I 
®ir I 

X m^'- aiffi ffsir:, Tm: nm-., f#i 

^ 3V3| a ! 

H Itcf: 5W1T m ^ =!Srag«f 


fiiaVEB A 


[ M. 3, An. 3, S. 15 



i*. i v ilJ'5, 1 ■ ■- ... _. . . . 

Son of strength, from thee indeed come all the ample 
succours and powers of Gods. Agni, grant us thou, a thousand- 
fold true wealth with an undespising word. o 

Oh Powerfur God, Lord of the intellects of the wise, 
whatever we, mortals, have done in this sacrifice, commumcate 
thou to the Possessors of good chariots. Taste our boma 
here, Oh deathless Agni. ' v 

SOOKTA J5 

Rishi-UtkiU Deity- Agni. 

Blazin" with great might, bring destruction on malignant 
spirits, demons, and diseases. I shall abide under the shelter 
and gWance of the great Agni, who is invoked easily and 

gives easy protection. ^ 

When the Dawn has cast her light and when the bun 

has risen wake up thou our protector. Accept my prayer 

thyself as parents take their own child, Oh Agm, nobly- 

Powerful Agni, shine forth through these dark nights 

in a wav befitting thy former lustre. Thou that ^art the 

observerof all men, Oh wealth, thou deadest us and takest 
us%eyond evil Most youthful One, direct us that long 
for thee, towards affluence. ^ 
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Agni, blaze torth tiiou, wno an, ; 

ble conquering all strongholds and rich possessions. Oh 
omnipotent, and excellent guide, thou hast been ““^uctor 
of the first great sacrifice, that came seeking thy protecti . . 

Reciter of prayers, shining refulgently towards the Gods, 
see that our manifold joys are unbroken. Like a chariot 
laden (with wealth ), bring vigour to us, Agm, and (maKe; 
the Earth and Heaven enjoyable for us. 

Powerful Agni, win ( us ) might, and augment it. (Mal^) 
the Heaven and Earth highly fruitful for iis. ^ft not the 
evil designs of a mortal man affect us. Oh God, 0 thou tha^ 
ddst^ s^^^ an excellent lustre along with the Gods. o 

Oh Agni, prosper for thy invoker, his continual prayer 
him to numerous heroic acts aed giy® 
hiin cattle. May our son and grandson continue our race, 
and Agni, may that favour of thine be shed on us. « (15) 

16 . 

Rishi-Ltkil; Deity- Agni. 

Thi s Amii rules over excellent valour and good 
fortune He'^rules over wealth accompanied with good progeny 
<,iid cattle. He rules over battles where the wicked are 
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Heroic Maruts att(&d on this Auginenter in whom 
blissful riches abide, ye who are invincible in battles and 
have always overcome the enemies. 2 


Bountiful Agni, make, thou who art so renowned, our 
wealth more brilliant for us, so that it might bring us 
great power, progeny, freedom from diseases and strength 
growing enormously. , 3 


He who has made all the worlds, who is unvanquisli" 
able and who has conveyed our oblations to the Gods is 
striving for excellent power and prays for men amongst 
the Gods. 


Agni, Son of strength, do not give us over to impudence, 
to pusillanimity, to lack of cattle and disgrace. Annihilate 
our foes. 


Agni, possessor of excellent fortune, strive in this 
sacrifice to gain us great prowess accompanied with progeny. 
Oh thou of manifold glory, unite us to affluence bringing 
joy and fame, 
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EiBhi-Katah; Deity-AgnL 

For the sake of a sacrifice to the Gods this well-wor- 
shipped Agni, the purifier, robed with ghee, with flaming 
hair, sought by all, and, blazing, is besprinkled with anointing 
substances in accordance with the primal rites. 1 

As thou, Oh Agni, didst convey the sacrifice ^of the 
Earth, and as Oh Omniscient One, thou, who art sapient, didst 
also ( convey the sacrifice ) of the Heaven, so do thou also 
with this oblation worship the Gods and convey my sacrifice 
today as thou didst that of Manu. 3 

Ail-Knower, three are thy lives, and Agni, the Dawns 
are thy three mothers; with them convey thou, who art 
sapient, our blissful oblation to the Gods and.be thou 
to the worshipper well worthy of worship. . . 3 

Omniscient One, we bow to thee, who art worthy of 
praise, glorifying thee, Agni, whose splendour is glorious and 
whose appearance is handsome. The, oblation-bearer and 
unworried niessenger, the Gods made thee the navel of inimor- 
tidity. ^ I/; " . ' . 4- 

Agni, the oblation-bearer, who, abiding in two places, 
and being beneficient on account of oblations, was an ex- 
cellent sacrificer and more ancient than thee— in accordance 
wdth his rites— convey our worship, Ob sapient One, \ and 

place our sacrifice within the reach of the Gods. 5 (17) 
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SOOKTA 19 . 

Rishi-Qathi son of Kusikah; Deity- Agni. 

In this holy sacrifice, I seek Agni who is our oblation- 

sapient, who knows 

May that mpst 
this sacrifice, foB' ho 


bearer, whose intellect is sharp, who is i 
everything born and who is unerring 
adorable One convey our worship in — 
procures wealth for us to make us rich and powerim. ^ ^ 

I send before thee the ( spoon ) filled with oblations 
drippling with ghee, liberal andhriglit. Exalting 
by going about it by the right side, may this Agni abide 

in our worship with boons and wealth. _ 

He who is protected by thee is endowed with a hrign 
intellect. Therefore instruct thou thy good child who seeks thy 
instruction. Agni, may we, reciting 

in abundance of wealth and riches granted by thee wno 

art the greatest hero. j 

Agnifdevout people, attached to thee that ^rt their God, 
have supposed many a deities to dwell in thee. Therefore, Oh 
most youthful One, convey our sacrifice . that thou mayest 
be abie today to worship the divine multitude. 4 

Since in this sacrifice the Gods have seated' thee for 
worship and anointed thee the oblalron-bearer, thei^fore, 
Oh Agni, wake up thou here as our protector and bes^ 
renown on our persons. 
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Rishi- Gathi; Deity-Agni. 


The adorer offers an oblation with praises at the time 
of day-break to Agni, Ushas, the two Ashwins and Dadhikra. 
May the Gods who abide together and whose lustre is 
glorious listen tons, longing for our sacrifice. 1 

Agni, three are thy stimulatives, and three are thy 
common abodes. , Born of trath, three are thy long tongues. 
Verily thy bodies too, loved of the Gods, are three. With 
them protect us, undisearding our prayers. % 

Agni, Oh Omniscient God, Oh mighty One, many (indeed) 
are the names of thee, who art immortal. Universal in- 
spirer, grantor of all that is asked, whatever wiles the 
wily do possess have been all met with in thee. 3 

Like Bhaga, this Agni who is the guardian of truth and 
its champion is the leader of the three worlds and divine 
multitudes. May he who is all knowing, ancient, and 
destroyer of the wicked, bear through ail calamities the reciter 
of his prayer. ^ 

I invoke here Dadhikra. Asni. the Gods_ TTslinc p,.,* Kr, ««,,+,• 

and 
the : 
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TMs is that Agni in whom Indra holds the extracted 
Soma juice, wishing to have it in his own belly. Oh 
Omniscient One, thou art praised, for thou dost send thous- 
andfold vigour like a nimble steed. 1 

Oh Adorable Agni, that splendour of thine which thou dost 
hold in the Heaven, on the Earth, in medicinal plants, and in 
the waters or wherewith thou hast spread this vast at- 
mosphare, that refulgent splendour of thine is ocean-like 
and observant of all men. ^ 

Agni thou dost go towards the waters of the Heaven; 
with the Gods who are praiseworthy thou hast conversed 
as also with the waters that abide in the bright regions 
above the sun as well as below it. 3 

May the Agnis, abiding in the waters and in the fords, 
together accept this sacrifice and these precious oblations, 
unhating and dispelling all deseases. 4 

Oh Agni, prosper for thy invoker, his continual prayer 
that it may lead him to numerous heroic acts and give 
him cattle. May our son and grandson continue our race, 
and, Agni, may that favour of thine be shed on us. 5 (22) 
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SOOKTA 23. 

BisM-Devasravah’ Beity^-Agni. 

Agni who is the leader of sacrifices, who is wise and 
youthful, who is well established in this common 
meeting place after being made to appear by attrition, and 
who knows no abatement although the fuel of wood is 
consumed, is bringing here immortality as he is omniscient, 1 
Devashrawas and Devawata, the two descendants of 
Bharata, have churned out this extremely powerful Agni, 
intending that he might grant them wealth. Agni, look at 
us bringing immense wealth, and, be every day the conductor 


The ten fingers urge to life among these Mothers this 
nobly-born, ancient and beloved One. Oh Devashrawas, 
praise this Agni, produced by Devawata, for he ( i. e. Agni ) 
may become the Lord of people. 3 

At an auspicious moment of the day I place thee in 
the abode of Ila up above the Earth. Oh Agni, blaze thou 
in human dwellings, on the Saraswati, the Apaya and the 
Drishadwati, so that we might obtain wealth. 4 

Agni prosper, for thy invoker his continual prayer that 
it may lead him to numerous heroic acts and give him 
cattle. May our son and grandson continue our race, and 
Agni, may that favour of thine be shed on us. 5 (23) 
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SOOKTA 24, 

Rislii- Vishwamitra\ Deity-Agni. 

Agni, bear down the hostile forces, and scatter away 
our assailants. Overcoming our enemies bring thou 
eminent power to the performer of the sacrifice, thou who 
art indomitable. 1 

Agni, thou who art the enjoyer of oblations and im“ 
mortal, and dost blaze with offerings, accept well this sacrifice 
of ours. ^ 

Oh Agni, who art awakened with a precious offering 
and who art the son of Might, Oh thou, who art fed with 
oblations, take thy seat on this Kusha grass spread by me. 3 

Agni, magnify our hymns in company of all other 
divine Agnis and also in company of those who verily are 
filled with longings at sacrifices. 4 

Oh Agni, bring to thy offerer an ample fortune with 
heroes. Make us more bright by bestowing on us 

progeny. 5 (24) 
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SOOKTA 25. 

BisM-Vishwamitra; Deity~Agni. 

Oh Agni, tiioii, who art most wise and omniscient, art 
the deathless child of the Heaven and Earth. Oh sapient 
One, worship the Gods here one by one. 1 

The wise Agni brings prowess and brings puissance 
to make < us ) immortal gracing by his presence ( our 
sacrifice ) Oh thou who dost possess plenty of provisions, 
bring thou the Gods for us to this place. 3 

Agni, who is unerring and whose delightful splendour 
is extensive, illuminates the two immortal Goddesses, the 
two mothers of all things, viz. the Earth and the Heaven, 
abiding ( here ) with all his powers amidst devout 
salutations. ' ^ - 

Oh Agni, come hither, thou and Indra, to the sacrifice 
of the Soma-giving offerer, at his house undespising ( it ) 
that ye, the two Gods, might get a draught of Soma. 4 

Oh Agni, Son of Might, and Omniscient, thou, the eternal 

One, art being kindled in the home of the Waters exalting 
the common abodes with thy succours. 5(35) 

SOOKTA 26. 

Rishi-Gathi; Deity-Vaishvanara. 

We, the Kushikas, with offerings in hand, desirous of 
wealth, offer oblations along with praises to Agni, having 
first contemplated Mm, the friend of all memin our minds, 
for he is of charming appearance, quick, a liberal God 
acquirer of the Heave n, and traverser after truth. 1 
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That brilliant Agiii, the friend of all men, the praise- 
worthy Matarishwan, the Brihaspati, most wise, ever ready 
to listen, swift, and our ( distinguished ) guest, we adore for 
our protection that the sacrifice of man may prosper. 2 

On every ( sacrificial ) occasion that Agni, the friend of 
all men, is kindled by the Kushikas with their fingers he begins 
crackling like a neighing horse. May that Agni, ever 
wakeful amongst the Immortals, bestow on us precious 
treasures consisting of excellent prowess and good steeds. 3 

Let the Agnis, Energies incarnate, go forth in full vigour. 
Banded together they (the Maruts ) have harnased their 
spotted does for beauty. The most powerful, omiscient and 
indomitable Ones are causing (even) the mountains to 
tremble. 4 

The Maruts, the Lords of all men, seek refuge with 
Agni. We solicit their forceful and furious succour. Those 
Sons of Rudra are most noisy, robed in showers immensely 
liberal, and of lion-like roar. 5(26) 

Praising them, bands and bands, armies and armies-we 
solicit the vigour of the Maruts and the lustre of Agni. 
In sacrifices, they, the wise Ones, with their favour unabating* 
approach the worship, mounted on their spotted does. 6 
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Agni I am, Omniscient born; the ghee is my eye and 
the nectar is in my mouth; I am the triplicate lustre; 
measurer of the rajas the imperishable heat. Forsooth I am 
the oblation’s self. 

Cherishing a thought in his mind about (spreading) 
light, he purified the lustrous Sun with three purifying 
processes. Thus did he set forth, with powers of his own, 
a supereminent treasure, and thus did He the Heaven and 
Earth survey. 8 

Oh Heaven and Earth, gratify Him, the utterer of Truth, 
who is an unfailing brook of hundred streams, who is the 
wise progenitor of recitable hymns, who is liberal and who 
sits with delight in the lap of his parents. 9 (27) 

S O O K T A 27. 

Rishi-Gathi; Deity- Agni. 

Your invigorating offerings containing the oblation proceed 
towards Heaven in a spoon filled with ghee. A man in 


search of bliss goes to the Gods. 


I adore with my praises Agni who is wise, who is the 
medium of sacrifices, who is highly renowned and who grants 
precious treasures. 2 

Oh Agni, we shall be able to exercise influence over 
thee who art a powerful God and so, shall overcome all our 
foes. 3 

Agni w’lo is a purifier, who is adorable and who has 
flaming hair is being kindled in this sacrifice. To him do 

we resort. • ^ 
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Agni whose might is great, who is immortal, who is 
robed in ghee and who is presented with excellent oblations, 
is the bearer of offerings in sacrifices. 5 (28^ 

Him did adorers, devoutly performing sacrifices with 
their spoons thus held ready, invoke for their protection 6 

Here is the Invoker, that immortal God, coming out 
in his mysterious way, encouraging sacrifices. 7 

The powerful One is rememberd in acts of strength. 
He is called upon to take the lead in sacrifices—He who is 
wise and the conductor of sacrificial rites. 8 

The Eininant One made ( all this ) by his wisdom and 
created the seed of all beings, the permanent generating 
Power. 9 

Oh Child of Might, Oh Agni, thee, the eminent one, 
whose splendour and kindness is great do I establish (here) 
by praising thy prowess. 10 (29) 

At the time of the sacrificial rites, the wise adorers 
kindle, with all their might, Agni, the great ruler and 
protector. 11 

In sacrifices glorify Agni the child of Might, who 
shines up to the Heaven and who is the Lord of the 
intellect of the wise. 12 

The powerful Agni who is praiseworthy, fit for salutation, 
subduer of glooms, and handsome is being kindled. 13 
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The powerful Agni, who, horse-like, conducts the Gods 
(hither) is being kindled. Offerers of oblations magnify 
him. 14 

Powerful Agni, we thy powerful ( Adorers ) kindle thee 
who art powerful and mightily blazing. 15(30) 

S OO KT A 28 
Eishi-Viskwamitra Deity-Agni. 

Oh omniscient Agni, rich in hymns, accept our oblation 
and offering at the morning service. 1 

Agni, for thee the offering is cooked and spiced. Oh 
most youthful One, accept the same. 2 

Oh Agni, taste of this offering presented to thee 
but prepared yesterday. Thou who art the son of might 
art favourable towards sacrifices. 3 

Oh omniscient sage accept of this offering here at the 
midday sacrifice. Agni, wise men never withhold in sacrifices 
the share of thee who art great. 4 

Oh Agni, Son of Might, do cherish a longing even at 
the third service for the offering presented to thee and 
place along with our hymns this careful and precious 
sacrifice amongst the immortal Gods. 5 

Oh omniscient Agni, cause this offering presented to 
thee to prosper and accept of the same which was but 
yesterday prepared. 6(31) 
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S 00 KT A 29. 

EisM-Vishwamitra; Deitij-Agrii. 

Here is the means of attrition, here is ready the 
material for production. Bring now that good lady and let 
us urge to life Agni in our wonted way. 1 

Like an embryo well placed in pregnant woman, this 
omniscient One is placed between these two rubbing sticks. 
Agni is worthy to be praised by men remaining watchful 

and bringing offering. ^ 

Being careful place the ( upper stick ) on the one which 
is lying face upwards. Lo ! instantly is it impregnated 
bringing forth the powerful one. He is a column of splendour. 
His lustre is refulgent. This son of Ila has been born 
amidst great care. 

Omniscient Agni, in order that our oblations might be 
borne (by thee ) we establish thee on the navel of the Earth 
in the abode of Ila. ^ 

Stir out, ye men, this wise one, whose knowledge is great, 
who is immortal, whose form is lovely and in whom there 
is no double dealing. Men bring out this Agni who is the 
banner of sacrifices, who is foremost, and who brings excellent 
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If ( men ) chum him out with their arms, he shines 
refulgent amongst woods as a powerful steed; when revealed 
on the road of the Ashwins he looks as it were extremely 
marvellous and lays bare the stones by burning the 
grass. 6 

When born, Agni begins to shine, Agni who is sapient, 
powerful, wise, praised by sages, of great bounty and one 
whom the Gods have established in sacrifices owing to his 
being a bearer of oblations, omniscient and worthy of 
praise, 7 

Oh oblation-bearer, sit thou, who art sapient, on thy 
seat, and, in this chamber of pious deeds, ask all 
sacrificial hosts to take their seats. Thou who dost gratify 
the desires of Gods dost worship them with oblations. 
Therefore, Oh Agni, bestow a long life on thy worshipper. 8 
Oh friends, establish this smoke-covered powerful God 
and approach ye his might, freed from all failures. This 
heroic Agni, with whose aid the Gods did overcome the 
wicked, is ( surely ) able to overcome large hosts. 9 

This is thy time-established abode wherein born thou 
hast shone. Agni recognise it and seat thy self and cause 
our hymns to prosper. 10 (33) 

When he is ( only ) an animated foetus, he is called 
Tamonapat and when he is actually born he becomes 
Narashamsa. When in the body of the mother he is measured, 
he is stiled Matarishwa. When he began to traverse his 
course, the birth of wind took place. H 
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The wise One has been stirred out mth a good stimng 
and established with an excellent establishment. Oh 
make our sacrifices good and convey our worship to the 
Gods for the sake of thy adorer. 

The mortals have urged to life the e ^ ^ 

is above destruction, whose Jaws are poweitul and 
an overcomer ( of foes ). The fingers-the ten sisters, actm„ 
together-welcome the warrior as soon as he is bom. lo 

Ever since the sevenfold oblation-bearer bepn to shine 
at the breast of his mother, he has been gloriously in 
fn her kp. When he has taken his birth from the ioms 
J L .Zt Animator, he, the lovely. One never rests 


8p?w: wre 3{fg 3Tf^T^t‘% » 

IX ^ ^ 

1% f?l% IW: *f 1 , *r^fw. air 

=!n 3?^' si’-ir; •=, 

. II in II , , 







is an important addition next to Vedas. ~ 

It consists of 13 I* ARTS, or SAMASAS containing in^ll'otif’ 
1,00,000 SLOKAS in 1,000 CHAPTERS or ADHYAYAS. It f 
deals with a correct, vivid and elaborate exposition of th# ,;? 
Secrets of KARMA, GHANA- and BAKTHI KANDAS. The 
ITHIHASAM is a discourse in MAHAKAILASA between 1 1 
PARAMESWABA and PARWATHI reported by SKAN'BA- at'^ j 
SKANDAGIRI by rums through r/Sff¥[r,-BRAEMA ^ & NARAD A., '% 
VBpA“VYAS gets and gives i t to SJf TA HAEAMUNI. This stupend-^ i;,-? 
ous 'work,,is: verses of .exquisite- beauty not' 

by any other Work in toe SANSKRIT Ianquaoe and is p^hblish- 
ed for the-; first time. ' ' 

The humble Subscriber below has undertaken the pubiifea'f, 
rtion of this ^ great v*ork, trusting solely to the' kind patrons^# 
|of,,th^,IiiMn;Pnh||0^ '■ 

I'.,'-:,:,; The book wip be .published in* nartr, neatly, printed aftdfj) 
lll^nhd, in bold peyanagari .Types, in Royal octavo size, in 

complete will' not be more 

in, the press and- will be' ready for aale 
*Jsb'^:we3k ^ . , ' • 

'' ;', ' of 1st part for India Es. 2 - 0 - 0 . * 

‘.1?-’^ ’ i". '' [l‘\ By V. P. P. 2 - 4 - 0 , _ 

Foreign countries 4 slm^ Post free. 

mSiK ij*-* ' ■ K, SADASIVA CHETTIAR B. 

. Jiy- ■ . If!;. Bivarahasyamandiram , No. 407, 

_ Mint .Street, -park Town, Madras.' ^ ^is 
-Note.— To aspid jdisappointntmnfe the Pablie is requested to get their ttau 
^fediag 'Aft' 4;for postage in advance. . ■ 







Rdhy&ytk 2 . 

ANUVAKA $, , ; ' ; 

SOOKTA '30. 

MisM-Vishwamitra; Deity-Tndm'. 

Friends, ready to offer the Soma drink are yearning for 
thee. They are expressing the juice and getting ready the 
offerings that confer happiness. They are prepared to bear 
the reproach of the people, for, 0 Indra verily none is wiser 
than thee. 1 

Even, the extensive Rajas is' not far away for thee. 
Come hither therefore on thy steeds, 0 possessor of tawny 
horses. These libations have been offered and these pressing 
stones have been set to work, while fire is blazing on the 
altar in honour of thee who art firm and powerful. 2 


Indra wears an excellent crown; he is liberal, triump' 
hant, Lord of multitudes, performer of numerous exploits 
and anihilator of evil. 0 Powerful One, where are thos( 
exploits of thine which Thou, awful God, didst perforn 
here amongst mortals when thou wert challenged. I 
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Causing indeed those objects to totter which had been 
firmly established, thou dost go forth alone and single 
slaying the wicked hordes. The Heaven and Earth as also 
the mountains have stood as it were fixed in obedience to 
thy commandments. ^ 

And invoked by many thou didst with certainty utter 
assurances of safety lending thy ear ( to all ), being the 
slayer of the wicked and the world’s sole master. When, 
O munificent Indra, thou didst seize even those endless 
regions of Earth and Heaven, to thee it was only a trash 
that could be grasped by the hand. 5 (1) 

Indra, may thy (chariot come) with thy steeds by 
the downward route, and may thy vajra go forth slaying 
the enemies. Put to death those that oppose thee, slay those 
that come from behind and those that are at a distance. 
Permeate the whole universe with truth. ( By thee ) may 
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Oh' Indra invoked by many thou didst pound to atohis 

Kunam who was staying with Danu, by cutting off his hands. 

Oh Indra, thou didst with thy might put to death the 
extending Vritra and Piyaru by lopping off his feet. 8 


Oh Indra, thou didst establish into space the vast and 
boundless and active Earth. The mighty Hero has aleo 
brought stability to Heaven and firmament. May, therefore, 
the waters urged by thee flow down hither. 


The churlish Vala who had captured the cows did Oh 
Indra, succumb ere thy blow was struck. He ( L e. Indra ) 
made the paths easy to walk, so that the kine might go. 
Our loud hymns have therefore gratified Indra who is invoke^ 

by many. ^ ^ 


pervaded the Earth and the sky, and|he 
two worlds laden that are unHed ^ togefh|. 

i Brave One.^^^^^M^ thy chariot urge therefor|^^^^^^ U^^ 

us thy steeds which are yoked together. ^L1 
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created milk in the bright cow for the nourishment of 
all sweetness is found deposited in her. 14 


Oh Indra, call forth thy strength, the ( enemies ) have 
blocked the way; teach thy glorifier and thy friend how 
to* worship. Those mortals whose subterfuges and movements 
are inscrutable are fit to be slain by thee, they being the 
dnemies who have armed themselves with bows. 15 (3) 
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Tho chout raised by foes nearest tj us is boiug heard. 
L’i at them thy most flaming thunderbolt, cut them down 
i and branch. Shatter their power, bear them down and, 0 
lificient One, subdue the demon and slay him. 16 


Oh Indra, uproot the demon, cut him in twain, chop 
his head. How long indeed, hast thou been hesitating, 

1 the burning weapon towards the enemy of thy devoted 
shipper.: ^ ; , ' 


Oh Indra, bring us a brilliant luck. We rel; 
flowing bounty of thee who art munificent. : 
narine fire our longing desires are growin, 
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who art the grantor of Cows. 

hall call to the munificent 
and foremost among the 
peady to listen to calls for 
battles, he the slayer of the wicked and winner 


At this Soma offering we s 
Indra who is happiness incarnate, 
valiant. Although fierce, he is ] 
succour in 
of wealth. 

s O O K T A 31. 

^ishi-Vishwamitra; Deity-Indra. 

The wise Agni, the ordainer, attained^^^^to^^^^ 
of the Daughter’s child, embellishing the splendour 
true Faith, " whereby the Father adorning the issu 
aoT-io'lif.Ar rests with a well-pleased mind. 





(He) the Father did not leave his property to KinSraan 
but made the ( daughter’s ) issue an heir to all who 
acquired wealth. Although the mothers have given birth to 
Agni ( verily ) one is the doer of good deeds and another 
is the appreciator thereof. 2 

With his (tongue moving ) Agni was born in order to 
honour the offsprings of the great light; mighty was his 
birth and mighty their , creation. Mighty becomes the 
inclination of the Owner of bay steeds when sacrifices are 
performed. 3 

The conquering hosts attach themselves to him who 
was fighting, and they beget great light out of darkness. 
Recognizing him the Dawns come forth to meet him and 
Indra becomes the sole master of the heavenly Gows. 4 
The wise ones released the ( cows), which had been 
imprisoned in a strong-hold. Seven sages drove them along 
with a mind full of purity. They discovered the entire path 
of truth. Indra, knowing it all, entered in it on account of 
their humble prayer. 5 (5) 

When Sarama came to know of the opening in the 
mountain, she effected, as of yore, a straight passage through 
it. The quick-footed one led the van of immense forces 
and recognizing the lowing ( of cows ) she went there straight 
first of all. 6 
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The best of the talented, expecting Ms dear allies to 
follow him, went there, and the mountain ( forthwith ) belched 
out his innermost treasure at the instance of that doer of 
mighty deeds. The mortal man engaged in worship along 
his young friends got back Cows and the Angiras too quickly 
set himself to worship. 7 

He, the image and prototype of every existence, knows 
whatever is created and slays Shusna. Leader in the 
path of Heaven and the Heavenly kine, full of splendour, 
that friend has released our friends from evil. 8 

With their mind hankering after the Cows, they sat 
down, effecting a passage to immortality with their hymns. 
Verily this is their spacious home wherewith they tried 
to find out the proper months through rightousness. 9 
When they saw their, own treasure, they, occupied in 
drawing ( divine ) milk from the ancient spring, were filled 
with delight. Their shouts of joy disturbed the Heaven and 
Earth, and when the cows became visible they acquired 
confidence and set their warriors to watch them. 10 (6) 
Indra, yea that very .Indra who slew Vritra, released 
the cows with his manifest forces when oblation and prayer 
were offered to him. That all-pervading excellent Cow yielded 
for , him a sweet and delicious drink which produces the 
glistening ghee, which she held ( in her udders ). 11 
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They, the Angirasas, made an abode for the Father 
himself. They, the performers of good deeds showed him a 
wide and luminous home. Supporting the parents with a 
strong support, they, seated on high, fixed him, the imnetu- 
ous One ( in his place ). 

When a mighty song impelled the suddenly-waxing 
and all-pervading Indra in whom all blameless prayers are 
united, to divide the Earth and Heaven, all powers went 
and rested in him. 

Great is thy friendship and hence I long for thy powers. 
Towards thee, the slayer of Vritra, many a sturdy mare is 
hieing. A great hymn is there for thee. We have betaken 
ourselves to thy help. Thou art wise. Oh bounteous One, 
be an excellent protector. 14 

Having found out a vast, wide and delightful region he 
imparted to his friend a desire to migrate there. With the 
help of warriors, He, the resplendant One, simultaneously 
brought into existance the Sun, the Dawn, the Space and 
the Fire. 15 (7) 

Verily He, the house-holder, released the all-delightful 
and all-pervading waters to run together. The sweet streams 
purifying < the world ) through the sages of pure heart have 
been urging the swift floods to flow through days and 
nights, 16 
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OK Indra^ the dafK aM bri|ht sacred pair go after 
each other through the power of the Sun. That time thy 
beloved and active friends cluster round thy might to ward 
off evil, 


Oh slayer of Vritra, be the Lord of our true and sweet 
prayers, bestowing on us long life, for thou art powerful and 
dost control ail longevity. Come to us quick, thou, who 
art great, bringing with thee thy benefieient favours and 
eminent succour. 18 


He, the slayer of Vritra and Lord of cows, has exhibited 
the Idne and has pierced through the dark regions with 
his luminous rays. Teaching us sweet truth by means of 
truhtful ordinances he has set open all his gates. 21 


Waiting upon him like Angiras with prostration I make 
him new who is ancient, in order that I may prosper. 
Disperse thou the numerous godless tribes of the wicked 
and, Oh Liberal One, grant us light for our good. 19 


These purifying floods have been abundant. Convey us 
safe beyond them. Indra, riding in thy chariot guard us 
from our enemies and make us quickly and swiftly the 
winners of cows. 20 
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At tliis Soma offering we shall call mmiifieient IndraJ 
who is happiness incarnate, who is the most valiant of meniX 
who, though fierce is ready to listen to the calls for succoui 
in battles^ who is the slayer of the wicked and who is the 
winner of wealth. (8) 

S’O O K T A 32. 

mshi-Vishwamitra\ Deity-lndra. 

Oh Indra, Lord of the Soma, drink this Soma as the midday 
offering is beloved of thee Oh liberal One, Oh straight- 
forward (Indra), setting thy horses free, find delight m 
this Soma, ( pouring it into thy mouth ) so that thy cheeks 
might look full. 

Oh Indra, drink this sparkling Soma mixed with barley 
and milk. We have offered it to thee for thy delight. Grow 
thou strong, drinking the Soma to the heart’s content along 
with the Rudras and the devout band of the Maruts. 2 

Oh Indra, wielder of the Vajra in thy hand, and wearer 
of a lovely crown, drink, at this midday worship, ( the Soma ), 
accompanied by Rudras and the Maruts who have augmented 
thy power and vigour and who are adorning thy splendour. 8 
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Surely it was those Maruts who conveyed to him the 
sweet drink-the Maruts, who formed the forces of Indra, 
and urged by whom he found the vital part ( in the body 
of Vritra ) who believed that he was immortal, 4 

Oh Indra, accepting this offering like that of Manu, drink 
the Soma for ever-lasting vigour. Oh Lord of bay steeds, 
do thou thus grow with sacrifices. Thou dost urge down the 
floods of water with the assistance of active ( Maruts ), 5 (9) 

Oh Indra, when indeed thou didst slay with a moving 
weapon the godless Vritra who ha'd lain down, encompassing 
the holy waters, thou didst set free the streams to bound 
up swiftly as horses in a battle. 6 

Verily, we sacrifice in honour of Indra who grows with 
salutations, who is great, high, youthful and unaging and 
the greatness of whom, the adorable One, his beloved Heaven 
and Earth could neither measure before nor can measure 

' ' ' ■ w 

now. f 

The work and the good deeds of Indra are manifold and 
none of the Gods ever neglect his ordinances. He, the 
anther of wondrous acts has supported the Earth, and the 
Heaven and has created the Sun and the Dawn. 8 
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Oh unhating One, that greatness of thine was rea', 
that as soon as born thou didst drink the Soma. Oh Indra, 
neither the months nor the autumns could comprehend the 
hrilliance of thy mlghl • 

Oh Indra, as soon as born, thou didst for thy delight drink 
in the vast Heaven the Soma juice whereupon thou didst 
pervade the Heaven and the Earth and become the sustainer 
of thy adorers. (1^) 

Oh thou who art born for the many, slaying with thy 
might the powerful AM who had encompassed the waters, 
the Heaven could not comprehend the greatness of thee lor 
with only one hip of thine thou didst cover the Earth. H 

Oh Indra, verily did a sacrifice become thy augmenter 
and verily did an offering become dear to thee wherein 
the Soma was expressed. As thou art worthy of worship, 
do thou guard our sacrifice with a sacrifice. At the time of 
slaying Vritra it was a sacrifice thatiguarded thy Vajra. 12 
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I bring hither Indra with his succours through my 
sacrifice and incline him to grant me new blessings- Indra 
who waxed with hymns composed in the past, composed 
in the middle ages and composed anew, 13 

When a desire to praise entered my mind I composed 
(hymns). Let me glorify Indra before the day closes so that he 
might take us safely beyond (all) evil. People of both the 
sides invoke ludra as one who is going in a boat. 14 

For Him the jar is full. Here do I offer it. As the 
waterman empties his bag so have I offered the ( Soma ) 
(for Indra) to drink. The beloved Soma offerings, conveyed 
round the Indra by the right, have suffused him to his 
delight. 15 

Oh thou who art invoked by many, neither the deep ocean 
nor the mountains around could restrain thee when, Oh 
Indra, moved for the sake of thy friends, thou didst break 
open the vast and impregnable prisons of the cows. 16 

At this Soma offering we shall call the munificient Indra 
who is happiness incarnate, who is the most valiant of men, 
who though fierce is ready to listen to the call for succour 
in battles, who is the slayer of the wicked and who is the 
winner of wealth. I*? (11) 
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BisM- Vishvamitra; Deity-Indr a. 


Vipat and Shutudri, the two loving streams, hasten down 
with their waters from the slopes of monutains like two 
mares unyoked and neighing with delight or like two whito 
mother cows wishing to lick their young. 1 


Impelled by Indra and begging of him liberty to proceed, 
ye two move down towards the ocean. Yoked as it were 
to one chariot, uniting your streams and overflowing with 
floods, Oh bright Ones, one of you becomes merged in the 
other. 3 


I have approached the Sindliu, the greatest mother. I 
have gone to the broad and blissful Vipat. The two streams 
that flow together by a common path like two mother 
( cows ) wishing to lick their calves. 3 


Inundated with these waters we have been traversing 
the course appointed for us by the gods. Our movements, 
bent upon proceeding, cannot be checked. With what desire 
( indeed ) is this learned singer invoking the rivers ? 4. 
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Oh holy Ones, stay for a while in your courses to 
listen to my humble words. With a long prayer, I, the 
Sun of Kushika, am invoking the Sindhii, wishing for 
protection, 5 (12) 


The Vajr a-armed Indra dug out ( a passas 
by slaying Vritra who had imprisoned all rivers. 
Sun of a lovely hand guided our course and, 
by him, we are running forward, the wide One: 


That exploit of Indra-that ( heroic ) deed of his-is ever 
to be glorified that he cut to pieces Ahi and slew with 
his Vajra all those who had beseiged the ( streams ). The 
waters, eager to move, then began to run forward. 7 


Oh reciter of hymns, forget not, pray,, this word of 
thine which ( even ) subsequent generations will acclaim. 
Oh poet, when thou singest thy prayers, do thou honour us. 
Do not hold us mean amongst mortals. Farewell to thee. 8 
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Sisters, lend your ears to your glorifier who has come 
to you from a long distance in carts and chariots. Oh Rivers, 
bend yourselves down with your streams, become easily 


fordable subsiding below the axle. 


Oh glorifier, let us listen to thy words. ( Surely ) . hast 
thou travelled from afar in waggons and chariots. I shall 
bend myself low before thee like a woman sucking her child 
and humble myself like a maiden before her lover. 10 (13) 


When, forsooth, the Bharatas, the band ( of men ) who 
inspired and impelled by Indra, is. going in search of the 
cows will have crossed thee, then will thy course, bound 
upon proceeding, forward continue { unrestrained ). We see 
the kind favour of you who are worthy of worship. 11 


The Bharatas, who had set out in search of cows were 
able to cross the streams, and the learned adorer was able 
to share the kind favour of Rivers. Waxfuily ( ye Rivers) 
granting us favours and activity. Inundate your streams 


and move on swiftly. 


May your waves strike only the yoke-pin. Oh Waters, 
leave off the ropes. May those two sinless unharmed 
and unharming ( rivers ) be never reduced to a degrading 
state. 13 (14) 
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Indra, the demolisher of strongholds, the winner and 
grantor of wealth, vanquished the Devastators and the ( other ) 
foes. He, who is inspired by hymns, who waxes with his 
body and who is a liberal donor, has pervaded both Heaven 
and Earth. ^ 


I send to thee, the Immortal One, a hymn, refining 
it ( with care ) as it inspires thee to righteousness and ( act 
of) strength. Indra, thou art the foremost of the human 
race and the Divine hosts. 2 


Indra leading forth his forces, beleaguered Vritra and, 
past-master of contrivances, he foiled ( all the machinations ) 
of the wily. Blazing with his full vigour amongst the woods, 
he slew Vyamsa and brought forth the cows to the view 
of his beloved votaries. 3 


Indra, the winner of light and the grantor of succours, 
having created the days, vanquished, with the aid of those 
.who loved him, the hostile forces. He blazoned forth for 
man, the banner of days ( -the Sun ) and acquired light to 
( man’s ) great Joy. ^ ^ 4 
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Accoraplisbing hero-like, many deeds of valour, Indra 
broke through the augmenting ( forces of) the enemies. 
He inspired these hymns for the sake of the votary, and 
enhanced this glorious hue to these ( Dawns ). 5 (15) 

( Men ) glorify the great acts, exploits and manifold 
good deeds of the great Indra. He, of vanquishing lustra, 
pounded to atoms the crooked with crooked devices and th.® 
cruel with cruel artifices. ® 

Indra, the Lord of the good and the gratifier of man, 
created a place of safety for the Gods by waging great batt!«s. 
The wise bards glorify in hymns those acts of his in the 
house of Vivaswat. 7 

Those who love singing hymns, are delighted to see Indra 
who is ever victorious, who is eminent, who grants prowess, 
who won the light and the divine waters and who found 
out the Earth and this Heaven. 8 
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Indra found out horses and the Sun, he found out the 
cow ' that feeds many. He also found out treasures of gold 
and * slaying ' the wicked, he protected the Aryan race. 9 

India found out the herbs; he found out the days, trees 
and firmament. He pierced ( the body of ) Vala, dispersed 
the. slanderers and became the queller of those who made a 
show of Power. ^ 

At this Soma offering we shall call the munifiGient India, 
who is happiness incarnate,, who is most valiant of men, 
who though fierce, is ready to listen to calls for succour in 
battles, who is the slayer of the wicked and winner of 

wealth. 

S O O KT A 35. 

Ehhi-Vishivamitra'i Deity-lndra. 

Mount the steeds that are been yoked to the chariot. 
Come to us like Vayu riding Ms horses. Thou who hast 
started for, us, wilt drink the oblation. Oh Indra, here we 
offer it to thee. We have given it to thee for delight. 1 
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For him who is invoked by many, I harness to the yokes 
of his chariot his swift and agile steeds, so that they might 
quickly convey Indra to this sacrifice which is well equipped 

■ 2 


in every way. 


Bring hither thy powerful steeds of fat bodies. Oh mighty 
one, Oh acceptor of ofierings, protect thou this ( worshipper ). 
May the steeds graze. Unyoke the red ones here. Do thou 
eat every day the same kind of fried corn. 3 


For thee I yoke with a prayer, the swift horses that 
are beloved of thee, and that are harnessed with a hymn, 
for (conveying towards the sacrifice ) wherein all delight 
Oh Indra, riding thy chariot which is pleasant and firm 
come thou, who knowest and art wisSj towards the Soma. 4 


May not other worshippers stop ( on the way) thy 
powerful steeds of lovely backs. Come hither passing them 
over. Let us ever make thee satisfied with Soma offerings 
expressed for thee. 5 (17) 
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O Indra drink witli an eager heart the Soma with the 
tongue of Agni in the company of those Maruts, whom 
thou, Oh Indra, dost admit to a share in the Soma, who did 
augment thy strength and become thy retinue. it 


This Soma is for thee. Come thou towards us and with a 
well-pleased mind, be ever drinking of it. Having seated 
thyself on the sacred grass in this sacrifice, put this sparkl- 
ing juice. Oh Indra, in thy belly. 6 


The holy grass is spread for thee and, Oh India, ( for 
thee ) the Soma is expressed. The fried corn is prepared 
for thy horses to eat. The oblations are offered to thee, 
who art accompanied by the Maruts, who art powerfub 
whose exploits are manifold and who hast ( as it were ) 
made thy home therein. 7 


Oh Indra, men, mountains and the waters have along 
with the cows, prepared this sweet oblation for thee. Lofty 
One, coming along thy own paths drink of it with a well- 
pleased mind, thou that knowest and art wise. 8 


At. 3, A4. 2, V. 18-19 3 



Ob adorable Indra drink of this Soma either with thy 
own tongue or with the tongue of Agni. Oh powerful One, 
accept this holy worship either from the hands of the fore- 
most worshipper or from the oblation of the oblation offerer. 10 

At this Soma offering we shall call the munificient Indra, 
who is happiness incarnate, who though fierce is ready to 
listen to calls for succour in battles, who is the slayer of 

the wicked and winner of wealth. 11 ( 18 ) 

SOO KT A 36. 

EisM-Vishwamitra; Deity-Indra. 

Ever and always coming with thy succours accept thou, 
who hast waxed at every pouring by the fostering Soma 
and who became renowned through great deeds-accept thou, 
for our good, this full oblation of the Soma. 1 

( Even ) in bygone days, the Soma was used to be offered 
to Indra, whereby he became clever, of powerful bodily 
Joints and vast. Indra, accept these draughts that are being 
offered to thee and drink the powerful Juice expressed with 
powerful instruments. 2 
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, measureless and giver of the word of assurance 
ty, he owns fierce might and daring valour. Surely 
I was unable to comprehend him when the Soma 
filled bim-the Lord of bay steeds, with hilarity. 4 
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The deft-handed ( worshippers ) offering the nicely 
expressed Soma to Indra ( like ) rivers yielding themselves 
up to the ocean, extract this sparkling juice with their arms 
and make it pure with purifying substances and a stream 
of honey. ^ 


Like a lake of water are his sides holding Soma, Mani- 
fold oblations hath he gulped down. When Indra did accept 
the first viands, he having slain Vritra asked for Soma. 8 


Bring it quick, and let none stand in its way. Verily 
we know thee to be the Lord of wealth. Indra, that great 
gift that thou dost possess, give it to us. Oh possessor of 
bay - steeds, ■ 9 


Oh straightfoward and liberal Indra, make us a gift of 
immense riches covetable by all. Grant a ( life of ) hundred 
years for us to live, and Oh Indra, adorned with a crown, 
give us ever abiding good warriors. 10 
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•ins we shall call the mttnificient 
who though fierce, is 
in battles, who is the 
of wealth. 11 (20) 

s O O K T A 37. 

Vishvamitra; Deity-Indra. 

nducing thee towards exhibiting a power 
le wicked and bear down, the enemies. 1 

of hundredfold power, may thy glorifiers 


At this Soma otter: 

Indra, who is happiness 
ready to listen to call for succour 
slaver of the wicked and winner 
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Be the vanquisher on 0 '’„a|ions of valour. Lord of 
hundredfold power, we seek L Indra, that thou mayest 
slay Vritra. , 6 

Indra, be triumphant over thy assailants on all occasions 
of acquiring riches, waging battles or winning glory by being 
victorious in combats. 7 

For our good, dost thou, Oh Indra, possess of hundred- 
fold prowess, drink our ‘most invigorating and animating 
brilliant Soma. '8 

Indra, I solicit those energies of thine which thou, 
Oh Lord of hundredfold prowess, dost exhibit amongst the 
five classes for mortals. 8 

Indra, thou hast achieved great renown; grant us thou 
a wealth which none can harm. We shall extend thy power 
far and ^ 1® 

Powerful On©, come to us from near and ( come to lis ) 
from afar. Indra, bearer of Vajra, com© to us hither from 
the region which is thine. 11 (22) 
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S OO KT A 38. ; , 

Rishi-Prajapati; Deity^Indra. 

Like an artisan do thou make bright thy prafer, hasten- 
ing like a well-yoked powerful steed. Experiencing supremo 
pleasures, I, who am endowed with ©xceiient talents, do 
entertain a desire to see the wise. ^ 

And now do thou inquire about the mighty birth of 
the sages. They the performers of good deeds and the 
sustainers of their minds, fashioned out the Heaven and 
then these thy earnest and lengthening prayers reached up 
to them-— in sacrifice. ^ 

Again holding mysterious powers in this world, they 
embellished the Heaven and the Earth for their exploits, with 
• measures measured out the two and fixed them— the wide Ones. 
For support they established within their limits the two 
extensive ( Heaven and Earth ) that had been united to each 
other. ^ 

All of them adorn Indra, who had stood up. Putting- 
on his own splendour he walks. Great is the name 
of the powerful overthrower. He pervaded the immortal 

regions exhibiting himself in every form. 4 
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powerful One, ifiore elderly than all, was borii 
first. These are his powers that had also sprung first of 
all. dh ye two m of Heaven, ye have come 

to possess prowess from ancient time on account of prayers 
oft’ered ill sacrifices. 5 (^3) 


Monarchs, ye adorn the three-why many-why, all - the 
seats -dll a sacrifice. Traversing by my mind I saw here in 
this holy worship the very Gandharwas with their hair of 
the wind. 


Verily it is the work of the cow of that powerful One 
that they could measure with the help of his names the 
sweet productions of the cow. Clever in artifices they having 
alternately assumed great powers, did measure his form in 
liis . own self. 


Certamly it is the Savita and none of mine- 

that could assume a golden lustre. Moved by praises he 
enveloped the all nourishing Heaven and Earth as a woman 
hugs up her children. 8 
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Ye two accomplish the work which was begun by the 
great and ancient One. Be ye around us and we shall have 
celestial blessing. All clever people can discern the multi- 
farious acts of him who stands uttering words of assurances. 9 

At this Soma offering we shall call the munificient Indra 
who is happiness incarnate, who, though fierce, is ready to 
listen to calls for succour in battles, who is the slayer of 
the wicked and winner of wealth. „ 10 (24) 


■ANUVAKA A 
, SO O KT A 39. 

Bishi-Vishwandtrai Deity-‘lndm, 

The hymn, which being wakeful is sung at a sacrifice 
and which being composed of words of praises springs out 
from the very heart ( of the votary ) is proceeding towards 
Indra its lord. Oh Indra, get thyself acquainted with that 
which is expressly brought into existance for thy sake. 1 
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This is our ancient prayer handed to us by our fore- 
fathers, which was bora in by-gone times from the Heaven 
itself, which is wakeful, which is sung at sacrifices and which, 
being blissfhl, is clothed ' in bright' raiment. 2 


indeed, the mother of twins has here brought forth the 
twins. The- tip. of my tongue begah to quiver but stood 
motionless. As soon as born thisc twin Gods anihilating the 
gl(X*m/ at th©' very; birthj>lace of’ Kght, acquired splendid 
firm©. ^ ^ : 


Indeed, there is none among the mortals who will talk 
ill of qhr forefathers that did battln^ f^ 

The great Indra, a wondrous deeds, broke open the 

strong prison of the cows for their sake.^^^^ 


Verily there did Indra in the company of the ten 
Dashagwas, discover the Sun immersed in darkness where he- 
a frietidi-hccompanied by the Navagwas, his valiant friends, 
'went* in search of the cows kneeling down. 5 (25) 
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cave of the cows Indra found sweet liquid 
them and also discovered animals having feet 
The liberal Indra held in his right hand the 
sure concealed in the :waters and preserved in 


He went in search of the light distinguishing it from 
darkness; we too shall go far away from evil which is nigh. 
Oh Indra, that dost grow with Soma, as thou dbfinkest the 
Juice, accept the prayers of this most ardent 7 


May there be light for the sacrifice, following the Earth 
and the Heaven. We too shall be far away from pressing 
evil Oh Yasus, ye are rescuers of an ardently praising 
mortal, artihilating his enemies. ! g) 


At this Soma offering we shall call the mu 
Tndra, who is happiness incarnate, who, though fierce, 
to listen to call for succour in battles, who ie ih* 
of the wicked and winner of wealth. 
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